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where the minister had been withdrawn by the 
action of his own Government, but where, accord- | 
ing to the report submitted by the Committee on | 
Foreign Relations, our minister had gone upon a 
pleasure excursion through the Mediterranean | 
sea; and I thought | 

Mr. MASON. I do not know that it wasa 
sleasure excursion. I remember it very well. 

he absence of the minister was with the consent 
of his Government, and therefore we must have 
some one in charge. 

Mr. GRIMES. I understood there was to be | 
no discussion on these subjects to-day, and that | 
there was no opportunity for the Senator to make | 
any explanation in regard to it. Itherefore thought, | 
as it wasan old claim and somewhat stale—more | 
than twenty years old—it would be better to lie 
over until the Senator could have an opportunity 
to explain it. To the other bills f interposed no 
objection, because I thought they were right. | 
This may be. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will | 
state that the bill (S. No. 273) for the relief of the | 
legal representatives of J. E. Martin is the bill | 
now under consideration. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Ishould like to ask one 
single question of the Senator from Virginia, for 
I do not like the principle of either of these bills, | 
and on a former day objected to them; but the | 
Senate decided otherwise, and I did not object to | 
them to-day. My understanding was, that we 
had a general law that was to govern these cases. 
I was told, on a former occasion, that a statute 
had been passed, and that we should have nomore | 
of these cases, in which an officer in a subordinate | 
nosition, having discharged the duties of one ina | 
iigher position, claims the difference of pay. I 
was informed that we had a general statute on the | § | 
subject. I have not seen it. || Mr.GROW. Monday and Tuesday are set | 
Mr. MASON. There is a general statute of || apart for the consideration of territorial business, | 

| | 
| 


and found truly enrolled, a bill of the following | 
title; when the Speaker signed the same: 

An act (H. R. No. 660) supplemental to an 
act entitled ** An act providing for the taking of | 
the seventh and subsequent censuses of the Uni- || 
ted States, and to fix the number of the members 
of the House of Representatives and provide forthe | 
future apportionment among the several States,”’ 
approved May 23, 1850. 

CASSIUS M. CLAY. 


Mr. LOVE. I have been endeavoring to intro- || 
duce a bill for the last ten days, and | hope that 
f will now be allowed to introduce it without 
objection. 

Mr. DELANO. I must object. I call forthe 
regular order of business. 

Mr. LOVE. If the gentleman knew what was 
the nature of my bill, he would not object. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 
ness i8 House bill No. 240, for the relief of Cas- || 
sius M. Clay, and the pending question is upon | 
the amendmentof the gentleman from Tennessee, || 
[Mr. rere.) 

Mr. HOUSTON. If a vote is pressed upon 
that bill at this time, I will move that there be a || 
callof the House. I do not object to a vote being || 
taken on the bill during the day, but I do object | 
to a vote being taken when the House is so thin. | 
If it be postponed for an hour or two, we would | 
then have a quorum present, in all probability. 

Mr. PHELPS. I suggest that, by unanimous || 
consent, the subject be postponed until Monday | 
next. 

Mr. CURTIS. I suggest thatit be agreed that 


. | 
a vote shall be taken on the bill at one o’clock. | 
| 





mais — 





en 





Mr. HOUSTON. Let it go over to Monday, 


when we will have a fuller House. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


that kind, but my impression is that it does not | and I do notthink thatit is fair that any portion of | 
apply to ministers abroad; but whether it ap- || those days shall be devoted to any other business. || 
lies to them or not, these are cases that occurred Mr. HOUSTON. A ve e on the pores Cer | 
Cad the passage of the statute. It is compara- || sition will consume but uit fe of the time of the | 
tively a recent statute. If the Senate will indulge || House. . eee ee t 
me, [ will say that the practice of the Senate, and Mr. PHELPS. This is objection day; and if 
we postpone this bill, we will Lave all of the day || 
for the consideration of the business upon the | 
Private Calendar. I suggest that the bill be al- || 
lowed to go over until to-morrow. 

Mr. CURTIS. We have spent time enough 
upon this bill, and I hope that the House will now 
dispose of it. 


the practice of the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions, since I have been a member of the com- | 
mittee, has been, where it is shown that a secre- | 
tayggof legation has been left in charge ofa legation | 
in the absence of the minister, and has discharged | 
the duties of the office, to allow him the difference, | 
not between his salary and the salary of minister, 
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| man, Hoard, Humphrey, Hutchins, Irvine, Kilgore, — 4 
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Delano, Duell, Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, Etheridge, 


| Farnsworth, Ferry, Florence, Foster, Frank, Freneh,Grow, 


Gurley, J. Morrison Harris. Haskin, Hatton, Helmick, Hick- 


ger, DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, Longnecker, Loomis, Lovey, 
Mallory, Maynard, McKean, McKnight, Miffward, Laban 


| I’. Moore, Edward Joy Morris, Isaac N. Morris, Morse, 
| Nelson, Olin, Palmer, Pendleton, Peyton, Porter, Rey- 


nolds, Christopher Robinson, Royce, Schwartz, Scott, 


| Scranton, Sherman, Spinner, Stanton, Stevens, William 
| Stewart, Stokes, Stratton, Tappan, Thayer, Tompkins, 


Trimble, Vandever, Verree, Wade, Waldron, Watton, 
Cadwalader C. Washburn, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel 


|} Washburn, Webster, Wells, Wilson, Windom, Wood, and 


Woodrut!—100. 
So the House refused to lay the bill on the table. 
During the vote, 
Mr. BARR slated that his colleague, Mr. Mac- 
LAY, was absent from the city because of the 


| death of his father. 


Mr. BONHAM said that he was in favor of 
some features of the bill, and would therefore vote 


| against laying it upon the table. 


Messrs. HOWARD and TRAIN, not being 
within the bar when their names were called, 
asked leave to vote. 

Mr. HOUSTON objected. 

_ They stated they would have voted in the nega-. 
tive. 

Mr. PETTIT stated that he was paired with 
Mr. Cropton. Mr. Cropton would have voted 
to lay upon the table; and he would have voted 
against the motion if they were not paired. 

Mr. WALTON stated that his colleague, Mr. 
Mornrit1, was paired with Mr. Kertr. 

The vote was then announced as above recorded. 

Mr. CURTIS. Let the amendment be read. 

The amendment, which was read, provides that 
the amount in the bill shall be reduced from 
$1,599 79 to $839 79. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I ask the yeas and nays 
upon the amendment. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was then taken on the amend- 


| ment; and it was not agreed to. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed, and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time. 

Mr. HOARD called the previous question upon 
the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put; and under the 
operation thereof the bill was passed. 

Mr. HOARD moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider on the table. 





Mr. HOUSTON. I move that there be a call 
of the House. 

The SPEAKER. The previous — oper- 
ates upon the bill; and a call of the House is, 
therefore, not in order. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Iask, then, that there shall 
be some evidence given to the House that there 
is a quorum present. 


but the differénce between his salary and that of | 
chargé d’affaires. ‘That is the character of these | 
claims. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to | 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 


Mr. PEARCE. As there is no quorum of the | 
Senate now present, I move that the Senate ad- 


the vote. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I movethat the whole sub- 
ject be laid upon the table; and on that motion I 
ask for a division of the House. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will order tellers. 

Messrs. Burrinton and’ QuARLES were ap- 
|| pointed tellers. 


Mr. LVERSON. I hope not. 

Mr. PEARCE. Iask for the yeas and nays | 
on the motion, if there is objection to it. We 
are passing bills without a quorum. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and, being 
taken, resulted—yeas 15, nays 14; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bragg, Chesnut, Clingman, Crittenden, 


ah a | 
Grimes, Hemphill, Johnson of Arkansas, Jounson of ‘len- | Mr. CASE. I demand the yeas and#ha ys on | 
nessee, King, Mason, Pearce, Sumner, Thomson, Toombs, || the motion to lay upon the table. 


NAYS—Messrs. Clark, Dixon, Foot, Foster, Hamlin, 


Iverson, Ni , Polk, Rice, S j Si s, T ; , ; : 
taboo i een ee | os Eons resolve itself into a Committee of the 
iole House ? 


So the motion was agreed to; and the Senate || Pye SPEAKER. Not at this time. 


adjourned. The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—ycas 36, nays 100; as follows: 


YEAS—Mesers. Thomas L. Anderson, Ashmore, Avery, | 
Boyee, Cobb, Cooper, Burton Craige, Crawtord, Curry, | 
Gartre!l, John T. Harris, Holman, Houston, Jones, Lan- | 
drum, James M. Leach, Love, Chaiies D. Martin, Millson, 
Sydenham Moore, Niblack, Phelps, Pryor, Pugh, Quarics, | 
Reagan, Riggs, Ruflin, Rust, Simms, Stallworth, Thomas, 
Vance, Winslow, Woodson, and Wright—36. 

NAYS—Messrs. Green Adams, Adrain, Aldrich, William | 
C. Anderson, Ashley, Barr, Barrett, Bingham, Blair, Bon- | 
ham, Brayton, Bristow, Buffinton, Burlingame, Burnham, | 
Carey, Carter, Case, Colfax, James Craig, Curtis, Dawes, 


| The yeas and nays were ordered. 
| Mr. FLORENCE. Is itin order to move that 
} 


and Trumbull—15. | 
| 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripar, May 4, 1860. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. T. H. Stockton. 
he Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
ENROLLED BILL. 


Mr. RIGGS, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported that the committee had examined, 
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| 
| 
| The SPEAKER. That fact will appear upon || 
} 


The latter motion was agreed to. 


CALL OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. DELANO. Is the call of committees for 

reports in order? 
‘he SPEAKER. Itis; and the Chair will pro- 

ceed to call them. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I move that the House 
resolve itselfinto a Committee of the Whole House 
upon the Private Calendar. 
| Mr. DELANO. I have the floor, I believe. 

Mr. FLORENCE. My motion isin order; and 
I submit that the gentleman from Massachusetts 
cannot take the floor. 


Mr. DELANO. I have not yielded the floor. 





'| | hope the gentleman from Pennsylvania will not 


| press his motion. 
Mr. FLORENCE. I will yield to the gentle- 
man, and hear him a moment; but I do not yield 


i| the floor. 


Mr. DELANO. It will be remembered that, a 
fortnight ago tq-day, an attempt was made to call 
the committees, 

Mr. GARTRELL. I rise to a question of 
order. I submit that debate is not in order upon 
the motion of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
and therefore I object to debate. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is clearly of opin- 
ion that no debate is in order upon that motion. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I have no objection to yield- 
| ing thirty minutes, to permit reports to be made 

from committees, and therefore I withdraw my 
| motion. 


| The SPEAKER then commenced the call of 
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committees for reports, commencing with the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 


JOUN WHITE. 





| 


_THE CONGRESSI 


Mr. DELANO, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions, made an adverse report upon | 


the petition of the surviving children of John 
White; which was laid on the table, and ordered 
to be prints d. 


STEPHEN DAMON. 
ir. DELANO also, from the same committee, 
made an adverse report upon the petition of the 
heirs of Stephen Damon; which was laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 
JOUN THOMAS. 


Mr. DELANO also, from the same committee, 


made an adverse report upon the petition of the | 


children of John Thomas, late of Georgia; which 
was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 


WILLIAM CROSMAN’S H&IRs. 


Mr. DELANO also, from the same committee, 


made an adverse report upon the petition of the 
heirs of William Crosman; which was laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 


ELIZABETH BLISS WOLF. 


Mr. DELANO also, from the same committee, | 


reported a bill for the relief of Mrs. Elizabeth 


Bliss Wolf; which was read a first and second | 


time, referred toa Committee of the Whole House, 


and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be | 


printed, 
PENSIONS TO CERTAIN OFFICERS, ETC. 
Mr. DELANO also, from the same committee, 


reported a bill authorizing the pensions to which | 


certain officers and soldiers of the Revolution 
were entitled, at the time of their death, to be paid 
to their widows or to their children; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to a Com- 


mittee of the Whole Housc, and, with the accom- | 


panying report, ordered to be printed. 
HALF PAY, ETC. 


Mr. DELANO also, from the same committee, 
reported back, with a recommendation that it do 


pass, joint resolution H. R. No. 14, explanatory | 
of an act entitled **An act giving a construction 
to the second section of the act of February 3, 


- 
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be paid as may be proved to the satisfaction of 
the Secretary of the Interior, 

Mr. HOUSTON. I understand that the amend- | 
ment is simply restrictive in its character as to the 
allowance to be made. Itis probably a wholesome 
amendment. 

Mr. TOMPKINS. That is all. It is a whole- 
some amendment, and I trust that the House will 
concur in it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. As that is the case, Ido not 
object to it. 

Mr. TOMPKINS. The bill passed this House 
without opposition. 

The SPEAKER. The bill has not been re- | 
turned yet from the Senate. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. The gentleman from Ohio 
is, | doubt not, laboring under a misapprehension. | 
The bill passed the Senate with an amendment, 
and the Committee on Military Affairs, under- 
standing the bill to be on the Speaker’s table, 
agreed this morning to recommend a concurrence 
in the amendment. Very possibly, however, the 
bill has not been sent back from L Senate. 


The SPEAKER. That is so. The bill has 


| not been returned from the Senate. 


a 


| 


1853, to continue half pay to certain widows and |! 


orphans.’’ 
r. DELANO. 


put upon its passage. 


Mr. HOUSTON. This is objection day, and | 


I object to putting the resolution on its passage. 
I move that it be referred to a Committee of the 


Whole House. 


The motion was agreed to; and the resolution | 


was accordingly referred to a Committee of the 
Whole House, and, with the accompanying re- 
port, ordered to be printed. 

MARY BIRD. 

Mr. VERREE, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions, made an adverse report upon 
the petition of Mary Bird, daughter of Colonel 
William Baxter; which was laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 


JONATHAN WILLARD. 
Mr. THOMAS, from the same committee, 


made an adverse report upon the petition of Jon- | 


athan Willard, for a pension; which was laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 


GEORGE DBARMAN. 


Mr. THOMAS also, from the same committee, 
made an adverse report upon the petition of the 


heirs of George Dearman; which was laid on the | 


table, and ordered to be printed. 
SHAWNEE INDIANS: 


Mr. TOMPKINS. Lask the consent of the 
House to take from the table House bill No. 368, 
returned from the Senate with amendments, in 


order that the House may concur in the Senate | 


amendments. It is a bill to provide payment for 
depredations committed by the whites upon the 


Shawnee Indians im Kansas Territory. One of | 


the amendments stipulates that the claims shall be 
»roved to the satisfaction of the Secretary of the 
nterior. The bill provides that the claims shall 
be paid ;and the amendmentis, that such sum shall 


I ask that the resolution be | 


| 





\| 
| 


| ents, reported back, with a recommendation that 


| to have the bill put upon its passage. 


, a number of adverse reports from the Court of 
| Claims ordered to be laid on the table. 


Mr. TOMPKINS. I understood it was on 


| the Speaker’s table. 


The SPEAKER. The bill is not befofe the 
House; so that there can be no action taken on it 
at present. . 

RANDALL PEGG, 


Mr. NIBLACK, from the Committee on Pat- | 


it do pass, a bill (S. No. 154) for the relief of 
Randall Pegg; which was referred to a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House, and, with the accompa- | 
nying report, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. NIBLACK, It is a very small matter; | 
and if I have the consent of the House, I will ask 


Mr. BUFFINTON. Oh, no; I object. 
Mr. NIBLACK. Well, let it go. 


WILLIS RIDDICK. 
Mr. MILLSON. 


Some weeks ago there were 
Among 
them was one in the case of the heirs of Willis | 
Riddick. I understand that the report from the 
Court of Claims was on a mere technical ground, | 
and I should like to have the case examined by 
a committee of the House. 
The case was referred to the Committee of | 
Claims. 
JOUN R. NOURSE AND OTHERS. 


Mr. TAPPAN, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported back, with a recommendation that it do 
— a bill (S. No. 177) for the relief of John R. 
Noursc and others; which was referred to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, and, with the accom- 
panying report, ordered to be printed. 

MOSES MEEKER. 

Mr. WALTON, from the same committee, re- | 


ported back, with a recommendation that it do || 
yass, a bill (H.R. No. 341) for the relief of Moses || 
Meeker; which was referred to a Committee of | 
the Whole House, and, with the accompanying || 


report, ordered to be printed. 
DAVID G. BATES’S REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mr. WALTON, from the same committee, re- | 


ported back, with a recommendation that it do |! 


ass, a bill (H.R. No. 115) for the relief of the | 
[eral representatives of David G. Bates; which | 
was refeged to a Committee of the Whole House, | 
and, with the accompanying report, ordered to | 
be printed. | 
SLOOP ARTIST. | 

| 


Mr. ELIOT, fromthe Committeeon Commerce, | 
made an adverse report on the petition of the 
owners of the sloop Artist, asking for a change 
of name; which was laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed, 


WASHINGTON MARKET-HOUSE. 


Mr. CARTER. I ask leave to report from 
the committee of conference appointed by both 
Houses on the bill authorizing the corporation of 


_ Washington city to make a loan, and issue stock 


for. $200,000, for building a market-house. 
The SPEAKER. The report is a matter of 
privilege. , 





} 
CAPTAIN ANDREW RUSSELL. 


May 4, 


The report was read. It recommends that the 
| first, second, third, fourth, sixth, and seventh 
| amendments of the Senate to the amegdments of 
_the House be concurred in by the House; that 
the Senate recede from their fifth amendment to the 
amendment of the House; and that both Houses 
| concur in the following amendment, to be inserted 
at the end of section one: 

Provided, That the powers herein granted shall not be 
exercised by said corporation until after the second Monday 
in June next; and that this act shall, immediately on its 
passage, be published by said corporation in at least two 
newspapers, published in the city of Washingten, and he 


continued till after the corporation election in said city in 
June next. 


The report of the conference committee was 
agreed to. 


STEAMBOAT ANTELOPE, 


Mr. MALLORY, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, reported a bill to change the name of 
the steamboat Antelope to Ajax; which was read 
a first and second time. 

Mr. MALLORY. This is simply a bill to 
change the name of a boat. It is a matter of no 
publie concern, and I hope no objection will be 
made to having it put upon its passage. 

There being no objection, the bill was ordered 
to be engrossed and read a third time; and being 
engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, 
and passed. 

Mr. MALLORY moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid upon the 


\| table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 


REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. 
Mr. FERRY, from the Committee on Revolu- 


tionary Claims, reported a bill to repeal certain 
acts of limitation with reference to revolutionary 
| claims; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and, with the accompanying 
report, ordered to be printed. 


ROBERT STOCKTON. 


| Mr. VANCE, from the same committee, re- 


ported a joint resolution directing the accounting 
officers of the Treasury to settle the accounts of 
the late Robert Stockton, quartermaster, &c.; 
| which was read a first and second time, referred 
' to a Committee of the Whole House, and, with 
the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 


THOMAS HAZARD, DECEASED. 


Mr. VANCE also, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of the.heirs of — 
Thomas Hazard, deceased; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to a Committee of 
the Whole House, and, with the accompanying 
report, ordered to be printed. 

LIEUTENANT GEORGE WALTON. 

Mr. VANCE also, from the same committee, 
| reported a bill for the relief of the heirs of Lieu- 
tenant George Walton; which was read a first and 
second time, referred toa Committee of the Whole 
House, and, with the accompanying report, or- 
dered to be printed. 


Mr. VANCE also, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of the heirs of Captain 
Andrew Russell; which wasread a first and second 
time, referred toa Committee of the Whole House, 
} and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
| printed. 

° CAPTAIN RICHARD JONES. 


Mr. VANCE also, from the same committee, 

| reported a bill for the relief of the grandchildren 

of Captain Richard Jones, an officer in the Revo- 

lution; which was read a first and second time, 

referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 

and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 

JAMES BELL, DECEASED. 


Mr. VANCE also, from the same committee, 
reported back Senate bill No. 195, for the reliefot 
the legal representatives of James Bell, deceased, 
with the recommendation that it do pass; which 
was referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 
and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 























y 4, 


hat the 
eventh 
ents of 
e; that 
tto the 
Louses 
serted 


| not be 
Monday 
Y On its 
ast two 

and be 
1 city in 


-e Was 


Roads 
ame of 
ns read 


bill to 
r of no 
Will be 


rdered 
| being 
d time, 


he vote 
moved 
on the 


evolu. 
certain 
ionary 
1 time, 
on the 
an ying 


tee, re- 
unting 
unts of 
, &e.; 
eferred 
1, with 
‘inted. 


mittee, 


a 
read a 
ittee of 
anying 


mittee, 
’ Lieu- 
rstand 
W hole 


ort, or- 


mittee, 
‘aptain 
i 
second 
House, 
»d to be 


mittee, 
hildren 
- Revo- 
d time, 
House, 
‘d to be 


mittee, 
relief of 
ceased, 

which 
House, 
id to be 





x 
4 








1860. 
pte COLONEL WILLIAM THOMPSON. | 


Mr. VANCE also, from the same committee, 
reported back Senate hall No. 188, for the relief of 
the surviving grandchildren of Colonel William 
Thompson, of the revolutionary army of South 
Carolina, with the recommendation that it do | 
sass; Which was referred to a Committee of the | 
Vhole House, and, with the accompanying re- 
port, ordered to be printed. | 

| 


JAMES DILLARD. 


Mr. HOLMAN, from the same committee, 
made an adverse report on the petition of the ex- 
ecutors of James Dillard; which was laid upon | 
the table, and ordered to be printed. | 

ALBERT ELFE. | 

Mr. ROBINSON, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported a bill for the relief of Albert | 
Elfe; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole House, and, 
with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 


MADISON SWEETZER. 


Mr. ETHERIDGE. Iam directed by the Com- | 
mittee on Indian Affairs to report back Senate bill 
No. 150, for the relief of Madison Sweetzer, with | 
the recommendation that it do pass. The bill pro- | 
vides that there shall be paid to Mr. Sweetzer the | 
sum of $1,100 97, the balance of his accounts | 
against certain Sioux Indians for necessary sup- 

lies furnished them. The accounts are verified 
* Governor Gorman and the Indian Agent Mur- || 
shy. The money is not to be drawn from the |! 
Treasury, but is to be taken from the annuities to 
be paid to those Indians for the year commencing | 
Istof July next. Task that the bill be now passed, | 
in justice to a private citizen, 

There was no objection. 

The bill was ordered to be read a third time; 
and it was accordingly read the third time, and 
passed. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE moved that the vote by || 
which the bill was passed be reconsidered; and 1] 
also moved that the motion to~reconsider be laid | 


upon the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


RICHARD C. MARTIN. 


Mr. ETHERIDGE, from the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, also reported a bill for the refief 
of Richard C. Martin; which was read a first and | 
second time,referred toaCommittee of the Whole | 
House, and, with the accompanying report, or- 
dered to be printed. 


A. M. ‘FRIDLEY. 


Mr. ALDRICH, from the same committee,’re- | 
ported back, with a recommendation that it do 
pass, Senate resolution No. 28, for the relief of 
A. M. Fridley, late agent for the Winnebago In- 
dians; which was referred to a Committee of the 
Whole House, and, with the accompanying re- 
port, ordered to be printed. 


R. F. BLOCKER AND OTHERS. .- 


Mr. STANTON. I aminstructed by the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs to report back Senate 
bil No. 114, for the relief of R. F. Blocker, E. J. | 
Gurley, and J. F. Davis, and to move that it be 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. It 
concerns fees for lawyers, with which the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs have nothing todo. | 

Mr. HOUSTON. Ido not see why that bill 
should go to the Committee on the Judiciary. | 

Mr. STANTON. These lawyers claim to have 
performed certain service for the Government 
down in the South, and they ask for their fees. 
[tis a subject which belongs to the Committee | 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman is a lawyer, 
and knows what ought to be paid as well as any 
gentleman on the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr.STANTON. The Committee on Military 
Affairs are presumed to know nothing on the sub- 
ject. 

The motion was agreed to. 


ANTOINE ROBIDEAUX. 


Mr. BUFFINTON, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of 
Antoine Robideaux; which was read a first and | 
second time, referred to a Committee of the Whole | 
House, and, with the report, ordered to be printed. 





ELIZABETH SMITH. 

Mr. BUFFINTON also, from the same com- 
mittee, reported back, with a recommendation 
that it do pass, a bill (H. R. No. 337) for the re- 
lief of Elizabeth Smith, of Coffee county, Ten- 
nessee; which was referred to a Committee of the 
Whele House, and, with the accompanying re- 
port, ordered to be printed. 

JAMES MONROE. 

Mr. BUFFINTON also, from the same com- 
mittee, made an adverse report upon the petition 
of James Monroe; which was laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed, 


JAMES W. BRENT. 

Mr. BUFFINTON also, from the same com- 
mittee, made an adverse report upon the petition 
of James W. Brent; which was laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

MASON RATTEY. 
Mr. BUFFINTON also, from the same com- 


mittee, made an adverse report upon the petition | 
of Mason Rattey, which was laid on the table, | 


and ordered to be printed. 


JACOB WARNER, 

Mr. BUFFINTON also, from the same com- 
mittee, made an adverse report upon the petition 
of Jacob Warner; which was laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 


HARRIET B. HOWE. 
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Douglass, upon certain land entries made at 
Chockchuma, Mississippi; in which he was di- 
rected to ask the coneurrence of the House. 

Mr. SINGLETON, I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to take up the bill just brought 
in from the Senate, and put it upon its passage. 
The bill simply authorizes the issuance of patents 
to the parties entitled to them, after an examina- 
tion made by the Secretagy of the Interior and the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office. The 
certificates were issued in the name of the proper 
person; but, in the issuance of the patents, they 
failed to follow the certificates, as the letter of the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, and of 
the Secretary of the Interior, will show. The 
patents were sent to Mississippi, but nobody ap- 
plied for them; and the party comes here and asks 
that the patents may be issued to him. 

The bill, which was read, directs the Commis- 


| sioner of the General Land Office to cancel the 


patents heretofore issued to James 8S. Coleman, 
upon land entries Nos. 3148, 3149, 3150, 3151, 
3152, and 3153, made on the 31st March, 1835, 
in the former Chockchuma land district, Mis- 
sissippi, and to issue patents for the lands em- 
ated by said entries, to James 8S. Douglass, 
senior, in whose name said entries ought to have 


| been made upon the record by the land officers at 


Mr. LONGNECKER, from the same commit- || 


tee, made an adverse report wes the petition of 
Harriet B. Howe; which was laid upon the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 
SAMUEL F. HARRISON. 
Mr. LONGNECKERalso, from the same com- 


|| mittee, made an adverse report upon the petition 


of Samuel F. Harrison; which was laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 


A. M. MITCHELL. 
Mr. LONGNECKERalso, from the same com- 


| mittee, reported back, with a recommendation 
| that it do pass, an act (S. No. 119) for the relief | 


of A. M. Mitchell, late colonel of the Ohio vol- 
unteers, in the Mexican war. 

Mr. LONGNECKER. I ask that that bill 
may be put upon its passage. 

The bill, which was read, directs the Secretary 
of War to pay to A. M. Mitchell, colonel of the 
first regiment of Ohio volunteers, in the late war 
with Mexico, whatever amount may be ascer- 
tained to be due to him for transportation from 
Monterey to Cincinnati and from Cincinnati to 
Monterey, in 1846, the trip not having been per- 
formed under order, but by leave granted in con- 
sequence of temporary disability because of 
wounds received in action on the 21st of Septem- 
ber, 1846. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I wish to suggest 
to the gentleman the introduction of the words 
“if any.’’ The bill assumes that transportation 
is due Mitchell. We have an important bill be- 
fore our committee which turns upon the adop- 
tion of such an idea by this House upon a fgemer 
occasion. 

Mr. LONGNECKER. The bill we have re- 
ported back is a Senate bill, and it cannot be 
passed @ow if we amend it. If gentlemen un- 


| derstood this case they would make no objection 


to the bill. Colonel Mitchell fell, badly wounded, 
at Monterey, and obtained leave of absence for 
sixty days; but, in consequence of the wounds, he 
forgot to get a formal order to go home, and 
thereby forfeited his transportation pay, which 
the other officers who went with him received. 

| The bill was ordered to be read a third time; and 


Mr. LONGNECKER moved to reconsider 


table. , 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


| 
JAMES 8. DOUGLASS. 
| 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
| Mr. Parron,a clerk in the office of the Secretary 
| of the Senate, informing the House that the Sen- 
, ate had passed an act (No. 420) to authorize 


| the issuance of patents, in the name of James 8. 


Chockchuma. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I desire to present to the gen-_ 
tleman from Mississippi, for his consideration, 
the question as to the propriety of this action at 
this time. Whatright have we to legislate the 
title outof Coleman? Is he living? 

Mr. SINGLETON. I did not think it neces- 
sary to make any further explanation. I willsay 
to the gentleman that these patents lay in the 


| office ten or twelve years. The proof is before the 
|; Commissioner of the General Land Office, show- 


ing that no such man as James S. Coleman ever 
lived in the county where the papers purported 
that he did live. Publication has been made in 
the newspapers, and everything has been done 
which the law requires. The error is clearly a 
clerical mistake, and therefore I presume gentle- 
men will make no objection. 

The bill was ordered to be read a third time; 
and it was. accordingly read the third time, and 
passed. 

Mr. SINGLETON moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed, and also moved 
to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


OHIO VOLUNTEERS. 
Mr. CURTIS, from the Committee on Military 


| Affairs, reported a joint resolution providing for 
| the payment of two companies of Ohio volunteers 


raised during the late war with Mexico; which 
was read a first and second time, referred toa 
Committee of the Whole House, and, with the 


accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 


|| it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. | 


j 

| . . ' 
| the vote by which the bill was passed$ and also 
|, moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon the 


WILLIAM GATES. 


Mr. CURTIS also, from the same committee, 
reported a bill authorizing the Secretary of the 
Treasury to settle the accounts of Colonel Wil- 
liam Gates; which was read a first and second 
time, referred toa Committee of the Whole House, 
and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed, 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Patron, a clerk in the office of the Secretary 


| of the Senate, informing the House that the Sen- 


ate had passed a joint resolution (No. 5) for sup- 
plying the Choctaw, Cherokee, and Chickasaw 
nations with such copies of the laws, Journals, and 
public printed documents as are furnished to the 
States and Territories; and a joint resolution 
(No. 34) in relation to the works of the exploring 
expedition; in which resolutions he was directed 


| to ask the concurrence of the House. 


Also, that the Senate had passed, with amend- 


| ments, the bill (H. R. No. 368) to provide pay- 
| ment for depredations committed by the whites 


upon the Shawnee Indians in Kansas Territory. 
DEPREDATIONS ON SHAWNEE INDIANS. 


Mr. TOMPKINS. I nowask that the House 
concur in the Senate amendments to House bill 
No. 368, to provide payment for depredations 
committed by the whites on the Shawnee Indians 


| in Kansas Territory. 
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‘The amendments were read, as follows: 
First amendment: 


_ —_ 


Strike out, in line one of section two, the words, “ that 


said claims,” and insert “that the whole or snch part of 


said claims as shall be proved to his satisfaction ;” so that 
the clause will read: 

That the whole or such part of said claims as shall be 
proved to his satisfaction shall be adjusted and paid under 
the direction of the Secretary of the Interior, &e. 

Second amendment: 

In line five of section two, strike out the words “ the 
sixteenth section of 3’? so that the clause will read: 

Underthe rules and regulations prescribed in the “ Actto 
regulate trude and intercourse with the Indian tribes,”’ &c. 

There being no objection, the question was 
taken, and the amendments were concurred in. 

Mr. TOMPKINS hnoved to reconsider the vote 
by which the amendments were concurred in, and 
also moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


NANCY M. TROWBRIDGE. 
Mr. PENDLETON, from the Committee on 


Military Affairs, made an adverse report on the | 


tition of Nancy M. Trowbridge; which was 
aid on the table. 


ASENETIE M. ELLIOTT. 


Mr. OLIN, from the same committee, reported || 


a bill for the relief of Aseneth M. Elliott; which 


was read a first and second time, referred to a | 


Committee of the Whole House, and, with the ac- 
companying report, ordered to be printed. 


ILARRIET BRENT AND OTHERS. 


Mr. OLIN also, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Harriet Brent and 
others; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to aCommittee of the Whole House, and, 


with the accompanying report, ordered to be 


printed, 
NEW YORK FLOATING BATTERY. 


Mr. CURTIS, by unanimous consent, offered 
the following resolution; which was read, con- 
sidered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested fo furnish Congress privately, through the Military 
Committee or otherwise as he may deem it expedient, a full 
plan and statement of the floating battery in progress of con- 
struction in the vicinity of New York harbor, the amount 


of inoney expended thereon, and the estimated cost ofcom- | 


pleting the work. 


THOMAS P. ANDERSON’S WIDOW AND SON. 


Mr. SCHWARTZ, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, made an adverse report on the me- 
morial of the widow and son of the late Thomas 
P. Anderson, surgeon in the Texas navy; which 
was laid on the table. 

F. M. GUNNELL. 

Mr. MORSE, from the same committee, re- 
ported back, with a recommendation that it do 
pass, a Dill CS. No. 198) for the relief of F. M. 
Gunnell, passed assistant surgeon in the Navy; 
which was referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House, and ordered to be printed. 


WILLIAM MAXWELL WOOD. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland, from the same 
committee, reported a bill for the relief of William 
Maxwell Wood, a surgeon in the Navy of the 
United States; which was read a first ad ccsund 
time, referred to a Committee ofthe Whole House, 
and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed, 


e RALPU KING, 


Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania, from the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs, reported a bill for the 
relief of Ralph King; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House, and, with the accompanying report, er- 
dered to be printed. 


PRIVATE CALENDAR. 


Mr. TAPPAN. I move that the House do now 


resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole House | 


on the Private Calendar. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into a 
Committee of the Whole House, (Mr, Minisox 
in the chair,) and proceeded, it being oe 


j 
j 


| 


} 


day, to the consideration of the bills on the Pri- | 


vate Calendar, commencing where the committee 
had left off on last objection day. 


JAMES HOOTEN. 


|| A bill (HL. R. No. 352) for the relief of James 


Hooten. 
The bill releases James Hooten from liability 
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to the Post Office Department for ninety dollars’ || 


worth of postage stamps, stolen from him whilst 
acting ag postmaster at Rowlesburg, Virginia. 
The Roort was read. It appears therefrom 
that in 1859 James Hooten, the petitioner, was 
acting as postmaster at Rowlesburg, a station on 
the line of the Baltimore and Ohio railroad; that 


on the night of the 28th of October, in that year, | 


the storehouse in which the post office was kept 
was burglariously entered, and, in addition to 
goods stolen, ninety dollars’ worth of stamps were 


abstracted from the desk in which he kept them | 


locked. It further appears that Hooten isa poor 
young man, and that upon the testimony of one 


iundred witnesses, whose names are appended | 


to his memorial, he possesses the entire confidence 
of the community in the vicinity of which he re- 
sides; that the post gffice had for several years 
been kept in the storehouse, it having always 
| been considered a safe place, and that Hooten 
never failed to take reasonable care of everything 
pertaining to the office. There are also attached 
to the memorial the affidavits of several witnesses, 


above statements. 
The bill was laid aside, to be reported to the 
House with a recommendation that it do pass. 


TILOMAS R. LIVINGSTON. 


whe testify under oath to the truthfulness of the | 








the Government, that he undertook to perform a 
part of such service by mistake, or by a clerica} 


| error of a person he had reason to suppose was 


competent to prepare his bid, the committee report 
a joint resolution for his relief, and recommend 
Its passage. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Ido not want to object to 
that bill; but lL should like the gentleman who re- 
ported it to state whether he applied to the Post 
Office Department for any information that ma 
be there in reference to this case, and whether 
there were any other bids for the same service as 
was contracted for by this party? 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. I reported this bill 
on behalf of the Post Office Committee; and I wil] 
state the facts to the gentleman from Alabama. 
They are embodied in the report, but the gentle- 
man may not have heard it read. - 

Mr. HOUSTON. I heard it. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. I have a letter from 
the Post Office Department in regard to this bill, 
They state that they knew nothing at the time as 
to whether this ex-postmaster who drew up the 


bid for Livingston had filled it up by mistake or 


A bill (H.R. No. 353) for the relief of Thomas || 


R. Livingston. 

The bill authorizes the Postmaster General to 
receive and consider such testimony as may be 
produced by Thomas R. Livingston; and if he 


otherwise, and they had no authority to relieve 
him; but they also state that when he returned 
the bond, he sent a letter protesting that he had 
not intended to bid for more than half the route, 
and asking to be released. During the last Con- 
gress the Post Office Committee unanimously re- 
ported in favor of releasing him. That bill did 
not pass, and it is now too late to give him that 


| kind of relief. The bill only refers him to the 


Post Office Department, requiring the Postmaster 
General to hear his evidence; and if it be proved 


| conclusively that he is illiterate, and could not 


is satisfied from such testimony that Livingston || 


did not intend to bid for the mail service he is now 


performing on mail route No. 10527, in Missouri, | 


and that the person who prepared the bid inserted 
Maysville by mistake, instead of Stewartsville, 
then the Postmaster General is authorized and 
required to pay Livingston, in addition to his 


e- . - ‘ . 
present pay, a fair price for transporting the mails | 


from Stewartsville to Maysville, from the com- 
mencement of the service. 

The report was read. It appears therefrom that 
the petitioner, being an illiterate man, and desiring 


to bid for carrying the mail on route No. 10527, | 


in Missouri, procured one O. G. McDonald, an 
ex-postmaster of his vicinity, to prepare or write 
out his bid. McDonald, through inadvertence, 
made out the bid to carry the mail from Platts- 
burg to Maysville three times per week for $270 


per annum, which, being the lowest bid, was ac- | 


cepted by the Department, and the usual bond 
was forwarded to Livingston for execution. Liv- 
ingston, to save harmless the persons who had 
guarantied his bid, executed and returned the 
| bond to the Department, with a letter protesting 


| stated in the bond, and asked to be released from 
the contract. The Department having no au- 
thority to-release him, he has, up to this time, 
| faithfully complied with the contract. ‘The evi- 
| dence shows that the petitioner has, from the date 


bid for carrying the mail from Plattsburg to Stew- 
artsville, and McDonald testifies that such was the 


fact, and that he committed the mistake by having | 


before him an old form upon which was written or 


ten by him in the bid by mistake. The character 


tion of the committee as truthful men. The tes- 
| timony further shows that since the date of this 
| contract, iif consequence of the finishing of a rail- 
road and the increase of business and population, 
the mail matter on this route has increased to such 
an extent that the service contracted for is en- 
tirely insufficient. The mails cannot be carried 
'on horseback by one horse, and the contractor 
has been obliged to, and does, carry the same in 
'a hack or covered wagon. For this increase in 
weight the committee do not feel authorized to 
recommend any increase of pay; but, believing 


| 
| he has rendered faithful and necessary service for 


of his.contract, paid to another person the whole | 
/amoult of his pay for performing the service on | 
about half of the route, and that the petitioner has | 
carried the mails on the other half of the route | 
three times per week, receiving nothing @erefor. 
The petitioner swears that he only intended to | 


| printed Maysville, and that Maysville was writ- | 


of both these persons is indorsed to the satisfac- | 





that he had not intended to bid for the service as || 





make out the bid himself, and that the party 
whom he employed made him bid, by mistake, 
for what he did not intend to bid for, the Post- 
master General, being satisfied of that, will pay 
him a fair price for his service. 

Mr. HOARD. Were there any other bids for 
this service? 

Mr.CRAIG, of Missouri. 1 believe there were. 
The testimony before us shows that the claimant 
did not get half the average pay per mile. 

The bill was laid aside, to be reported to the 
House with a recommendation that it do pass. 


J. C. FERRY. ° 


4 bill (H. R. No. 354) for the relief of J.C. 
Ferry, for carrying the mail for one quarter from 
Pittsburg to Franklin. [Objected to by Mr. Hovs- 
TON. } 

INDIAN IOSTILITIES IN UTAH. 


Mr. HOOPER. ILask the consent of the com- 
mittee to have now taken up and acted on the bill 
(H.R. No. 435) to refund to the Territory of 
Utah the expenses incurred in suppressing Indian 
hostilities in the year 1853. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I rise to a point of order. 
We may as well waste no time to-day. This 
thing is not in order. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I appeal to 
the committee to hear the gentleman from Utah. 
He has been in bad health for threeer four weeks, 
and is still unwell, and wishes to leave the city. 

Mr. FLORENCE. 1 withdraw my objection 
under those circumstances. 

Mr. HOOPER. Thisis a bill reported from the 
Committee on Military Affairs, to refund to the 
Territory of Utah moneys expended in suppress- 
ing Indian hostilities. I would not make this ap- 
peal to the committee, but that, as the gentleman 
from Illinois has remarked, I have been for the 


|| last three or four weeks much indisposed, and 


most of the time ill. 1 would dike to leave the 
city, but do not feel that I can consistently do 
so while this bill is pending. It is one in which 
my constituents are much interested. I have 
much feeling in regard to the matter, and feel de- 
sirous to have it passed. I know personally that 
this claim is equitable and just. It has been 
scrutinized closely by the Committee on Military 
Affairs. The accounts have been cut down very 
much. I hope that there will be no objection to 
the proposition I submit. 

There was no objection. 

The bill directs that there shall be allowed 


and paid to the Territory of Utah, the sum of 


$53,512 20 to reimburse the Territory for ex- 
penses incurred in suppressing Indian hostilities 
in the Territory in 1853, being the amount so 
expended, less the excess paid to officers and sol- 
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dieth by the Territory, over the rates allowed to 








coast in the same year. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. Lask for the reading of 
the report Renee the bill. — 

It appears from the report, which was read, 
that the territorial authorities of the Territory of 
Utah expended in hostilities with various Indian 
tribes on her borders, in the year 1853, the sum 
ef $76,017 40, for which the most complete and 
satisfactory vouchers are furnished by the ac- 
counting officers of the Territory. The liability 
of the Federal Government for necessary expenses 
incurred by the States and Territories in repelling 
invasions of their territory by a foreign enemy, 
or of hostile tribes of Indians within our borders, 
has been so often recognized that it can no longer 
be considered an open question. The territorial 
authorities are allowed the same pay, rations, &c., 
that are allowed to the same description of troops 
in the service of the United States, in the same 
locality. Mounted troops were allowed, by the | 
Territory of Utah, the sum of two dollars per day 
for the men, and fifty cents per day for a horse. 
United States troops on the Pacific coast are al- 
lowed seventy-two and one half cents per day, 
(including twelve and a half cents for clothing,) 
tor a private soldier; and when he furnishes his 
own horse, forty cents per day for the use of his 
horse. 

The bill was laid aside, to be reported to the 





House with a recommendation that it do pass. 
ALEXANDER ALBERTSON. 


A bill (A. R. No. 355) for the relief of Alex- 
ander Albertson, of Platte county, Nebraska. 

The bill authorizes Alexander Albertson to 
enter at the land office in Omaha City, Nebraska 
Territory, the northwest quarter of the northwest 
quarter, and lot two of section sixteen, townshi 
seventeen north, of range four east, of the sixth 
principal meridian, containing ninety-four acres 
and twenty hundredths of an acre, by paying into 
the land office the minimum price of $1 25 per | 
acres provided that he shall, within three months | 





| 
the United States troops serving on the Pacific | 





| 
| 


| case; and to that resolution, I understand, there 
has not yet been any reply. Itis believed that this || 


Mr. KILLINGER. I object. 

Mr. BARR. What is the reason for the gen- 
tleman’s objection? 
Mr. KILLINGER. Some weeksago the House 
passed a resolution requesting the Secretary of 
the Treasury to communicate the facts in this 


claim has already been adjusted. 


| 


Mr. BARR. Noanswer could be sent, because |! 


Mr. KILLINGER. 1 object. 
MICHAEL NASH. 


An act (S. No. 63) for the relief of Michael 
Nash, of the District of Columbia. [Objected to 
by Mr. Barr.] 


DANIEL B. VONDERSMITH. 


A bill (H. R. No. 356) for the relief of the 
creditors of Daniel B. Vondersmith. [Objected to 
by Mr. Barr.] 


STEPHEN O. GIBBS. 


A bill (H. R. No. 357) for the relief of Stephen 

O. Gibbs. [Objected to by Mr. Barr.] 
JOHN KELLY. 

A bill (H. R. No. 358) for the relief of John | 
Kelly. 

Mr. DELANO. I move thatthe committee rise. | 
Itis obvious that we have come to a state of things | 
when it is useless to go on, unless there is a rec- 
onciliation between the gent#man from New 
York (Mr. Barr] and the gentleman from Penn 
sylvania, |Mr. Kitiincer. | 

Mr. TAPPAN. I hope that the motion to rise 
will be withdrawn. If the gentleman from New 
York does not object to the last bill upon princi- 
ple, then I trust he will not insist on his objection. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I deem the objection to be 
well taken. 

The committee was divided on the motion to 
rise; and there were—ayes 11, noes 44. 

Mr. BUFFINTON. I demand tellers on the 


all the facts were before the committee. | 





from the passage of the act, establish his right of || motion to rise. 


preémption to the lands under the existing laws 
in every respect, except the filing a declaration or 
notice of his preémption claim; and it authorizes 
the superintendent of public instruction in Platte 
county, Nebraska Territory, to select any un- | 
claimed and unoccupied public land, as nearly 
equal in quantity as practicable to the foregoing 
described tracts, within the land district aforesaid, 
in lieu of the lands mentioned in section one of 
this act, as soon after the passage of this act as 
practicable, and file a notice of such selection with 


lection and notice, the lands so selected shall be 
reserved from sale or preémption, and shall be 
held for the benefit of schools, in lieu of the lands 
hereby authorized to be preémpted and entered by 
Albertson. 

It appears from the report of the committee, 
which was read, that Alexander Albertson, in the | 
spring of 1856, settled upon and claimed a quarter 
section of land in Platte county, Nebraska; that 
in that and the succeeding year he improved and 
cultivated thirty acres of the claim, and built a 
house thereon; that subsequently that portion of 
the country was surveyed by the Government, 
by the lines of which survey it was found that a 
part of his claim and the improvements by him 
made thereon was on the seadivieees quarter of the 
northwest quarter, and lot two, of section sixteen, | 


| 





township seventeen north, of range four east, of 
the sixth principafmeridian; that he failed to file in 
the proper land office his intention to preémpt 
said tracts of land within the time prescribed by 
law, he being ignorant of the law in that respect. 
These facts are also established by the testimony 
of the county surveyor and county judge of that 
county. It is further established by the certifi- 
cate of John A. Parker, register of the land office 
at Omaha City, that the Government plat of said 
township, on file in his office, shows the exist- 
ence of improvements on the northwest quarter 
of the northwest quarter, and lot two, of section | 
sixteen, 4ownship seventeen, range four east. 
The bill was laid aside,to be reported to the 
House with a recommendation that it do pass. 


WILLIAM H. DE GROOT. 





A joint resolution (H. R. No. 17) for the relief || 


of William H. De Groot. 3 | 


| 
| 
| 
the register of said land office; and after such se- 
| 
| 





Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. BurFrinton 
and Maynarp were appointed. 

Mr. DELANO. I withdraw the motion that 
the committee rise. , 

Mr. HOUSTON. There were only fifty-five 
members on the last division, and I insist that we 
cannot proceed, with that evidence that the com- 
mittee lacks a quorum. 

The CHAIRMAN. No vote has been taken. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I know, and it cannot be 
unknown to the House, that on the division of the 
House there was not a quorum. Iam unwilling 
that business shall go on without a quorum. 


The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Mas- 


‘sachusctts has the right to withdraw his motion. 


Mr. CRAWFORD. 
the committee rise. 

Mr. DELANO demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Burrinron 
and Maynarp were appointed. 

The committee refused to rise; the tellers hav- 
ing reported—ayes 8, noes 112. 

Mr. JONES. I ask that the report in the pend- 
ing case be read. 

The CHAIRMAN. There is no report. 

Mr. JONES. Then I object. 


JOHN MOSHIER. 


A bill (H. R. No. 359) for the relief of the legal 
representatives of John Moshier. [Objected to 
by Mr. Jones.] 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I recollect that case, and I 
believe that it ought to pass. 

Mr. HOLMAN. The Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims have reported a general bill cov- 
ering all such cases as the one Before the commit- 
tee, and it is not necessary, therefore, to pass a 
special bill for each case. 


HARRIET DE LA PALM BAKER. 


A bill (H. R. No. 360) for the relief of the chil- 
dren of Mrs. Harriet de la Palm Baker, deceased, 


I renew the motion that 


daughter and legal heir of the late Lieutenant Col- | 


onel Frederick H. Weissenfels, of the army of the 
Revolution. [Objected to by Mr. Carey.] 


SAMUEL JONES. 
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[Objected to by Mr. Tuomas.] 
ISRAEL FRISBIE. 

A bill (H.R. No. 362) for the relief of the sur- 
viving children of Irael Frisbie, a revolutionary 
soldier. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Treasury 
to pay to the surviving children of Israel Frisbie, 
late a soldier in General Wooster’s regiment, the 
pension due his widow, Esther Frisbie, deceased, 


| for the term of five years, under the act of June 


' 


7, 1838, amounting to the sum of $480. 
From the petition it appears that Israel Frisbie 


| enlisted in the spring of 1775 as a private ina 
| company commanded by Captain Phineas Porter, 


velonging to General Wooster’s regiment, at 
Waterbury, Connecticut, and served for eight 


' months and until he was honorably discharged; 





that in the spring of 1776 he again enlisted as a 
private in a company commanded by Captain 
Voba Lewis, belonging to Colonel Douglass’s regi- 
ment, at Waterbury, and served for eight months 
and until he was honorably discharged in De- 
cember, 1776. It also appears that he served at 
different periods during the war of the Revolution 
after December, 1776, but the length of time is not 

roved. It is also shown that he married Esther 
‘risbie (then Esther Tyler) in the month of Feb- 
ruary, 1793, and that dos had several children, 
and that they lived together until the 8th of Feb- 
ruary, 1825, when Israel Frisbie died at the town 
of Spafford, Onondaga county, New York; that 
Esther Frisbie remained his widow up to the time 
of her death, which occurred June 16, 1842. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I do not, of course, 
wish to be misunderstood; but the committee will 
see that that bill involves a principle that never 
has been acted upon as a general one, at any rate; 
and: yet it involves a general principle of a ver 
important character. ‘There are hundreds of suc 
cases; and if we are to agree upon the princi- 

le 

The CHAIRMAN. No debate is in order. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. If nobody objects, 
I i can state my grounds of objection to 
the bill. ° 

No objection was made. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. The rule has al- 
ways been, that a person claiming a pension, 
though having the clearest right to it, is not en- 
titled to have the pension commence until his 
proofs are completed. Here the proofs never 
were completed; and they are only completed for 
the benefit of the heirs of the deceased. ‘This case 
only shows that there were proofs which could 
have been obtained, had it been known that oe 
existed. Now, the question is, shall we go bac 
and violate the rule, and give these claimants 
what they ask? If we are to do that, let us do 
it by a general bill, and not in this individual case 
alone, without due and proper consideration, for 
it involves no slight amount of money. If it be 
right, asa general principle, make therule general, 
and let the Pension Office settle such cases. 

Mr. MAYNARD. There isa difference, I will 
say to the gentleman, between this and the gen- 
eral class of cases which he has in his mind. 
Here the widow herself made application for a 
pension, but died before the proof was perfected. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. She never perfected 
her proof before she died, and now the heirs have 
perfected it and come forward and ask that there 
shall be a bill passed for their relief, who are 
entitled to nothing. 

Mr. MAYNARD. This case stands upon a 
different principle of equity from that where the 
widow makes no application. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. That makes no dif- 
ference. The ruse will not recognize the principle; 
and therefore I object. I would be very glad in- 
deed if the proper committee would consider and 
report a general bill upon this question. There 
are many cases which we ought to provide for. 

Mr. EDWARDS. I would inquire whether 
the gentleman from Virginia objects to the bill? 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. do. 

Mr. EDWARDS. Then no debate is in order. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I stated my objec- 
tion to see if it could be removed. 


JOHN A. HOPPER. 
A bill for the relief of the heirs of Captain John 





A bill (H. R. No. 361) for the relief of the legal || A. Hopper. 
i representatives of Captain Samuel Jones, of the |! 


The bill directs the Secretary of the Treasury 
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to pay to Rachel Yelverton, Catharine Elting, | 
Maria Zabriskie, and Sally Burhans, children of | 


Captain John A. Hopper, deceased, late of New 
Jersey, the sum of $10,000, in full consideration 


for the destruction of the dwelling house and other | 


property of John A. Hopper by the British while 
the said houses were im the actual military occu- 
pancy of the troops of the United States, under 
the command of Major Boyles, in the revolutionary 
war; provided, however, that the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall only pay the sum of money to the 


versons before mentioned, or their heirs-at-law | 


»y lineal descent, if cither be deceased, upon due 
proof that such persons or their heirs are the direct 
and lineal descendants of CaptainJohn A. Hopper 
aforesaid, deceased; the distribution thereof to be 
made according to the laws of New Jersey, ¢ xcept 
that none except lineal descendants of Captain 
John A. Hopper shall be entitled to an interest 
therein, 

From the report it appears that, during the 
winter of 1779-80, Major Boyles, with a large 
detachment of the continental oops, was quar- 
tered at Hoppertown, in the county of Bergen, 
New Jersey, occupyingas a garrison, among other 


* 


buildings, the dwelling-house and storehouse of 


Captain John A. Hopper, which were also used 
as a depot for arms, ammunition, and provisiohs 
for the American Army. ‘The evidence further 
establishes a fact that, while Major Boyles and 
his troops were still quartered at Hloppertown, on 


the morning of the 16th of April, 1780, they were | 
surprised by a body of British light horse, from | 


Staten Island; and, after a bloody engagement, in 
which Major Boyles was mortally wounded, and 
a brother of Captain Flopper aud others were 
slain, and many others, among whom was John 


+ Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 


Hopper, the father of Captain John A. Hopper, | 


were wounded, the American forces, by reason 
of the superior number of the enemy, were com- 
pelled to abandon their defenses; and the British 
fired the dwelling-house and storchouse of Captain 
Hopper, which had been occupied during the 


engagement by the American troops. The build- | 


: : 
ings were entirely consumed; and with them per- 


ished, not only the military stores of the American | 


forces, but the entire personal effects of Captain 
Hopper—furniture, some continental money, and 
the wearing apparel of his wife and children, 
leaving him and his family absolutely destitute. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I desire to say that there is 
a typographical error in the printing of the bill 
which was read to the committee. The commit- 
tee reported a bill for the payment of the sum of 
$2,000, but by an error in printing, the amountis 
stated at $10,000. I move, ifsuch a motion is now 
in order, to strike out the word ** ten,’’ and insert 
‘es two.”’ 

Mr. GARTRELL. 
Mr. HOUSTON. 
cessary to rectify a mistake, I think it had better 

be made before the bill is objected to. 

The CHAIRMAN. If the gentleman from 
Georgia insists upon his objection to the bill, the 
motion to amend is not in order. 

Mr. HOLMAN. ‘The mistake is in the print- 
ing of the bill, The original manuscript bill is 
correct. 

Mr. GARTRELL. 
amount? 


Mr. HOLMAN, 


I object to the bill. 


None at all. 


Mr.GARTRELL. Then J withdraw my ob- || 


jection, 
The CHAIRMAN. Do Lunderstand that the 
error is in the original bill, or only in the printed 


er" 
r. HOLMAN. Inthe printed copy. The | 


original is correct. 


As that amendment is ne- | 


from New York, and after a sharp engagement, 

in which a number of Americans fell, and John 

Hopper, the father of Captain John A. Hopper, 

was wounded, the place was taken by the enemy, 

and destroyed. These facts are all clearly estab- 
lished by the proof. 

All former reports—for this matter has been 
before Congress for twenty-five years—are favor- 
able to the payment of this claim; but they pro- 
posed to pay the sum of $8,000. An examination 
of the evidence by the committee did not seem to 
warrant them in reporting a sum greater than 
$2,000, which sum includes no interest whatever. 
The claimants before Congress are the daughters 
of Captain John A. Hopper, who preferred this 
claim before Congress prior to his death. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I suppose the prin- 
ciple is well settled, that where the property—a 
house, for instance—of a private person is occu- 
pied by the troops of his country, and is in con- 
sequence destroyed by the enemy, that property 
is to be paid for. That is the principle involved 
here; and there can be no doubt of its propriety or 

of its being a fixed legal principle, that adjusts all 
these quesuons. But I desire to ask why this 
claim was not sent to the Court of Claims? 

Mr. HOLMAN. The only answer I can make 
is this: this claim was brought before Congress 
more than a quarter of a century ago, by Captain 
Hopper himself. It was favorably reported on in 
both branches of Congress. Probably for that 
reason it was kept before Congress instead of being 
sent to the Courtef Claims. 

I rather think this 
claim is a good one, and I will not object. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I want to ask the gentle- 
man a question. I find on page 21 of the Calendar 
a bill for the relief of Mary Ann Hopper; I find 
another bill for the relief of Mary Hopper; and 
I find another for the relief of the heirs of John 
Hopper. I would like to know from the gentle- 
/man from Indiana whether or not these are 
claims arising from the same subject-matter, and 
whether or not the Congress of the United States 
will be called upon to settle these other claims 
together with the one now under consideration? 

Mr. HOLMAN. The claims mentioned are 
not at all connected with the case now under con- 
sideration. The property of John Hopper, father 
of John A. Hopper, was destroyed at the same 
time; and bills are reported for the payment of the 
claimants. I would further state that Mr. Liv- 
ingston, the Governor of New Jersey, wrote to the 
Continental Congress calling its attention to these 
losses. Governor Livingston says that the fact 
that the property was destroyed in consequence 


\| of its occupation by troops of the United States 


Is interestincluded in that | 


The CHAIRMAN. Then po amendment is 


necessary. 


Mr. HOLMAN. This bill is reported from the | 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims, and it has | 
decided merits. The uniform policy of the Gov- | 
ernment has been to pay for property destroyed | 


in the revolutionary war by the American forces, 


or in consequence of the possession of that prop- | 


erty by the American forces. The proof before 
the committee establishes beyond doubt that John 
A. Hopper was captain of a revolutionary force 
in New Sonar, he residing at the time of shislone 


at Hoppertown; that in the winter of 1779-80, 
his storehouse and dwelling were occupied by 
Amerrean forces; that while they were in their 
possession, they were attacked by British forces 





| is a matter beyond all controversy whatever; and 

certainly, on all sound principles, it ought to be 

paid for. If there be a single case of this charac- 
| ter before Congress which ought to be a subject of 
adjustment, I insist that this is such acase. The 
facts are clearly established; and the case comes 
| within the rule indicated by the gentleman from 
| Virginia, [Mr. Smurn,] which should govern the 
adjustment of such claims. 

Mr. PEYTON. Do I understand that the ty- 
pographical error has been corrected, and the sum 
of $2,000 substituted for that of $10,000? 

Mr. HOLMAN. IL understood from the Chair 
that the error being in the printed bill, and not 
in the original bill, no amendment is necessary. 
| The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has e in- 
re and is told that the original bill is not here. 
The Chaircannot, therefore, say whether the error 
is in the original bill or not. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Then I move the amend- 
ment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair willregard the 
original bill as identical with the printed bill, and 
will entertain th® amendment to strike out the 
words ** $10,000" and insert the words ‘* $2,000.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The bill, as amended, was laid aside, to be re- 


ported to the House with a recommendation that 
it do pass. 


JOSIAH ATKINS. 


A bill (H. R. No. 365) for the relief of Josiah 
Atkins, of Ohio. 

The bill directs the Secretar 
cause to be issued to Josiah Atkins, of Ohio, a 
bounty land warrant for one hundred and sixty 
| acres in lieu of warrant No. 54893, issued to At- 


of the Interior t6 


OBE. 






May 4, 
kins under act of March 3, 1855, the same havine 
been lost in transmission through the mails b 

, the Commissioner of the General Land Office to 











|| the register and recorder at Council Bluffs, Towa, 


| in 1858. 

| Mr. HOUSTON. I wish to suggest, to the gen. 
| tleman having this billin charge, whether it should 
| not be amended by putting it in the power of the 
Secretary of the Interior to make some regulation 
on which the warrant shall issue. As it is now, 
the bill requires no evidence that the warrant was 
| lost. It requires no sort of guarantee on the part 
| of the person to whom it was issued. Suppose 
that the warrant should make its appearance reg. 
ularly indorsed by the party or by his authority, 
then there would be two warrants out for the 
same service. There is nothing in the bill, it 
seems to me, which properly protects the Govy- 
ernment or the Land Office against fraud growing 
out of the old warrant. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman pro- 
pose an amendment? 

Mr. HOUSTON. I propose to add, ** under 
| such rules and regulations as the Secretary of the 
| Interior may adopt.’’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was laid aside, to be re- 
| ported to the House with a recommendation that 
| it do pass. 


WILLIAM PACKWOOD. 


A bill (H. R. No. 366) for the relief of Wil- 
liam Packwood. [Objected to by Mr. Carey.] 


PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS IN MISSOURI. 


A bill (H.. R. No. 118) to confirm certain-private 
land claims in the State of Missouri, and for other 
purposes. 

r. PEYTON. That is a public bill, and 1 
object to it. 


BRAGG AND GIBSON. 


A bill (H.R. No. 367) for the relief of Braxton 
Bragg and Randall L. Gibson. 

The bill confirms Braxton Bragg and Randall 
L. Gibson in their claim to the portion of the tract 
of land known and Segeansed te the surveys of 
the United States for the southeastern district of 
Louisiana as section or lot twenty-seven, of town- 
ship fourteen south, in range sixteen east, (west of 
the river Mississippi,) which they are now re- 
spectively in possession of, under title derived 
from Domingo Esteve or his heire, and directs 
that a patent shall issue therefor, as in ordinary 

. cases. 

There being no objection, the bill was laid aside, 
to be reported to the House with a recommenda- 
tion that it do pass. 


TILMAN LEAK. 


A bill (S. No. 55) for the relief of Tilman 
Leak. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to 
cause to be refunded to Tilman Leak the sum of 
$679 57, the amount paid by him to the United 
States as purchase money for fractional sections 
six and seven, in township nineteen, range north 
eighteen, in Alabama, at a sale therepf, as *‘ dead 
and abandoned’’ Indian reserves, under the Creek 
treaty of 1832, made by William Garrett, agent 
of the United States, on the 7th of May, 1856; 
provided that Tilman Leak shall first surrender 
any patent which he may have therefor for can- 
cellation, and release to the United States by 
deed all his claim and interest therein. 

There being no objection, the bill was laid aside, 
to be reported to ao tlous with a resolution that 
it do pass. 


GEORGE STEALEY. 


A bill (S. No. 70) for the relief of George 
Stealey. 

The bill refers the account furnished by George 
Stealey, for services rendered and expenses in- 
curred by him as agent, appointed by the Indian 
commissioners of the United States for California 
to visit the northern tribes of Indians in said State, 

| to the Third Auditor of the Treasury, with au- 
thority to cause the same to be settled upon prin- 
ciples of equity and justice, and the amount thereof 
to be paid out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated; the settlement to be made 
upon satisfactory vouchers showing that the ex- 
penses were actually incurred, and that the prices 
paid were just and proper under the peculiar cir- 
cumstances of the case. 
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There being no objection, the bill was laid aside, 
to be reported to the House with a recommenda- 
tion that it do pass. 

LIVINGSTON, KINKEAD & CO. 

An act (S. No. 69) for the relief of Livingston, 

Kinkead & Co. [Objected to by-Mr. Curry.] 
MICHAEL T. SIMMONS. 

A bill (H. R. No. 369) forthe relief of Michael 

T. Simmons. [Objected to by Mr. Garrrett.|] 
ISRAEL JONSON. 


A bill (H. R. No. 370) for the relief of Israel | 


Johnson. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Treasury 
to pay to Israel Johnson, of Cass county, Indi- 
ana, the sum of $570. 

It appears from the report, which was read, 


that in 1833 an attempt was made by General |! 


William Marshall, Indian agent, and Nichotas 





D. Grover, sub-agent, to form a treaty with the 


Miami tribe of Indians, at the forks of the Wa- | 
bash; that, at the requestand under the direction | 
of the agent and sub-agent, Johnson hauled from || 
Logansport to the ar ground three loads of | 


baggage, for which he c 


iarges forty-five dollars | 
per load, making $135. 


He also hauled, by or- 


der of the agents, one load of baggage from the | 


treaty ground to veg amet station for the Pot- 
tawatomies on the Tippecanoe river, for which 
he was also to receive forty-five dollars; that be- 
ing a hotel-keeper at Logansport, he had, by di- 
rection of the agents, entertained and kept a large 
number of Indians and their horses for some time 
prior to the attempted treaty, for which he charges 
$220; that while the Indians were in council, by 
the direction of the agents, he gave a public din- 
ner to the chiefs and headmen of the tribes, Mi- 
amies and Pottawatomies, for which he charges 
seventy-five dollars. Ele was also employed by 
the agents to transport six Pottawatomie boys to 
Madison, on their way to the Choctaw academy, 
for which they were to pay him $100. 


White other allowances of a similar character | 
for services at the same time were allowed by the 


War Department, this claim was omitted through 
the negligence of General Marshall, the chief 
agent and commissioner. 


was at that very time absent, hauling a load for 


the United States to the Pottawatomie payment | 


ground, and being out of sight was forgotten in 
the hurry of the hour. General Grover in his 
affidavit explains this by allusion to the well- 
known carelessness, in the matter of accounts, of 
his superior. 

Mr. QUARLES objected; but yielded to 

Mr. COLFAX. Lask the Clerk to read a letter 
from the present Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
who was chairman of the Indian Committee of 
the last Congress. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 


Wasnuinoton, D. C., April 4, 1860. 
Dear Str: In answer to your inquiry touching the ac- 


tion of former committees of the House of Representatives, | 


upon the claim of Israel Johnson, of your district, for labor 
performed and provisions furnished at the treaty with the 
Miamies, in 1833, I have to say that the claim was investi- 
gated by the Committee on Indian Affairs of the last Con- 
gress, of which I was chairman, as it had been by previous 
committees; and from my recollection, they unanimously 
concurred in its justice. It seemed that his accidental ab- 
sence when the treaty failed, and the accounts for the ex- 
penses in helding the council were certified by the com- 
missioner, alone prevented bim from long since receiving 
the pay which his proof showed that he was fairly entitled 
to receive. 
Yours, respectfully, 
Hon. 8. Courax, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 


A. B. GREENWOOD. 


The CHAIRMAN inquired if any objection | 


was made to the passage of the bill; and none 
being made, ordered it to be Ihid aside. 

Mr. JONES, (in his seat.) 1 object. 
_ Mr. COLFAX. I hope not. The claim isa 
Just one, indorsed unanimously by the Indian 
Committee of the last House and the present one, 
and by the present Commissioner of Indian Af- 
fairs, who states the reason why this claimant, 


who would not ask Congress for any but a just 


debt, has not received his pay heretofore. 
sides, the gentleman was too late in his objection, 
and did not rise to make it. 

Several Members. 
objection will not be pressed. 


On the failure of the | 
treaty, the accounts were hurriedly made up dur- | 
ing the night following, and the treaty ground | 
abandoned early the next morning. Mr. Johnson || 








It ss all right now. The } 
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and the objection came too late, after the bill was 
ordered to be laid aside. 

The bill was then laid aside, to be reported to 
the House with a recommendation that it do pass, 


JOSEPH B. EATON. 

A bill (H.. R. No. 371) for the relief of Joseph 
B. Eaton. The bill directs the proper accounting 
officers of the ‘Treasury to pay to Joseph B. Eaton, 
assignee of Moses Carson, the sum of $653, for 
twenty-five horses and saddles and three boxes of 
yercussion caps, furnished by Carson to Colonel 
Frémont’s battalion of mounted volunteers on the 
30th and 31st of October, 1846. 

It appears from the report, which was read, that 
Mr. Eaton claims payment for twenty-five horses, 


one saddt, and a small lot of percussion caps, | 


eee of Moses Carson by Lieutenant J. W. | 


Revere, of the United States Navy for the use of 


| the mounted volunteers, commanded by Lieuten- | 


ant Colonel John C. Frémont, in California, dur- 
ing the war with Mexico, in October, 1846, for 
which Lieutenant Revere gave his due bill, amount- 


ing to $653, to Carson, and which was transferred | 


to the petitioner by Carson, in the regular course 
of mercantile transactions in California; that the 


due bill or certificate so issued to Moses Carson, | 


by Lieutenant Revere, certifying that there was 


| **due to said Moses Carson, for saddles, horses, 


arms, &c., (as per account,) purchased for the 


service of the United States, by order of Lieuten- | 
, ant Colonel John C. Frémont, $653,’’ with an 


indorsement thereon by Lieutenant Colonel Fré- 


mont, stating that it was * within his knowledge | 
that said supplies were furnished by Moses Car- | 


son for the service of the United States,’’ was sub- 


mitted to the board of officers appointed by the | 


War Department, in pursuance of the sixth sec- 
tion of the act of Congress for the support of the 


Army, approved August 31, 1852; but on Febru- | 
| ary 11, 1854, the board decided to hold the claim || 
suspended, ‘*in order to receive from Mr. Jacob || 
Leese (through the Fourth Auditor) the original | 
bills or accounts which were deposited by Lieu- || 
| tenant Revere with Mr. Leese.’ 

> . 3 “o « +f) re : » _ he 
qines Sin ok pyrenane wee Fane tn te Poaie 5 | charged from the further consideration of the joint 


ditor’s office, however, the board was dissolved, 
whereby this claim failed to be included in the 
report of ‘* claims allowed ”’ by the board, for the 


payment of which Congressynade the necessary || 
a 


Nepereee. 


he bill was laid aside, to be reported to the 


House with a recommendation that it do pass. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I move that the commit- 
tee rise. 

Mr. BUFFINTON. Let us go on for another 
hour. 

Mr.CRAWFORD. Very well, I withdraw the 
motion. 


JOHN C. M’FERRAN. 


A bill (H. R. No. 372) for the relief of John C. 
McFerran, of the United States Army. [Objected 
to by Mr. Jones.] 

Mr. CRAWFORD. 
tee rise. 

Mr. CURTIS. Let us sit longer. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. 
will adjourn over till Monday. 


I move that the commit- 


The committee divided; and there were—ayes 


16, noes 46. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. We had bet- 


ter rise and pass the bills that we have agreed | 


to repgrt to the House. I demand tellers on the 


motion to rise. 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Ernerince | on 
| the Treasury to pay to Charles James Lanman 


and Wooprurr were appointed. 
Mr. SHERMAN. hope that the committee 


| will rise, and that, after we pass the bills which || 


are to be reported to the House, we shall go into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


Union, in order to enable gentlemen to make || ; 2 - : 
; 1 6 ¥ | the third reading of the bill. 


speeches on the tariff bill. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I do not object to that. 

Mr. Crawrorp’s- motion was agreed to; the 
tellers having reported—ayes thirty-seven, noes 
not counted. 

The committee rose, and Mr. Stanton having 


Be- || taken the chair as Speaker pro tempore, Mr. Mitt- 
| son reported that the Committee of the Whole 


House had, according to order, had the Private 
Calendar generally under consideration, and had 
directed him to report to the House bills of the 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair announced that | 


members who object must rise from their seats; | 


Before the ori- | 


| withdrawn his objection. 


We do not object if you | 
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following titles, with the recommendation that 
they do pass without amendment: 

A bill CH. R. No. 352) for the relief of James 
Hooten; 

A bill CH. R. No. 353) for the relief of Thomas 
P. Livingston; 

A bill CH. R. No. 355) for the relief of Alex- 
ander Albertson, of Platte county, Nebraska; 

A bill (H.R. No. 367) for the relief of Braxton 
Bragg and Randal! L. Gibson; 

An.act (S. No. 55) for the relief of Tilman 
Leak; 

An act (S. No. 70) for the relief of George 
Stealey; 

A bill (H. R. No. 370) for the relief of Israel 
Johnson; 

A bill GH. R. No. 371) for the relief of Joseph 
B. Eaton; and 

A bill (HL. R. No. 435) to refund to the Terri- 
tory of Utah the expenses incurred in suppressing 
Indian hostilities in the year 1853. 

And had also directed him to report to the 
House bills of the following titles, with the rec- 
ommendation that they do pass with amend- 
ments: 

A bill (H. R. No. 363) for the relief of the heirs 
of Captain John A. Hopper; and 

A bill (H. R. No. 365) for the relief of Josiah 
Atkins, of Ohio. 

Mr. TAPPAN. 
sidered en masse. 

There was no objection. 

The amendments reported were agreed to. The 
House bills were severally ordered to be engrossed, 
and read a third time; and they were accordingly 
engrossed, read the third time, and passed; and 
the Senate bills were severally ordered to be read 
a third time, and they were accordingly read the 
third time, and passed. 

Mr. TAPPAN moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bills were passed, aid also moved that 
the motion to reconsider be laid upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


I suggest that the bills be con- 


WILLIAM H. DE GROOT. 


Mr. BARR. Iask that the Committee of the 
Whole House on the Private Calendar be dis- 


resolution No. 17, for the relief of William H. 
De Groot. It was objected to this morning, but 
1 understand that the gentleman who objected is 
willing to withdraw his objection. It will take 
but a few minutes to pass it. 


Mr. KILLINGER. 1 agree to withdraw my 


| objection to the joint resolution, if it be referred 


back to the Sceretary of the re who has 
already investigated the claim, instead of having 
it referred to the Secretary of War. Otherwise, 


'{ must insist on my objection. 


Mr. BARR. [ understood the gentleman had 


I shall not press the 
matter. 
CHARLES JAMES LANMAN. 


Mr. TAPPAN. Lask the unanimous consent 
of the House to discharge the Committee of the 


| Whole House on the Private Calendar from the 


further consideration of the bill (H. R. No, 340) 
for the relief of Charles James Lanman. 

Mr. THOMAS. I merely wish to remark that 
it was on my objection the bill was passed over, 
some days ago. I withdraw my objection. 

There being no objection, the Complies of 
the Whole House was discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the bill; and the House pro- 
ceeded to consider it. 

The bill authorizes and directs the Secretary of 


the sum of $2,578 §1, in full for his services and 
expenses while acting as receiver of the United 
States land office at Monroe, Michigan, from 1823 


| to 1831. 


Mr. TAPPAN moved the previous question on 


Mr. MAYNARD. lLask the gentleman from 
New Hampshire to withdraw his call for the pre- 
vious question, in order that | may make a state- 
ment. During the last Congress, the Committee 
of Claims reported a bill in this case; and I will 


' move that bill as an amendment at this time. 


The amendment was read, as follows: 

Strike out all after the enacting clause, and insert: 

That the Seeretary of the Treasury be,gnd be is hereby, 
authorized and directed to pay to Charles James Banman, 


| out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropri- 
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penses while acting as receiver of the United States land 
office at Monroe, Michigan, from 1823 to 1831. 
Mr.TAPPAN. I cannot yield for that purpose. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I object to the 
amendment. 
Mr. HOUSTON. 
to increase the amount. 
Mr. MAYNARD. Itis the amount reported 
by the Committee of Claims at the last Congress. 
Hy Mr. HOUSTON. When general consent was 





i 
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ae 





ated, the sum of $4,515 60, in (ull for his services and ex- | 


ie riven to the discharge of the committee, this | 


amendment ought not to be brought in. 

Mr. TAPPAN. I should prefer to have the 
amendment adopted; but as general consent was 
given, it would not be rightto press it. The pas- 
sage of the bill will be more secure as it is. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question caikeeaie and, under its operation, 
A the bill was ordered to be envrossed and read a 

third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 
Me. MAYNARD moved to reconsider the vote 
a by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


TARIFF BILL. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the rules be 
suspended, and that the Hlouse resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, with a view to discuss the tariff bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The rules were accordingly suspended, and the 
House resolved itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Curtis in 
the chair,) and resumed the consideration of the 
bill (H. R. No. 338) to provide for the payment 
P of outstanding Treasury notes, to authorize a loan, 
I to regulate and fix the duties on imports, and for 
5 other purposes, on which Mr. Loncnecker was 


c entitled to the floor. « 


_ THE 


sat || necessities of the national 
The amendment proposes || 
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revision of the tariff,as recommended, would have | at least as would foster, protect, and preserve within our. 
afforded the necessary relief. It was the general || ¢lves the means of national defense and independence, 


expectation of the people—at the North, at least— 
that the present tariff would have been modified 
at the last session, not only to meet the urgent 
rovernment, but also 
to have afforded the needed protection to the man- 
ufacturing and laboring interests of the country. 
3ut these pressing necessities were neglected, and 
the hopes of the people disappointed. But it re- 
mains for the present Congress to take some active 


and decided measures on the subject, and to show | 
a willingness to encourage and protect the hand | 


of labor. 

The views which the President expressed in the 
message to which I have referred, on the subject 
of the tariff, were not new to him, but such as he 
has long entertained. When a member of the 
United States Senate, in former years, he gave 
utterance to the same sentiments, and strongly 


advocated specific instead of ad valorem duties, and | 


considered it incumbent on Congress, in the ar- 
rangement of the duties, to make such a discrim- 
ination in favor of home manufactured articles as 
to encourage the mechanical skill and labor of our 
own people. In a speech which he delivered in 
the United States Senate in 1842, he said: 

**} would upon the present, as almost upon every other 
oceasion, have acted upon the principles of General Jack- 


| son—a man nearly as much distinguished for sagacity and 


statesmanship as tor his courage and conduct on the field of 
bate. That illustrious old man, having the subject of the 
review and reduction of the tariff of 1832 distinctly in 


| view, uses the following language in his annual mussage of 


Mr. LONGNECKER addressed the committee || 


in emeeet of the tariff bill. (His speech will be 
published in the Appendix.] 
Mr. ADRAIN. Mr. Chairman, it is not my 


intention on the present occasion to enter upon the 


discussion ofthat all-absorbing and exciting sub- | 


5 ject of slavery; but | propose to offer a few re- 
BR: marks on another subject of great interest and 
ae importance, which claims our earnest attention 


and speedy action. I allude, sir, to the subjectof | 


the tariff. And inadvocating such a tariff as favors 


and protects our own.domestic manufactures, and | 


the home industry of the country, I shall do so in 


accordance with the convictions of my own judg- | 


ment, and out of respect to the following joint 
resolutions adopted by the Legislature of New 
Jerscy, at its last session: 

*). Be it resolved by the Senate and General Assembly of 
the State of New Jersey, ‘That our Senators and Represeut- 
atives in Congress be requested to use all honorable means 
to revise the present tariff, so that the revenues arising from 
duties on imported merchandise shall be sufficient to de- 
fray an economical administration of the Federal Govern- 
, - ment,and soon extinguish our national debt, discriminating 

80 as tO protect our Own manufactures. 
R 2. and be it resolved, ‘That the Governor of this State 
3 be, and he is hereby, respectfully requested to cause to be 
oe transmitted to cach of our Senators and Representatives a 
: copy of these resolutions.” 

There are but two ways, Mr. Chairman, of rais- 
ing the necessary revenue for the support of the 
national Government; either by direct taxation, or 
by means of a tariff. The first method—that of 
direct taxation—has comparatively but few advo- 


this country. ‘The present method of deriving the 
revenue from duties on foreign imports has long 


4! The 
ee | satisfied with it, and have no desire to change it 
for direct taxation. But whether the duties levied 


shall be high or low, or imposed simply with a 


| home protection, have been questions which have 
long led to much and excited discussion. 

The President, in his annual message to the last 
session of Congress, earnestly called its attention 
to the present tariff, and recommended such a re- 
vision of it as would yicld a greater amount of 
revenue, and, at the same time, afford further pro- 
tection to the great industrial interests of the coun- 
try Butall his wise and patriotit reeommenda- 
tions were utterly disregarded, and Congress ad- 
- journed witho&t carrying them into effect, although 
the national Government was largely in debt, anda 
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cates, and will not likely ever become adopted in | 


been established, and become the national policy. | 
en majority of the American people are. | 
1 


| 
. 
f view to revenue, without any regard whatever to | 


December of that year: ‘The soundest maxims of public 
policy, and the principles upon which our republican insti- 
tutions are founded, recommend a proper adaptation of the 
revenue to the expenditure ; and they also require thatthe 
expenditure shall be limited to what, by an economical ad- 
ministration, shall be consistent with the simplicity of the 
Government, and necessary to an efiicient public service. 
In effecting this adjustment, it is due, in justice te the in- 
terests of the different States, and even to the preservation 
of the Union itself, that the protection afforded by existing 
laws to any branch of the national industry should not ex- 
ceed what may be necessary to counteract the regulations 


| of foreign nations, and to secure a supply of those articles of 
| manufacture essential to the national independence and safety 


in time of war.’ Inseveral of his previous messages to 
Congress he avows similar principles in terms still stronger, 
and in one of thei he cites the authority of Jefferson, Mad- 
ison, and Monroe in their support. 


* This is my creed, upon the subject of the tariff, and I | 


am both willing ond anxious to carry it out fairly into prac- 
tice. lam willingto unite with my political friends trom 
the North, the South, the East,and the West, in reducing 
the expenditures of the Government to the lowest point, 
consistently with the national honor and the national safety. 
I would not impose one dollar of duties on foreign imports 
beyond what may be necessary to mect such an cconomical 
expenditure. In adjusting these duties, however, I shall 
never abandon the principle of discrimination in favor of 
such branches of home industry as may be necessary to secure 
a supply of those articles of manufacture essential to the na- 
tional independence and safety in time of war. And this, 
more especially, after such manufactures have already been 
established at immense eapense on the faith of your laws. I 
would save them from sinking into ruin by a rate of discrim- 
ination necessary to preserve them.”’ 


With such strong and decided views as these 
on the subject of the tariff, held by the President, 


it would have been strange, indeed, if he had not 


called the attention of. Congress to its revision, 
when the manufacturing interests throughout the 
country were suffering so greatly, and lying al- 
most prostrate. He acted consistently with his 
suiblidhe-siigeaneed sentiments and action on the 
tariff question, and is entitled to much commend- 
ation for having made an effort, however unsuc- 
cessful, to revive and give new life and energy to 
those great manufacturing interests which add so 
much to the wealth, prosperity, and independence 
of the land. In his views and action on thg tariff, 
the President has been, however, but following 
in the footsteps of that great and illustrious man, 
Andrew Jackson, whose example of patriotism, 
and devotion to the best interests of the country, 
well deserve our closest imitation. If any man 
ever lived who had his country’s best interests at 
heart, it was that heroic old chieftain and states- 
man. He was ever alive to everything which 
tended to advance the prosperity, independence, 
and glory of the land. And hence he was the 
warm friend and advocate af home industry and 
home labor, and encouraged the fostering and pro- 
tection of such manufactures as renders us inde- 

endent of all foreign nations. In a letter which 
1c wrote to Dr. Coleman, dated April 26, 1824, 
previous to his election to the Presidency, in reply 
to one asking his opinion on the subject of the 
tariff, he said: 

* That he was in favor of a judicious tariff; such a one 


particularly in a state of war.”’ 


And after the American people had elevated 
him to the highest office within their gift, to which 
he was so preéminently entitled, he advanced sim. 
ilar sentiments-on the subject of the tariff in sey. 
eral of his messages to Caadnak In his first 
annual message he said: 


“ The general rule to be applied in graduating the duties 
upon articles of foreign growth or manufacture is, that 
| which will place our own in fair competition with those 

of other countries, and the inducements to advance even 
a step beyond this point, are controlling in regard to those 
|| articles which are of primary necessity in time of war. 

** We must ever expect a selfish legislation in other na- 
tions, and are, therefore, compelled to adapt our own to 
these regulations in the manner best calculated to avoid 
serious injury, and to harmonize the conflicting interests 
| of our agriculture, commerce, and manufactures.”’ 


But not only was Andrew Jackson a stron 

| friend and advocate of the manufacturing and la- 
| boring interests of the country, but some of the 
|| wisest and best of patriots and statesmen who 
|| had preceded him in the presidential office held 
like sentiments with himself on this subject, 
Such, for example, as Washington, Jefferson, 
Madison, and Monroe. Washington, in his first 
annual message to Congress, remarked: 


** The advancement of agriculture, commerce, and man- 
ufactures, by all proper means, will not, { trust, need rec- 
ommendation.”’ 


| And in his eighth annual message, he said: 


**Congress have repeatedly, and not without success, 
directed their attention to the encouragement of manufac- 
tures. The object is of too much consequence not to in- 
sure a eontinuance of their efforts in every way which shall 
uppear eligible.’’ 


Jefferson, too, felt a deep and lively interest in 
all that pertains to the progress and advancement 
of agriculture, manufactures, commerce, and nav- 


igation. And in his sixth annual message, he 
asked: 


‘¢ Shall we suppress the impost, and give that advantage 
to foreign over domestic manufactures? On a few articles 
of more general and necessary usc, the suppression, in due 
season, Will doubtless be right; but the great mass of the 
articles on which impost is laid are foreign luxuries, pur- 
chased by those only who are rich enough to afford them- 
selves the use of them. Their patriotism would certainly 
prefer its continuance and application to the great purposes 
of the public education, roads, rivers, canals, and such other 
|| objects of public improvements as it may be thought proper 

to add to the constitutional enumeration of Federal pow- 
ers. 


_ Madison, too, followed in the same track; and 
in his second annual message remarked: 


**'To a thriving agriculture, and the improvements relat- 
|| ing to it, is added a highly interesting extension of useful 
manufactures, the combined product of professional occu- 
pations and of household industry. How far it may be ex- 
pedient to guard the intancy of this improvement in the dis- 
tribution of labor by regulations of the commercial tariff, is 
a subject which cannot fall to suggest itself to your patri- 
otic reflections. Besides the reasonableness of saving our 
|} manufactures from sacrifice, which a change of circum- 
|| stances might bring on them, the national interest requires 
|| that with respect to such articles at least as belong to our 
defense and our primary wants, we should not be left in 
unnecessary dependence on external supplies. And whilst 

foreign Governments adhere to an existing discrimination 
in their ports against our navigation, and an equality or 
|| lesser discrimination is enjoyed by their navigation in our 
ports, the effect cannot be mistaken, because it has been 
seriously felt by our shipping interest.”’ 


And in his seventh annual message, he further 
observed: 


“*In adjusting the duties on imports to the object of reve- 
nue, the influence of the tariffon manufactures will neces- 
|| sarily present itself for cousideration. It will be an addi- 
tional recommendation of particular manufactures, when 
the materials for them are extensively drawn from our ag- 
riculture, and consequently impart and insure to that great 
fund of national prospertity and independence an encour- 
agement which cannot fail to be rewarded.” 


Monroe, entertaining like sentiments, and fol- 
lowing in the footsteps of his illustrious predeces- 
sors, in his first annua] message, remarked: 


** Our manufactories will require the continued attention 
of Congress. The capital employed in them is considera- 
ble, and the knowledge required in the machinery and fab- 
ric of all the most us€ful manufactures is of great valuc. 
Their preservation, which depends on due encouragement, 
is connected with the high interests of the nation.’ 


In his third annual message, he further re- 
marked: 


“It is deemed of great importance to give encourage- 
ment to our domestic manufactures. In what manner the 
evils adverted to may be remedied, and how far it may be 
practicable inother respects to afford to them further encour- 























ment, paying due regard to all the other great interests 
of the nation, is submitted to the wisdom of Congress.” 


And in his fifth annual message, he still further 
remarked: 


‘It may fairly be presumed that, under the protection 
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1860. 


iven to domestic manufactures by the existing laws, we 
shall become, at no distant period, a manufacturing coun- 
try, on au extensive scale. Possessing, as we do, the raw 





them toan indefinite extent ; raising within the country ali- 
inent of every Kind toan amount far exceeding the demand 
tor home consumption, even in the most untavorable years, 
and to be obtained always ata very moderate price; skilled, 


<o, as our people are, in the mechanic arts, and in every || “ee of - r . | 
wee, eee : ‘ ‘| British goods imported into India are free of all 


respect calculated to lessen the demand for, and the price 
of, labor, it is ax2nifest that their success, in every branch 
of domestic industry, may and will be carried, under the 
encouragement given by the present duties, to an extent to 
meet every demand which, under a fair competition, may 
be made on it. it cannot be doubted that the more com- 
plete our internal resources, and the less dependent we are 
on foreign Powers for every national, as well as domestic 


materials in such vast amount, with a capacity to augment | 


purpose, the greater and more stable will be the public fe- | 


licity. By the increase of domestic manufactures will the 
demand for the rude materials at home be increased ; and 


thus will the dependence ot the several! parts of our Union | 


on each other, and the strength of the Union itself, be pro- | hundred million pounds of manufactured cloth 


But on the | 


portionally augmented.”’ 


| ited from going into 


| quantities, 


Thus it will be seen that the former Presidents, i 
Washington, Jefferson, Madison, Monroe, and | 


Jackson, all regarded with the deepest interest 
the encouragement and protection of domestic 
manufactures; and in this respect they were emi- 
nently wise and patriotic. In their administration 
of the national 


overnment, they were actuated | 


by one single object, which was to promote the | 
highest prosperity and independence of the coun- | 


try; and I, for one, am willing to follow in their 


| tion is utterly abandoned. 
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ment of manufactures—the same policy which | 
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| tleman from South Carolina [Mr. Boyce] madea 


she has been pursuing towards British India. Ever | report to this House, in which he strongly advo- 


since she has acquired sway over thatempire, her 


aim has been to destroy all manufactures, and force | 


the inhabitants to the mere production of the raw 
material. All articles manufactured in India have 
been subjected to heavy duty in England, while 
restriction. Machinery and artisans are prohib- 
ndia,,and every loom is 
taxed; and the further manufacture of salt pro- 
hibited from the vast salt ponds and coasts of In- 
dia. At the period when manufactures flourished 
in India, before their prostration through British 
cupidity and selfishness, cotton was grown in vast 
Enough was produced, not only to 
supply the home demand, but upwards of two 


Were exported to other countries. 
destruction of domestic manufactures, the price 
went down, and the quantity of cotton raised was 
greatly reduced; and in many places its cultiva- 
No cloth is now ex- 


_ ported at all; while, on the other hand, the annual 


footsteps, and be taught b them in the gcience of |! 


government. Were not Jeffers 
and Jackson great and leading lights in the Dem- 


efferson and Madison | 


ocratic party? and I want no better instructors, | 


and to follow no better principles than they laid 
down and inculeated. They were the friends and 
advocates of a tariff which would yield a sufiicient 
revenue for an economical administration of the 


courage domestic manufactures, and protect home || 
industry and home labor against the pauper labor | 


of Europe, and so am I; and whatever legislation 
can be bo for this purpose under the Federal 
Constitution, I am in favor of such legislation. 
The tariff question, Mr. Chairman, has too 
often been made a political one. In my opinion, 
it ought to be withdrawn from the field of poli- 
tics, and every man allowed to enjoy his own 


opinion in regard to it, without being classed with | 
any of the political parties of the day. At the last | 


session of Congress Democratic members of this 
Hotse were denounced as no Democrats, who 
were in favor of the revision of the present tariff, 
and of carrying out the views of the President on 
that subject. And who has forgotten with what 
bitterness of feefing a distinguished member from 
Pennsylvania, Hon. Henry M. Phillips, was as- 


sailed by certain free-trade members from the | 


South, who questioned his Democracy because 
he stood forth with such marked ability in defense 
of the President’s recommendation to revise the 
present tariff, with the view of raising the neces- 
sary means for the support of the national Gov- 
ernment, and of giving further protection to great 
industrial interests, which were in amostdepressed 
condition. And all other Democratic members of 
that House, who held similar sentiments, came in 
for a like share of condemnation, and were to be 
read out of the Democratic party. 

Here permit me, Mr. Chairman, to observe that 
this coalian men out of a party for a difference of 
political sentiment on any particular subject, is 
not quite such an casy matter to accomplish. The 
effort to do it on arecentand memorable occasion 
in the political history of the country, most sig- 
nall tiled; and the very men who were to be 
as pec of the Democratic party because they 
dared to differ with the President on the Lecomp- 
ton issue, were most triumphantly’sustained by 
the people as sound and true Democrats. In all 
political parties, sir, there must be some latitude 
of opinion allowed, and men are not to be made 
to square their political views, in all respects, with 
those*of one man, although that man should be 
the President of the United States. 

The principal object of a tariff should be for 
revenue; but in laying the duties on foreign im- 
ports, such a discrimination should be observed 
as tends to promote and encourage our owngreat 
national interests. All the tariffs of the country, 
from the beginning, have been more or less pro- 
tective in their character. 

_It was the policy of Great Britain, in the early 
history of our country, to prevent the establish- 





import of twist and cloth from England amounts 
to nearly eighty million pounds in weight. The 


people of India are now driven to the necessity of | 
raising cotton ata penny per pound, which is then | 
sent to England for manufacture; and then com- | 


pelled to pay just such price for the manufactured 
article as is demanded of them by their rulers. 


Mr. Carey, in referring to the altered condition | 


of manufactures in India, remarks as follows: 


“The power of consumption is consequently small, and 
the great domestic seats of manufacture, at which men, 
women, and ehildren, were accustomed to combine their 
labors, have disappeared. Dacca, one of the principal seats 


‘ E : || Of the cotton manufacture, contained ninety thousand 
national Government, and, at the same time, en- | 


houses; but its splendid buildings, factories, and churches, 
are now a Inass of ruins, and overgrown withjungle.”?— * 
* * * ** With the decline of Indian manufactures, 
the demand for the services of women or children has 


ceased, and they are forced either to remain idle or seck | 


employment in the field; and here we have one of the dis- 


tinguishing marks of a retrocession towards slavery and | 
barbarism. The men, too, who had been accustomed to fill | 


up the intervals of other employments, in pursuits con- 
nected with the cotton manufacture, were also driven to 
the field; all demand for labor, physical or intellectual, 
being at an end, except so far as it was required for raising 


| indigo, sugar, cotton, or rice.”’ 





This same arbitrary and exacting spirit shown | 
towards India, was manifested towards the Amer- | 
It was her chief | 


ican colonies by Great Britain. 
object to prevent our ancestors from engaging in 


| manufactures at all; and in the year 1719, ‘the 
| British Parliament declared that such pursuits 


tended to lessen their dependence on the mother 
country. The Board of Trade was specially di- 
rected to inquire into the extent and progress of 
the manufacturing interest of the colonies; and 
owing to their report, the British Parliament passed 


several acts striking directly at American skill and | 
industry. One of these acts prohibited the ex- | 
portation of hats from the colonies, or trading in | 


them from colony to colony, and another the erec- 
tion of sliding and rolling mills and plating forges. 
So great was the hostility of Great Britain to 
American manufactures, in consequence of their 
interference with her own domestic interests at 
home, that even the great and usually fair-minded 
Lord Chatham publicly declared in Parliament 
that ‘*he would not have the Americans make a 
hob-nail.”’ 

The ee and unjust policy of Great 
Britain at 


and our national Government established, one of 
the first acts recommended by the Father of his 
Country was for the purpose of giving encourage- 
ment and protection to home manufactures. It 


was considered by him, as well as by the other | 


| great American statesmen of that day, that one of 





° e ° | 
| industrial interests have grown up and prospered, | 


the first duties of American legislation was to foster 

and protect the labor and industry of the country. 

And under that wise and patriotic beginning, great 
2 


adding to our national wealth, power, and inde- 
pendence. 

It is an important question, whether this prin- 
ciple of protection, thus early established in the 
history of the country, by the wisest and best of 
men, and now become the national policy, shall 
still be upheld or abandoned for that of free trade. 
At the last session of Congress, the honorable gen- 


ast roused our brave and patriotic an- | 

cestors to strike a blow for American independ- | 

ence. And when that was so oe achieved, | 
n 


cated the abolishment of all duties on foreign 
goods, and a resort to free trade and direct tax- 
ation. Such a proposition, if adopted, would at 
once strike down our manufacturing establish- 
ments. It would be impossible for them to con- 
tend against the pauper labor of Europe. If all 
protection was withdrawn, the pe of labor now 
paid in our manufactories would immediately go 
down to the level of that paid in Europe; and the 
result would be a perfect influx of foreign man- 
ufactures thrown upon the country. The conse- 
quence would be, that no inducement would be 
held out in the shape of good wages to foreign 
labor to seek our shores, and the downfall of 
American capital. It is time enough to withdraw 
from around our home manufactures the protect- 
ing arm of the Government when they have 
reached such a firm and permanent basis as to 
bid defiance to all foreign competition. Until that 
| is done, let us adhere to the established policy of 
the Government, and give such protecting care 
to the industry and labor of the country as is 
afforded by a wise and judicious discrimination 
| in the imposition of duties. Iam for American 
legislation; such legislation as benefits our own 
people, and calls forth their industry, skill, and 
genius, and adds to our wealth, prosperity, and 
| national glory. The American people are dis- 
|| tinguished for their great inventive and mechan- 
ical genius; and I am for calling it into full and 
active exercise, as far as lies within the constitu- 
| tional power of the Government. And while our 
vast mountains are rich with the iron ore and the 
precious metals, waiting Snly to be wrought into 
useful and important manufactures by the hand 
_of American labor, | am for encouraging and 
strengthening that hand by all legitimate means. 
There is one branch of domestic manufactures 
which in an especial manner demands the protec- 
|| tion and fostering care of the Government; and 
thatis the manufacture of iron. It is needless to 
expatfate on the great value and importance of this 
interest. The iron ore is found in rich abundance 
_ in different parts of the country, and of the finest 
quality. Itis to be found in the mountain ranges 
of the South, as well as those of the North. Vir- 
ginia can boast of her iron deposits as well as the 
States of Pennsylvania and New Jersey. And it 
was asked not long since by a leading paper of 
| Virginia, the Richmond Enquirer: 





“ Why should Virginia buy foreign iron? 
she spend $2,000,000 or over, annually, for iron, when she 
has a superabundance of iton every hand?) Why should 
the State of Virginia pay three fifths of that amount, even 
if afew impracticable individuals should think proper to 
encourage foreign before home industry? Is it not emi- 
nently evident—as plain as the most palpable truth could 

| be—that the gold she sends abroad is lost, while that which 
she spends athome is, in reality, not spent? It she collects 
it from one citizen, and pays it back tu another, Is she not 
as rich and as able as if it were neither collected nor paid ? 
The wealth of the State is the wealth of the people. If 
| the two hundred thousand tons of iron, with which our 
| railroads are built and equipped, were made in Virginia, 
the $2,000,000 which we spent for that iron would now be 
| in circulation among us, or its equivalent, in mines, manu- 
| factures, and improvements, which would be yearly pro- 
ducing not only the proceeds of that vast investment, but 
its inerease—and that would have doubled ere this.’’ 


peer eee 


| The iron of this country is now proved to be 
most admirably adapted to the purposes of a rail- 
way. It is much superior in quality, and wears 
‘| much longer than the Englishiron. The railway 
of the road running from Philadelphia to Pitts- 
burg, through the center of Pennsylvania, is laid 
with American iron, and it is said that fewer acci- 
| dents have occurred on this road from the break- 
ing of the rail, than on any other, At one time 

; a portion of that route was laid with English iron, 
| and then accidents were of frequent occurrence, 
in consequence of the inferiority of that iron. 
|| The railway of the New Jersey Railroad and 
| Transportation Company, running from Jersey 
|| City to New Brunswick, is of the iron ore dug 
\| from the mines of Sussex and Morris counties, 
and manufactured at the Trenton Iron Works, ip 
|| New Jersey. No accidents, I believe, have’evér 
_ occurred on this road, which is one of the best in 
| the country, arising from - imperfection of the 
rail. The railway of the Camden and Amboy 
|| road, to some extent, is also of New Jersey iron 
| and manufacture. The Central railroad of New 
| Jersey is also laid with American iron, but con- 
| structed, I believe, out of the ore taken from the 
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mines of Pennsylvania. And here permit me to 
observe that the iron ore of New Jersey is pro- 
nounced, by competent judges, to be superior to 
any other, not only in this country, but in the 
world. Her iron, sir, is as strong and enduring 
as her people are true and steadfast to the Federal 
Constitution and our glorious Union. As her 
iron rail will never break, so neither will the 
attachment of her 
American liberty ever be broken. The patriotic 
sentiment which pervades and animates their 
hearts is that of the great and immortal Webster, 
** Liberty and Union, now and forever, one and 
inseparable.”’ 

Such, then, being the high character of our 
native iron, why should it not receive a fair and 
liberal protection; and why should an inferior 
article be permitted to usurp its place, and our 
own manufactories suffered to languish and die? 
This country is the great market for the English 
iron,and we are flooded with it of an inferior qual- 
ity. The ports of Europe are shut against it, and 
hence the necessity of forcing it into this country 
at any sacrifice. Russia and Sweden have heavy 
duties on iron. Thus it isat once seen why Eng- 
land is making every effort to break down our 
manufactories, that her own iron productions may 
here find a market; for if she is denied one here, 
the necessary consequence would be, thatshe must 
cease to be an iron-manufacturing nation. I am 
unwilling, sir, that she should monopolize our mar- 
ket, to the injury and destruction of our own iron 
manufactures. These manufactures not only give 
employment to thousands of laboring men, whose 
daily subsistence depends on their successful oper- 


operating means through which the all-important 
iron metal is dug from the bowels of the earth and 
converted to its many and usefulends. If not for 
these establishments, your iron ore would lie un- 


disturbed where nature placed it, and never receive | 
the plastic hand of American labor, and be con- | 


verted to those greatand useful purposes for which 
it was designed. It is this labor which nee@s pro- 
tection. It cannot compete with the pauper labor 
of Europe. 
couraging protection? Without the hand of labor, 
the iron ore is valueless. But, when that labor 
is applied to it, it then becomes one of the most 
important and indispensable articles of manufac- 
ture, 
henorable gentleman from 
Montcomery:]} 


** {tis labor that makes us great and independent. It 
eWwells the mass of material wealth, varies our national pur- 


suits, and makes us a world within ourselves. The hand of | 


nature formed these raw materials for the use of man, 
buried them out of the way in the bowels of the earth, or 
cast them by the river side, that man might dig from these 
great treasures as his wants required.” 


i have a word or two to say in regard to 2 
cific duties, which were so strongly recommended 


2y the President.in his annual message to Con- | 
I most fully concur with him | 


zress last winter. 
in his views, in preferring specific to ad valorem 
duties, wherever they can be applied. Specific 
duties are adapted in an especial manner to such 
articles as are sold by weight or measure, and 
which, from their nature, are of equal or nearly 


equal value; as, for instance, the articles of iron, | 


raw sugar, and foreign wines and spirits. 


One of the great benefits resulting from specific | 


duties is, that the revenue derived from them is 
more permanent, and not so fluctuating as when 


the duties are imposed on articles according to | 


their value. A specific duty is fixed and certain, 
no matter whether the article on which it is im- 
posed rises or falls in value. B&t not so with ad 
valorem duties. Again, to use Mr. Buchanan’s 
own language: 


* Specific duties would afford to the American manufac- | 
turer the incidental advantage to which he is fairly entitled | 


under arevenue tariff. The present system is a sliding scale 

to his disadvantage. Under it, when prices are high and 

business prosperous, the duties rise in amount when he 

least requires their aid. On the contrary, when prices fall, 

x ye is struggling against adversity, the duties are dimin- 
ved in the same proportion greatly to his injury. 


“Again, specific duties are a great protection against | 
fraud upon the revenue of the Government; and, in my | 


deliberate judgment, they are the best, if not the only means 


of securing the revenue against false and fraudulent in- | 


voices, and such has been the practice adopted for this pur- 
pose by other commercial nations.”’ 


Upon the ed-valorem principle the greatest temp- 
tation is held out to make false invoices, supported 


sons to the noble fabric of 


| the past. 


Will you give ita reasonable and en- | 


In the strong and — language of the | 
ennsylvania, [Mr. | 
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| by false oaths. The Government has been greatly 
| defrauded under this system, and the facility of 


committing fraud under the ad ralorem duties has 
been fully demonstrated in the report of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury to Congress in 1843: 

‘It is there shown that frauds had been systematically 
perpetrated on the revenue by this means fora series of 
years, by foreign importers and their agents, in collusion 


with custom-house officers. The frauds detected, however, | 


formed a very small part of those actually committed, and 


had escaped punishment. One British importer, Jolin Tay- | 


lor, jr., with the aid of a custom-house officer of the name 


of Cainpbell, in the course of twenty-one months, comimit- | 


ted frauds to the amount of $200,000,” 


The chief argument that is raised against the 


protective system Is, that it imposes additional 
taxes upon the people, by increasing the price of 
manufactured articles. Now, a word or two in 
reply to this argument. I would observe that all 
duties are in the nature of a tax; andif duties are 


| imposed at all, is it not sound policy to discrim- 
inate, So as to give encouragement and protection | 
In order to give this encourage- | 


to home labor? 
ment and protection, it may be that some of us, 


at first, have to pay a little more for articles which | 
Sut this does not last long, as the | 


we purchase. 
protection afforded calls forth the active energy, 
skill, and enterprise of the people, leading to a 
warm competition inthe manufacture of certain ar- 


ticles, which greatly reduces them in price. That | 


this is so, we have but to look for a moment at 
At one time, in this country, wrought 
nails, used inroofing, cost twenty cents per pound; 


now a very superior article of shingle nails can | 
| be purchased at three cents per pound. 
| us will doubtless recollect when sheetings cost 
ation and permanence, but they are the potentand | 


Most of 


thirty cents per yard; now a better article can be 


pure iased at from six to ten cents per yard. Cal- 


ico, in 1824, was sold for thirty cents per yard; 


now a very superior article can be had at from five | 
to ten cents per yard. Kentucky jeans were sold | 


in 1834 for one dollar per yard; in 1836 for eighty 
cents; in 1838-39 for sixty-five cents; and nowa 


| better article can be obtained at almost any coun- 
| try store at thirty-seven cents per yard. 


At one period we exported all our raw cotton 
to England, and it came back to us again in the 
form of manufactured goods. But what is the 
case now? Why, sir, we manufacture articles of 
cotton goods of a superior quality, and much 
cheaper than in any other country, and suppl 
not only the United States, put the English col- 
onies. . 

The tariff of 1842 placed a duty of three cents 
per pound on lead; which at once aroused greater 
activity in lead mining, and led to the formation 
of large companies for that purpose, and in 1846 
lead sold for three cents per pound. At the time 
the tariff of 1842 went into operation, but four 


| manufactories of cut glass existed in this country; 


but their number was soon greatly increased, giv- 
ing rise to the most active competition, which re- 
sulted in the manufacture of glass of the finest 
quality and most exquisite workmanship, which 
sold at a much cheaper rate than previous to the 
passage of that tariff. 

And, sir, I might go on in the enumeration of 
many articles, such as screws, hats, edge tools, 


pins, &c., which have all been greatly reduced in | 


price, in consequence of the protective principle, 
which built up and protected our own domestic 
manufactures. The benefits of a tariff which 
wisely discriminates in favor of our own domestic 
manufactures and of home labor may be summed 
up as follows: 

1. Such a tariff renders us, as a nation, wholly 
independent of all foreign Powers, in case of war. 
If we should ever be involved in a deadly conflict 
with any foreign nation—with England, for ex- 
ample—we then would have within ourselves the 


means of national deferfse, and not be dependent | 


on the sources furnished by a commerce at any 
moment liable to be interrupted or cut off. This 
was one of the reasons which strongly influenced 
Andrew Jackson in support of such a tariff, which 
would bufld up and protect our own manufactures. 

2. Another benefit is, that it leads toa diversity 
of pursuit. All men cannotand ought notto follow 
the same occupation or branch of business, for rea- 
sons which are perfectly obvious. "The more va- 
rious the pursuits of men, the greater will be the 
display of human talent, and more numerous the 
blessings and luxuries of life. The political econ- 
omist teaches that mbthing tends as much to in- 
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crease national wealth, and excite the inventive 
genius and skill of man, as a division of labor anq 
variety of pursuits. The creation of manufaety. 
ries opens up new sources for the employment of 
capital and labor. It turns the thoughts of mey 
into new channels, drawing them off from other 
occupations, and affords stll more employment to 
the hand of industrious labor; and, through the 
wonderful manufacturing process, the raw mate. 
rial of the land is converted into new and every 
variety of forms, exhibiting the most inventiye 
talent and adding to the wealth and prosperity 
of the nation. : 

3. Another benefit is, that a protective tariff 
furnishes a home market to the surplus products 
ofthe country. It has been aconstantly-repeated 
argument of the advocates of free trade that pro- 
tective duties were detrimental to the interests of 
the farmer. Now, if such were the fact, I cer- 
tainly would not favor them, particularly as th: 
district I have the honor to represent upon this 
floor is largely composed of those who cultivate 
the soil. But the establishment of manufactories 
benefits the farmer, not only in withdrawing vast 
numbers from the pursuit of agriculture, which 
lessens the amount of produce, and consequently 
augments its price, but it creates for him a hom 
market. Take, for example, the farmers in any 
part of the country, in the immediate neighbor- 
hood of a manufacturing town or city: and who 
does not know that they at once derive good prices 
for their produce and have a convenient market 
almost at theirown door? The farner must have 
a market for his crops, and the creation of manu- 
factories supplies him with one. General Jack- 
son, in referring to this point, in his letter to Dr, 
Coleman, April 26, 1824, remarked: 

* What is the real situation of the agriculturist? Where 
has the American farmer a market for his surplus product? 


Except tor cotton, he has neither a foreign nor home mar- 
ket. Does not this clearly prove, when there is no market 


, either at home or abroad, that there is too much labor eim- 


ployed in agriculture, and that the channels for labor should 
be multiplied? Common sense points out at once the 
remedy. Draw from agriculture the superabundant labor; 
employ it in mechanism and manufactures ; thereby crea- 
ting a home market for your breadstuffs, and distributing 
labor to the most profitable account and benefits to the 
country. ‘Take from agriculture in the United States six 
hundred thousand men, women, and children, and you will 
at once give a home market for more breadstuffs than all 
Europe now furnishes us. In short, sir, we have been too 
long subject to the policy of the British merchants. It is 
time that we should become a little more Americanized, 
and instead of feeding the paupers and laborers of England, 
feed our own; or else, in a short time, by continuing our 
present policy, we shall all be rendered paupers ourselves.” 


Let not the agriculturist, then* be disposed to 
complain of the protection given to the manufac- 
turing interests. Instead of its being detrimental, 
it is productive of real benefit to him. It creates 
a division of labor, and leads hundreds of men to 


/engage in manufacturing pursuits, who would 


otherwise be employed in tlling the soil, which 
would incréase the amount of produce, and, con- 
sequently, lessen its price. The fewer producers 
and more consumers, the better for the farming 
interest. ‘That this isso is at once apparent from 
the simple question, ‘* Suppose all men were en- 
gaged in tilling the soil, and raising crops, what 
would you suppose they would realize from their 
labor?’? Comparatively nothing, in comparison 
to what the farmer now receives for his produce. 
The true interest of our people and country is 
to encourage and promote, as much as possible, 
a division of labor. The more diversified the 
pursuits, the more varied the talent developed, and 
a greater variety added to the common stock, for 
the support, comfort, and luxury of man. 
‘These are some of the beneficial effects result- 
ing from protective duties, which should Jead us 
to favor such a discriminating tariff as protects 
and encourages our own domestic manufactures. 
The hand of labor ought not to be disregarded; and 
whenever the national Government can, within 
its legitimate powers, strengthen and encourhge It, 
it ought to be done. It is labor on which the 
whole wealth, prosperity, and independence of our 
country depends. It is the labor of the farmer 


that feeds us; that of the mechanic that gives us 
a house for shelter; and that of the manufacturer 
that clothes us. And, sir, whatever protection 
is given to American labor, it fully repays the 
Government and country. The products of the 
skill and labor of the American mechanic are seen 
on every hand, attracting the wonder and admira- 
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If any one doubts his sur- | 


tion of the world. | 
| 


prising ingenuity, just het him step into the Patent 
Office of Washington city, and there witness every 
kind of invention, marked by the highest talent. 
There is furnished full proof that the American 
mechanic is among the first in the world, and his 
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necessary ; or if it be necessary, then it is disgrace- 
ful to the country that it should be so. 

Mr. TRAIN. Does not the gentleman from 
Georgia want to keep these public grounds in 


|| proper repair? 


I do not object to that. 
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may — of a great many of the private bills. 
I move that we go into a Committee of the Whole 
House. 


The motion was agreed to. 
The House accordingly resolved itself into a 





F || Mr. CRAWFORD. Committee of the Whole House, (Mr. Davis, of 
ane guia one labor have added much to our national | seat lawameeeak the resolution to ot in ~ ee — pone al a 
5 c reno . | oe . - * eculo ly ronside Mis oO ’ y »* Cal- vas 
LW mate. It is such mechanical genius and labor that ex- | Mr. CRAWFORD. You state that $1,700 of aan sedcaoainntehiiee ae econ left off i 
id every cites our Warmest Interest and demands protec- || the appropriation for the inauguration of the eques- yesterday - 4) 
inventive tion. And'while we boast of our nation’s freedom || trian statue of Washington remains unexpended; | : WILLIAM HUTCHINSON gy 
rosperity and widely-extended domain, let us also be able | and you seem now agonizingly unhappy to have ees Te th 
; to boast of our great advance in American manu- || it expended. [Great laughter.] Linsist on my || A bill (H. R. No. 373) forthe relief of William Ae 
ve tariff »  factures. Will we afford these manufactories pro- | objection. Hutchinson. ay 
products > tection, and gladden the hearts and nerve the arms | COOLY TRADE. The bill, which was read, instructs the Secre- le 
: ‘ ° ee > or w "2 De . > roy: “al 7 + 
repeated » of the sons - oom ~ we ae wpe = - || Mr. ELIOT. Task the unanimous consent of || “TY of War to pay to William Hutchinson th He 
that pro- ’ struggle on disregarded and without our protect- || ac EE iaort Hie Mee oe leanne a. eae ; | sum of $150, in full setthkement of his claim for a 
lerests of ' ingecare? Inthe days of Washington, and Jef- || ot Pe 4 mete — ‘bie gg ovens ool compensation for services as a spy in the late war iy 
ot, I cer. - ferson, and Madison, and Monroe, and Jackson, 1 hi [ = here will be no objec tion inter 7 | with Great Britain. 8 
y as th : they found a warm friend and protector. | These || + ly vel 8 ae € an opportunity to say a word on || = -P,. report shows that the petitioner was a pri- i 
pon this > great and — men never turned their backs || The 18 gst Re 7 Pood | vate in at company of Captain Noah Forrest, ye 
cultivate ' upon the American mechanic and laborer, and ne- | oats Aes ea eee = ee oe a me which went from Harrison county, Kentucky, Ne 
factories : glected the home industry of the country. Let | aaaaned fa icieliics Nationa dia aa Ulneme ae Ragessontetives | during the late war with Great Britain, and served aig 
ving vast us, then, imitate in this respect, at least, their | any information recently received respecting the Chinese || In the Northwest in a regiment commanded by ae 
€e, which ' bright and illustrious example; and — to the || cooly trade, which has not heretofore been communicated || Colonel Butler. By the order of Colonel Butler, ‘ 
equently + hand of labor, work on, work with a will, for the || to Congress. || a company of spies was organized, and a promise im 
1 a hom sational Government will aid and protect you. | Mr. JONES objected. || was made to the men who composed it that, in , 
S in any Mr. NIXON addressed the committee in sup- || Mr. ELIOT. Our commissioner to China has || addition to their regular pay, they should receive : 
eighbor- port of the tariff bill. His speech is withheld for |) just sent information to the Secretary of State— | for their services as spies the compensation of one “4 
and who revision. : | information which it is very important should be || dollar per day. The petitioner became a member 4 
od prices Mr. FLORENCE. I move that the committee || communicated to this House. The information || of that company, and was employed in the duty ef 
/ market * rise. | is now being copied for the use of Congress. || assigned it fora period of five months, but has not Mae 
ust have The motion was agreed to. | Mr. JONES. I do not withdraw my objection. || as yet received any portion of the compensation ans 
of manu- , So the committee rose; and Mr. Binenamhav- || Mr. ELIOT. My resolution is introduced with || promised. ‘ae 
ral Jack- ' ing taken the chair as Speaker pro tempore, Mr. || the consent of the etek. |" No objection being made, the bill was laid aside, tf 
er to Dr, Curtis reported that the Committee of the Whole || Mr. FLORENCE. I hope objection will be | to be reported to the House with a recommenda- or 
on the “~“ 5 Sew Union = nee manne see || withdrawn to the introduction and adoption of || tion that it do pass. nd 
—— ' eration the Union generally, and particularly || the resolution. ; . one ee roe 
ment House bill No. 338, to provide for the payment | The objection was not withdrawn.* | cee ener n oe 
jome mar- of outstanding Treasury notes, to authorize a PERSONAL EXPLANATION || A bill (H. R. No. 374) for the relief of the ‘ 
no market ‘oan, to regulate and fix the duties on imports, |) Se aeee et ae er ee / | Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal rf 
enasbeor and for other purposes; and had come to nocon- | _ Mr. MALLORY. I rise to a question of priv- | Church. 
once the clusion thereon. || lege. 1 was absent on Tuesday last, when the || The bill, which was read, directs that there shell L 
ant labor; And then, on motion of Mr. FLORENCE, (at || honorable gentleman from Ohio {Mr. ALLEN] |} be patd, out of any money in the Treasury not % 
reby crea- halfpastfouro’clock, p.m.,) the Houseadjourned. |; made a speech, in which he explained his reasons otherwise “p yropriated, to the Missionary So- - 
a Seivendivens for rea es > vote a Tide feat on ciety of the I fethodist Episcopal Sone sum i 
Renton ai gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. Smiru] as || of $20,000, upon filing in the proper Department Y 
seco wil HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, a candidate for the office of Speaker. My atten- | a release to the United i e pieced by ‘ 
s than all Saturpay, May 5, 1860. | tion was called toa paragraph in that speech this || the Attorney General, of all claim to the land em- 
ie The House met at twelve o’clock,m. Prayer morning, and I deem ft due to myself and my con- | braced within the limits of the military reserva- 
ricani ze, by the Chaplain, Rev. Tuomas H. Stockton. ee oe it shall not pass without some no- | - — Relies, . Grogon' Bersisonys and a - a 
f England, * r Ree . : P . }} claim for damages for destr on of proper 4 
nuing our The Journal of yesterday wasread and approved. || Mr. JONES. Is that a question of privilege? || or near the land by the United States oben or i, 
urselves.” WATCHMAN FOR WASHINGTON STATUE. When the gentleman gets the floor in tes time || volunteers, or Indians, at any time anterior to the ie 
posed to Mr. TRAIN. Lam directed by the Commit- || he can answer the speech of the gentleman from || date of the release. ; 
nanufac- tee on Public Buildings and Grounds to ask unan- | Ohio, but he cannot rise now and take the floor || It appears, from the report, that the claim of the 
‘imental, imous consent of the House for the introduction || 00a question of privilege. || said society is for compensation for certain land ‘ 
t creates ofa joint resolution providing for the employ- || Mr. MALLORY. I wish to refer to a para- |) in Oregon Territory, taken by the Government ' 
f men to ment of a watchman to protect the equestrian || graph that affects my constituents. || for a military post, which the society asserts that 
0 would statue of Washington, and for other purposes. || -he SPEAKER. The Chair has frequently || it held under the second proviso of the first sec- 
1, which Mr. CRAWFORD. The only object of that |) deckled, during the presentsession, thatnewspaper || tion of the ** Actto establish the territorial govern- 
nd, con- is to create a place. There is no necessity for it, || paragraphs in reference to members are not 1m the |) ment of Oregon,’’ passed August 14, 1848. The 
roducers and I object. nature of questrons of ary | law provides “that the title to the land, not ex- ; 
farming Mr. TRAIN. If the gentleman from Georgia || Mr. MALLORY. [refer to the speech of the || ceeding six hundred and forty acres, nogy occu- ; 
ent from will hear the correspondence read between the || gentleman from Ohio,as it is published in the || pied as missionary stations among the Indian ’ 
were en- Commissioner and the Secretary of the Inte- || official meer of our debates in the columns of the || tribes, together with the improvements thereon, i 
9s, What rior. Globe. He has referred to me personally. The || be confirmed and established in the several re- i 
om their Mr. CRAWFORD. It is a matter of perfect |) gentleman from Ohio is present. A few moments || ligious societies to which said missionary stations ; 
1parison indifference to me. The ideaof employing aman || ago I gave him notice that 1 would bring this || ‘eran belong. ! . 
oroduce. at six or eight or twelve hundred dollars a year || matter to the attention of the House. | he Missionary Society of the Methodist a 
untry is todo nothing but sit there and watch that statue, The SPEAKER. Objection being made, the || copal Church, prior to the year 1840, established 
rossible, is to me the most outrageous idea. It is a dis- |; gentleman cannot proceed, the question not being || a flourishing and important station at the Dalles, 
fied the grace to the country. one of privilege. | on the Columbia river. At least thirty thousand 
ped, and _Mr. TRAIN. _ If the gentleman will hear me a HENRY WOODS. || dollars was expended in locating, organizing, and 
ock, for single moment, I know he will withdraw his ob- Mr. MOORHEAD. I ask the unanimous || SUpporting the station. In September, 1847, an 
\s jection, There is now no protection for the statue, | consent of the House to move that the Commit- || @'Tangement was entered into between the Mis- 
$s result- except a little low paling of wood. The grounds || tee of the Whole House be discharged from the || caeres Society of the Methodist apne 
lead us and shrubbery have been injured by the neces- || further consideration of House resolution No. || Church and the American Board of Foreign Mis- 
protects _ sary arrangements made for the inauguration. || 39) for the relief of Henry Woods, and that it be || sions, by which it was agreed that the American 
actures. __ There is a balance remaining of the appropriation put on its passage. : || Board should establish and sustain at the Daties 
led; and '. made for the inauguration, of $1700, which will ||" Mr, WINSLOW. It being proposed to put || an effective mission so long as the Territory should 
, within _ repair the grounds and shrubbery and fence, and |) that resolution upon its passage, | object. || remain Indian country, and should pay for certain 
urhge it, _ pay the watchman till such time as Congress ates oe | personal property, valued at $600, and uporf this 
lich the _ makes a permanent-arrangement for the protec- PREVATE. COLAEDAS. | express condi: the Board should have the use 
se of our _ tion of the statue. All we desire is, to authorize Mr. FLORENCE. This is private bill day; | and occupation of the station, and hold the same 
farmer 3 the Commissioner to apply the balance of appro- || and as itis objection day, we ought at once to || in trust for the Methodist Society. The American 
rives us ; priation to the object stated, until Congress can || go into a Committee $f the Whole House. '| Board entered upon the possession of the land by 
facturer j make permanent provision for the protection of || Yesterday a portion of the day was taken up || its agent, Dr. Whitman, and gave a draft for the 
otection _ the grounds. with other business that properly belonged to the || amount agreed on, as the value of the — 
ays the 7 Mr. CRAWFORD. I cannot withdraw my || consideration of the Private Calendar. We met || property, in the same month of September. Ip 
s of the | objection. There is not a man in the Republic, || to-day to consider the private business, and Tin- | December of that year Dr. Whitman was mur- 
are seen not a man upon this continent, who would inter- || sist that we shall at once proceed to do so. If | dered by the Indians, and all the whites, not only 


admira- 


fere with the equestrian statue of Washington. 
The resolution of the gentleman is wholly un- 


we go into committee at this time, and devote our 


time during the day to the Private Calendar, we |! to seck the settlements on the coast. The 


from this but from other stations, were —— 
epre- 


~ 





q 
i 
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pee amma. 
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dations of the Indians continued; and in June, 
1548, the Indian agent warned the missionaries 
of the danger of remaining in the country. A body 
of troops was posted at the Dalles, and held actual 
control of all the surrounding country during the 
summer and fall of 1848. In June or July, 1848, 
the friends of the American Board—their principal 
agent having been killed, the personal property 
having been destroyed, and the difficulties of keep- 
ing up the mission having greatly increased—pro- 
posed a surrender to the Methodist Society of the 
vossession of the property and of the draft which 
Pad not yet been paid, and a rescission of the con- 
tract on either side; to which the Methodist So- 
ciety, after some hesitation, consented. The re- 
scission was eflected in fact and form on the 13th 
of March, 1849. 


The troops continued in possession of the sta- | 


tion during a large portion of the fall of 1848, and 
returned in the spring of 1849. 
Major Tucker, with two companies of riflemen, 
took possession of the station, located a military 
fort there, and destroyed the houses, store, and 


In May, 1850, | 


barn belonging to the mission; and in the same | 


ee a military reserve of ten miles square, em- 
acing the land in question, was established by 
order of the President. In May, 1851, two mis- 
sionaries and agents of the Methodist Society re- 
turned to the Dalles for the purpose of resuming 
possession of the land, and reéstablishing their 
missionary work. They were, however, pre- 
vented by Major Hathaway, then in command. 
‘The Government has held military occupancy of 
the land ever since that time. In 1854 an order 
issued from the War Department to the general 
commanding the department of the Pacific, to re- 
duce the military reserve to an area not exceeding 


| 


six hundred and forty acres, and to have it laid off | 


in such amanneras in the least degree to interfere 


with private rights; and in pursuance of this order | 


the post has been permanently located and estab- 
lished, and three Stal and fifty-three and a 
fraction acres of the land originally held by the 
Methodist Society have been embraced wifhin its 
limits. 

Mr. HOARD. I must object. 
hundred acres of land there. 

Mr. CURTIS. Itis all right; and I hope the 
gentleman will withdraw his objection. 

Mr. HOARD. I want some one who is ac- 
quainted with the bill to explain it. 

Mr. CURTIS. 


There are six 


I am willing to give the gen- 


tleman the yeas and nays upon the bill in the | 


House. 
Mr. HOARD. With that understanding, I will 
withdraw my objection. 


No further objection being made, the bill was | 
laid aside, to be reported the House with a recom- | 


mendation that it do pass, 
JANE M. M’CRABR. 


An act (S. No. 65) for the relief of Mrs. Jane | 
M. MeCrabb, widow of the late Captain John W. 


McCrabb, assistant quartermaster United States 
Army®* 

Mr. JONES. I object. 

Mr.CURTIS. [hope the gentleman will with- 
draw his objection. 

Mr. WINSLOW. I desire to know if this 
bill received the unanimous approval of the com- 
mittee ¢ 

Mr. CURTIS. 
tion. 

Mr. HUGHES. 
the bill to be reported to the House, and there 
have a vote upon it by yeas and nays? 

Mr. JONES. There are twenty thousand just 
such cases as this, and I donot see why the widow 
of Captain MeCrabb should be vaid. any more 
than the others. I cannot withdraw my objec- 
tion. 


It did obtain their entire sanc- 


RICHARD W. MEADE. 


An act (S. No. 56) for the relief of Richard W. 
Meade. 


Will not the gentleman allow | 


The bill, which was read, directs the proper | 


accounting officers of the Treasury to pay to 
Richard W. Meade, late lieutenant in the United 
States Navy, out of any money in the Treasury 


not otherwise appropriated, the sum of $566 20, | 


being the amount of expenses incurred by him 
and his clerk for subsistence, while under orders 
of the Navy Department, and detained on shore 


received by them for commutation of their rations 
during the same period. 

No objection being made, the bill was laid aside, 
to be reported to the House with a recommenda- 
tion that it do pass. 


JOUN A. FROST. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


A resolution (S. No. 7) for the relief of the le- | 


gal representatives of John A. Frost, deceased. 
The bill, which was read, directs that the pro- 
visions of the first section of the act entitled **An 
act for the relief of the forward officers of the late 
exploring expedition,”’ 
1849, shall be construed. to embrace the claim of 


approved February 1, | 


John A. Frost, who was acting boatswain of the | 


United States brig Porpoise in that expedition, 
from January 1, 1839, to July 7, 1842, and that 
the amount found due to him shall be paid to his 
legal representatives. 

No objection being made, the resolution was 
laid aside, to be reported to the House with a rec- 
ommendation that it do pass. 


CAPTAINS HUDSON AND SANDS. 

A resolution (S. No. 16) authorizing Captains 
William L. Hudson and Joshua R. Sands to ac- 
cept certain testimonials awarded to them by the 
| Government of Great Britain. 
| The resolution, which was read, authorizes 


| Captains William L. Hudson and Joshua R. 


| Sands, of the Navy of the United States, to accept | 


the snufl-box and medal recently transmitted to 
this Government by the Government of Great 
Britain, to be presented to cach of them, as me- 
morials of their services in laying down the At- 
lantic cable. 

No objection being made, the resolution was 
laid aside, to be reported to the House with a 
recommendation that it do pass. 


DAVID D. PORTER. 
An act (S. No. 57) for the relief of David D. 
Porter. 
The bill, which was read, directs the proper 
accounting officers of the Treasury to pay to 
David D. Porter, a lieutenant in the Navy of the 


———— A 


traordinary expenses incurred by him in the dis- 
charge of his duty, under the aes of the Navy 
Department, on special service to the island of 
| St. Domingo. 





ommendation that it do pass. 
HIRAM PAULDING. 

A bill (A. R. No. 375) for the relief of Hiram 

Paulding. [Objected to by Mr. Currr.] 
INDIAN DEPREDATIONS IN NEW MEXICO. 

A bill (H.R. No. 376) providing for the ex- 
amination of claims for Indian depredations in the 
| Territory of New Mexico. [Objected to by Mr. 
| Ferny. 


upon which objection was made. If it was upon 
the ground that it is a public bill, the bill should 
be reported to the House and placed upon the 


| state of the Union. I make this suggestion as an 
| Indian depredations. 
Mr. FERRY. L have no objection to that. 
The bill was laid aside, to be reported to the 
House with a recommendation that 1t be referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
| the Union. 


DAVID V. WIIITING. 


A bill (H. R. No. 377) for the relief of David 
Whiting. 

The bill and report having been read, 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, said: It will be sten 
by the committee that that bill repeals existing 
resolutions, and involves a general principle. If 
that principle be right, the law ought to be re- 
formed; and I must object to it for that reason. 


a 
REUBEN AND RHODA Ht. CHAMPION. 


A bill (H. R. No. 378) for the relief of Reuben 
/and Rhoda Champion, (Objected to by Mr. 


| GARTRELL. 





There is no use in remaining in 


United States, the sum of $743, for certain ex- | 


No objection being made, the bill was laid | 
aside, to be reported to the House with the rec- | 


Mr. PHELPS. I desire to know the grounds | 


Calendar of the Committee of the Whole on the | 


act of justice to those who have suffered from | 


| 
Mr. TOMPKINS, I move that the committee 
at San Francisco, from the 15th of July to the | do now rise. re is 
30th of September, 1849, less the amount already || committee when objections are made to eve 





| 


j 





i 


| 
j 


| 
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ry bill. || 








___—sac src whl 
Mr. GARTRELL. If the gentleman nie “ra 


ing attention, he would d&tnow that objection js 
not made to every bill. 
The question was taken; and the motion Was 
not agreed to. 
TOUSANT LAVARNWAY. 
A bill (H. R. No 379) forthe relief of Tousant 
Lavarnway. [Objected to by Mr. Jones.] 
SUSANNAIL SCOTT. 
| A bill (H. R. No. 380) granting a “pension to 
Susannah Scott, widow of William Scott. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I would state agaiy 
to the committee, that that is one of the cases 
embraced in a bill reported, or to be reported, in 
which the general policy in such cases is to be 
established. I object. 


JOIUN FORRESTER’S CHILDREN. 
A bill (H.R. No. 381) for the relief of the sur. 


viving children of John Forrester, a soldier of the 
| Revolution. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. It will be seen, Mr, 
| Chairman, that the principle in that case is ex- 
actly the same as in the other cases to which | 
referred. I object. 

JAMES SAXTON. 


A bill (H. R. No. 382) for the relief of James 
Saxton, a soldier of the Revolution. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. The same principle 
is involved there. I object. 
CHARLES W. BROOKS. 


| A bill (H. R. No. 214) for the relief of Charles 
| 
| 


W. Brooks, of New York. 
The bill authorizes and directs the Secretary of 
| the Interior to place the name of Charles W. 
Brooks, of New York, on the invalid pension 
roll at the rate of eight dollars per month, and to 
| pay him at that rate from the Ist of January, 
| 1860, and continue during his natural life. 
| The report was read. It appears therefrom 
_ that Brooks was a private in Captain Kimball H. 
Dimmick’s company B, of the second regiment 
| New York volunteers, which served in California 
during the Mexican war; that he enlisted in the 
| summer of 1846, and served until the end of the 
war, in 1848, when he was honorably discharged; 
that while in service in California, and in the line 
of his duty, he incurred an injury or disability, 
which has ever since rendered him incapable of 
yerforming physical labor; that in the month of 
tas. 1847, Brooks was detailed to serve in the 
uartermaster’s department, and while serving 
hewele was much of the time employed, under 
the direction of his superior officers, in transport- 
ing stores with wagon and cattle from San Fran- 
cisco to the barracks, some three miles from the 
coast; that at night the cattle used by him were 
turned loose among the chaparral to feed, and 
would sometimes wander several miles from the 
barracks; that on one occasion, near the last of 
July, 1847, and at several other times, while 
Brceoks was hunting for the cattle, by the orders 
of his superior officer, he was poisoned while 
riding through the chaparral by. unavoidably 
coming in contact with a bush or plant, called in 
California the ‘* poison tree;”’ that for several 
weeks he was confined to his room, during which 
time his legs and arms were badly swollen, his 
| eyesight nearly destroyed, and his limbs and body 
covered with sores; that his health became some- 
what better, soas to enable him to resume his 
duty, and to serve until the close of the war; but 
he never recovered his health entirely, and has 





been almost ecntinually sick from that time to the 
present from the effects of the poison, and his 
general health is now totally broken down and 
destroyed in consequence of it; that in September, 
1849, he returned to his home in Chenango county, 
New York, and has ever since been unable to 
labor. 

There being no objection, the bill was laid aside, 
to be reported to the House with a recommenda- 
tion that it de pass. 


BUTTON M. YOUNG. 
A bill (H. R. No. 383) granting a pension to 
, Sutton M. Young. [Objected to by Mr. Jones.) 
SYLVANUS BURNIIAM. 


A bill (H. R. No. 384) for the relief of Sylvanus 
/ Burnham. 
The bill euthorizes and requires the Secretary 
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of War to place the name of Sylvanus Burnham 
upon the roll of invalid pensioners, and cause to 

be paid to him eight dollars per month, out of any 
moneys not otherwise appropriated, commencing 
from and after the 14th of November, 1858, and |) 
to continue during his natural life. 

The report was read. [tappears therefrom that |) 
Jurnham was a private soldier in the Indian war, 
under General Wayne, for three years from Feb- | 
ruary 28, 1792, and was honorably discharged. || 
While engaged in the discharge of his duties as | 
such soldier he was injured by the explosion of | 
a canister of powder. By this explosion his face 
was burned and his eyes nearly ruined. So seri- | 
ously was his sight impaired that for the last forty 
ears he has been unable to read. He had re- | 
ccived no pension, nor even a bounty land war- 
rant, at the date of his application. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I should like to 
know from the gentleman who reported that bill 
why the claimant cannot get his pension at the | 
Pension Office ? 

Mr. SPINNER. The chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions is at home; but I know 
all about the case. The claimant is now about 
ninety years old; and the pension, therefore, can- 
not last longer than a year or two. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would remind 
centlemen that debate is not in order, 
~ Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I would state to the 
Chair that the practice is to allow these little col- 
loquies, a8 objection may be obviated by them. 
How far back does the pension go? 

Mr. SPINNER. To the time when the bill 
was reported in the last Congress—December, | 
1858. 

There being no objection, the bill was laid 
aside, to be reported to the House with a recom- | 
mendation that it do pass. 


BERIAH WRIGHT. 


A bill (HL. R. No. 385) granting an invalid pen- 
sion to Beriah Wright, of New York. 

The bili directs the Secretary of the Interior to 
place the name of Beriah Wright, of New York, 
upon the roll of invalid pensioners of the United 
States, and to pay hima pension, at the rate of 
four dollars per month, from the 16th of Febru- 
ary, 1858, during his natural life. 

Che report wasread. Itappears therefrom that 
Wright was in service in the United States Army 
as a corporal, and that owing to exposure for | 
want of tents and clothing he was attacked with 
rheumatism so severely that Major Bayly, com- 
manding the regiment, allowed him to procure a || 
substitute and return to his home some four or | 
five weeks before the expiration of his term of 
service; that the term of service commenced May 
19, 1813, and Corporal Wright left in the winter | 
of 1813-14, to go home; that Wright left home 
in good health, robust and vigorous, and returned 
for medical advice; his complaint was rheuma- 
tism,and that it has disabled him one half or three 
quarters. . 

Mr. STOKES. I desire to offer an amendment 
to the bill. The chairman of the committec, [Mr. 
Fenton,] who is now absent, reported that bill. 
Wright is now drawing a pension of four dollars | 
= month, and it was intended to give by this | 
vill an additional four dollars per month. Want | 
to insert the words ‘* in addition to the pension he | 

| 








| 
| 








is now receiving.”’ It was intended by the last 
Congress to give this man eight dollars per month, 
but by mistake he only got four dollars. When |} 
the chairman of the committee reported this bill he || 
intended to have inserted the word “ additional.” | 
| 


I hope the committee will agree to the amendment. | 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Task the gentleman || 
from Tennessee how he knows it was the inten- | 
tion of the last House to give this man eight dol- || 
lars per month, instead of four dollars? Hl 
Mr. STOKES. I was informed of that fact by 

| 


| 


the chairman of the committee. Itis a very clear || 
case, and there is no question about it. I move | 
to amend the bill by inserting the words ‘in ad- | 
dition to the pension he is now receiving.” | 

} 


j 
' 


The amendment was agreed to. 


| 
The bill, as amended, was laid aside, to be re- || 
ported to the House with a recommendation that | 
it do pass. 
} 


ZINA WILLIAMS. 


A bill (H. R. No. 386) for the relief of Zina 
Williams. 


THE CON 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I would like to know 
what time the pension’ commences in that case? 
The CHAIRMAN. In 1858. 
Mr. JONES. I would like to know how the 
affidavits in these cases are verified; whether they 
are simple affidavits without any verification show- 


ing that they were taken before competent officers? 


The CHAIRMAN. Is there any objection to 
the bill? 


Mr. JONES. Unless the question be answered, || 


I will object. 
Mr. STOKES. 1 do not recollect having seen 


| any case before the committee on which the affi- 


davits were not made before some competent offi- 
cer, and were not certified by a court or county 
clerk. They are generally certified according to 
law. 


I will also state this other fact: when this case | 


came up in the committee, it appeared that this 
claimant could not get his pension at the Pen- 
sion Office from the fact of some technicality in 
the law. In cases where the proof is clear that 


| the claimant rendered the service and received the 
|| wound or injury while in the line of his duty, 
| pensions are refused, because of the absence of the 


testimony of some officer or surgeon. But when 
such cases come before the committee and are 
clearly established, the committee recommends 
the passage of bills granting pensions. I have 
no question as to the merits of this particular 
case. 


Mr. JONES. Lobject tothe bill. 1 believe in | 
a general law. If one man is to be put on the | 
pension roll for getting a little sick when he was || 
fighting, I think others ought to be pensioned too. | 


SAMUEL GOODRICH, JR. 


A bill (H. R. No. 387) for the relief of Samuel 
Goodrich, [Objected to by Mr. Jones.] 


jr. 
Mr. SPINNER: We had better rise, for it | 


. . } 
seems to be the determination of gentleman to | 


object to every bill. I move that the committee 
rise.* 

Mr. FLORENCE. I think we had better rise. 
One objection has had the effect to prevent almost 
any of the bills being reported to the House. I 
trust we will in the House adopt, by unanimous 
consent, a rule that five shall be required to object. 

The motion was agreed to. 


The committee rose;and Mr. Stanton having | 


taken the chair as Speaker pro tempore, Mr. Davis, 
of Indiana, reported that the Committee of the 


|| Whole House had, according to order, had the |) 
| Private Calendar generally under consideration, 
and directed him to report to the House bills and || 
joint resolutions of the following titles, with the 
recommendation thatthey do pass withoutamend- | 
|; ment: 


A bill (H1. R. No. 373) for the relief of William 
Hutchinson; 


Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church; 

An act (S. No. 56) for the relief of Richard W. 
Meade; 


A resolution (S. No. 7) for the relief of the | 
legal representatives of John A. Trost, deceased; | 


A resolution (S. No. 16) authorizing Captains 
William L. Hudson and Joshua R. Sands to ac- 


cept certain testimonials awarded to them by the || 


Government of Great Britain; 
An act (S. No. 57) for the relief of David D. 
Porter; 


A bill (H. R. No. 214) for the relief of David || 


V. Whiting; 


A bill (H.R. No. 384) for the relief of Charles | 


W. Brooks, of New York; and 


A bill (HL. R. No. 384) for the relief of Sylvanus | 


Burnham. 
That it had directed hinrto report to the House 


a bill (H. R. No. 385) granting an invalid pension | 
to Beriah Wright, of New York, with the recom- | 


mendation that it do pass, with an amendment; 
and that it also had directed him to report back 
House bill No. 376, providing for the examina- 
tion of claims for Indian depredations in the Ter- 
ritory of New Mexico, with the recommendation 
that it be referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I move that the House go 
into a Committee of the Whole House; but be- 
fore we take the question on that motion, I hope 
that a rule will be adopted that it shall take five 
members to object before a bill can be prevented 


GRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


A bill (H. R. No. 374) for the relief of the | 


1938 


from being reported to the House. As it is now, 
asingle objection in committee, for whatevercause, 
is fatal to a bill. 

Mr. GARTRELL. I object to debate. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I trust that 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania will withdraw 
his motion, and le: us dispose of the bills already 
|| reported. 

(| Mr. FLORENCE. I withdraw the motion for 


/ that purpose. I must say, however, that there 
is no use in having a Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions, if all its cases upon the Private Calendar 
are to be objected to. 

Mr. TAPPAN. I suggest that the bills be con- 
sidered en masse, except the bill reported for ref- 
| erence to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, which may be considered by itself. 

There was no objection. 

The amendment reported was agreed to. The 
House bills were severally ordered to be engrossed, 
and read a third time; and they were accordingly 
engrossed, read the third time, and passed; and 
the Senate bills and joint resolutions were sev- 
erally ordered to be read a third time; and the 
| were accordingly read the third time, and canal 

Mr. TAPPAN moved to reconsider the vote b 
which the bills and joint resolutions were oaeails 
| and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
| laid upon the table, 

The latter‘motion was agreed to. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. Stanton 
in the chair.) House bill No. 376, previding for 
, the examination of claims for Indian depredations 
in the Territory of New Mexico, has been report- 
|| ed, with the recommendation that it be referred 
|, to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. EDWARDS. The bill relates strictly to pri- 
/; vate claims, and I trust that it will not be referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
| the Uni@n, but that it will be put on its passage. 
| It provides a mode for the ascertainment of the 
| extentofcertainclaims. The gentleman who has 
| charge of the bill is not present in the House. 
|| Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. That bill would 
| have been objected to in committee if it had not 
| been the understanding that the bill should be re- 
|| ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
|| of the Union. That was the condition on which 
it was brought into the House. If I had charge 
| of the bill, and desired its speedy passage, I would 
'| certainly prefer that it should be referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
|| Mr. HOUSTON. I make the point of order 
that, as the bill makes an appropriation, it must 
|| haveits first consideration in the Committee of the 





|| Whole. It must, therefore, go to the Committee 
|| of the Whole on the state of the Union, or to a 
| Committee of the Whole House. 

|| Mr. EDWARDS. I do not object to the bill 
|| being recommitted to a Committee of the Whole 
| House. : 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I do not object to 
| that. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Ifthe gentleman really wants 
the bill to pass, he should prefer to have it go upon 
the Publie Calendar. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I demand the previous ques- 
tion, 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and, under the operation 
thereof, the bill was referred to the Committee of 
| the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. TAPPAN moved to reconsider the vote by 
|, which the bill was referred to the Committee of 
| the Whole on the state of the Union; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid upon 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


1} 

| 

| INDIAN HOSTILITIES IN TEXAS. 
| 
| 


| Mr. REAGAN. [ask the unanimous consent 
| of the House to have laid before the House a 
communication from the War Department. 

There was no objection. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid before the 
|| House a communication from the War Depart- 
| ment, transmitting, in compliance with a resolu- 
| tion of the House of Representatives, documents 
| received by that Department in relation to the 
|| troubles on the Texan frontier since the last com- 
|| munication to the House on this subject; which 
| was referred to the Committee on Military Af- 
| fairs, and ordered to be printed. 
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PRIVATE CALENDAR. 

Mr. TAPPAN. I move thatthe House resolve 
itself into a Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. Is it not the purpose to 

go into the Committee of the Whole on the state 


of the Union this evening, in order to take up | 


and discuss the tariff bill? 
Mr. TAPPAN. Yes, sir; 1 understand that 


that is the intention. 


Mr. FLORENCE. 


vate pusiness as we can. 

for the public business. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I move that the 

rules be suspended, and the House resolve itself 


into the Committee of the Whole on the state of | 


the Union. 


The SPEAKER. This being private bill day, || 


the motion to go into a Committee of the Whole 
House is first in order. 

Mr. BURNETT. I move that the House ad- 
journ. 

The House refused to adjourn. 


Mr. FLORENCE demanded tellers on the mo- | 


tion to go intoa Committee of the Whole House. 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs Matiory 
and Hucnes were appointed. 


The House divided; and the tellers reported— | 


ayes 78, noes 23. 

Mr. FLORENCE demanded the ‘ox and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BURNETT. I move that the House ad- 
journ. 

Mr. FLORENCE demanded the po and nays. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 38, nays 94; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Thomas L. Anderson, Avery, Brabson, 
Bristow, Burnett, John B. Clark, Clopton, Cooper, James 
Craig, Burton Craige, Crawford, Curry, English, Gartrell, 
Holman, Houston, Jones, Landrum, Love, McClernand, 
Miles, Sydenham Moore, Niblack, Pendletong Phelps, 
Quarles, Schwartz, Scott, Simms, Singleton, William 
Smith, Stallworth, Stevenson, ‘Taylor, Thomas, Webster, 
Winslow, and Wright—3&. . 

NAYS—Messrs. Alley, Barr, Brayton, Buffinton, Bur 
ingame, Burnham, Butterfield, Campbell, Carey, Carter, 
Case, Cobb, Clark B. Cochrane, Colfax, Conkling, Covode, 
Curtis, WH. Winter Davis, John G. Davis, Dawes, Delano, 
Duell, Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, Etheridge, 
Ferry, Florence, Foster, Frank, Gooch, Grow, Gurley, 
Hale, John T. Harris, Hatton, Helmick, Hoard, Hughes, 
Humphrey, Hutchins, Jenkins, Francis W. Kellogg, Kil 
linger, DeWitt C. Leach, James M. Leach, Lee, Loomis, 
Lovejoy, Mallory, Marston, Charles D. Martin, Maynard, 
Millson, Laban ‘I’. Moore, Moorhead, Morrill, Morse, Nel 
son, Olin, Pettit, Peyton, Porter, Reagan, Reynolds, Riggs, 
Christopher Robinson, James C. Robinson, Scranton, Sedg 
wick, William N. H. Smith, Spinner, Stanton, Stokes, 
Stratton, Tappan, Thayer, Tompkins, Train, Trimble, 
Vallandigham, Vandever, Verree, Wade, Walton, Cadwal- 
ader ©. Washburn, Ellihu B. Washburne, Isracl Wash- 
burn, Wells, Windom, Woodruff, and Woodson—94. 


So the House refused to adjourn. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. ‘The question 
recurs upon the motion that the House resolve 
itself into a Committee of the Whole House upon 
the Private Calendar; upon which the yeas and 
nays have been ordered 

Mr. BURNETT. 
yeas and nays will be withdrawn. There is a 
quorum present, and we can go into committee 
and do some business. 


The SPEAKER. 


and nays. 


By unanimous consent, the call of the yeas and 


nays was dispensed with. 


The motion of Mr. Tappan was then agreed to. | 


The House accordingly resolved itself into a 
Committee of the Whole House, (Mr. Davis, of 


mittee last left off 
ISAAC CARPENTER. 


A bill CH. R. No. 388) grantingdeficiency and | 


increase of pension to Isaac Carpenter. 

The bill and report were read. 

Mr. BURNETT. 
ease in which a pension was granted by an act of 
Congress. Itis not the case of a pension granted 
at the Pension Office. 
crease the pension and to pay arrearages. 
opposed to that principle, 1 object. 

ADAM GARLOCK. 


A bill (1. R. No. 389) granting an invalid pen- 
sion to Adam Garlock. 


Being 


I trust that we will go on | 
with the Private Calendar, and do as much pri- || 
There are other days | 





_ the committee, without conceding this. 


| recommended. 


, Columbia. 


| that bill. 


I hope the demand for the 

| yesterday. nves 
isfied that it is a meritorious claim. 

| withdraw my objection. 

The Chair does not see the || No objection being made, the bill was taken up || 


gentleman present who made the call for the yeas | 


Indiana, in the chair,) and proceeded, it being ob- | 
— day, to the consideration of the bills on the 
*rivate Calendar, commencing where the com- || 


I understand that this is a | 


This bill proposes to in- | 


_ THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. BURNETT. [ move to amend the bill so || 


/as to make the pension commence from the date 


of the passage of the act. 


Mr. JONES. 
STEPHEN BUNNELL. 


A bill (H. R. No. 390) for the relief of Stephen || 
| Bunnell. 


The bill was read. 


Mr. BURNETT. I move to amend that bill 


| so as to provide that the operation of the bill || 


shall commence from the passage of the act. 
Mr. COLFAX. I will accept of that amend- | 
ment, but I wish to state the facts of this case. 


This claimant proved his service and his claim to || 


a pension in 1855. A bill for his relief has passed | 
this House heretofore, but failed in the Senate. 
His case has the recommendation of General 
Scott, and, though I think the bill is correct, I 
will accept the amendment rather than the bill 
shall be lost. 


Mr. BURNETT. The reason why I move the || 


amendment is, that | am opposed to the passage | 
of these bills in special cases, although they may 
be meritorious. If we are to adopt the principle 


in war, let us make a general law to that effect. 


The report of the committee was then read by || 


the Clerk. 

Mr. JONES. 

Mr. COLFAX. I trust the gentleman from | 
Georgia will withdraw his objection. The bill is 
certainly one of great merit. No one can read the 
record of the claimant’s services, as reported by | 
It is rec- 
ommended, too, by General Scott, his old com- 
mander, to our favorable consideration, and is one 
of the very few pension cases which he has thus 


Mr. GARTRELL. I hope my colleague will 
not object. This is certainly a very meritorious | 
bill, and we ought to consider these cases accord- | 
ing to their merits. " 

Mr. JONES. I have considered this case very 
deliberately, and I object. 

Ata subsequent period of the session, 

Mr. COLFAX said, that he would endeavor, 
before this session expired, (if he could obtain the 
floor on a Monday, when it would be in order to 
move to suspend the rules, ) to obtain the two-thirds 
vote necessary to discharge the Committee of the 
Whole from this bill, and to put it on its passage. 


MICHAEL NASI. 
Mr. MAYNARD. There isa bill upon the 


| Calendar, which we passed by yesterday, upon 
| objection being made. 


It is Senate bill No. 68, | 
for the relief of Michael Nash, of the District of | 
It is, as l understand from those who | 
have investigated it, a bill of great merit. It has 
passed the Senate three times. It was objected 
to yesterday by the gentleman from New York, | 
[Mr. Barr,} upon grounds wholly distinct from | 
its merits, 


I ask the committee now to take up 


Mr. BARR. I made an objection to that bill 
I have investigated it, and am sat- 


, . 
for consideration. 


Mr. HOUSTON. Will the gentleman who re- | 
ported this bill [Mr. Burnett] state what com- | 


Mr. BURNETT. Just $100 per year more 
than was given to his predecessor. 

Mr: HOUSTON. 
1849. What compensation has the officer now | 
discharging those duties ? 

Mr. BURNETT. I cannot answer that ques- | 
tion any further than to say that the successor of | 





| this man Nash received an additional compensa- | 
_ tion of $100 per year. 





I object to the bill. } 


I therefore | 


|| of William P. Bouhay. 
The bill was read. || 
| 





| upon crutches; is very poor, and is obli 
oe that officer in the penitentiary in the || 
istrict of Columbia now receives? | 


May 5, 


Mr. BURNETT. This is not the first tim 


|| this bill has been reported upon favorably. My 

|| report of this bill was based upon the Senate re. 

I object to the bill. | port of the case; the fact that this man was an 
| 


| efficient officer in the penitentiary, and the state. 


ment of the warden that his services were worth 


that sum of money per annum. It has passed 


the Senate. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I understand tha, 
this is a proposition to increase the salary of q 
man who has gone out of office, and who per- 
formed duties at a price agreed upon. I object to 


|| any such principle; and I object to the bill for that 


reason. 
JOHN PIPER. 


A bill (H.. R. No. 391) granting an invalid pen. 
sion to John Piper. 

Mr. JONES. I object. 

Mr. SPINNER. I would like very much to 
explain this bill. It is a very extraordinary case, 

Mr. JONES. Every case we have here is an 
extraordinary case, and I object. 

Mr. SPINNER. I move that the committee 


1} . 
\| do now rise. 
of granting pensions to every man who has served 1] 


Mr. TAPPAN. I hope the committee will not 
rise. If we go on, and all these bills to-day ars 
objected to, yet we shall gain thereby, as we shall 
have a better chance on the last part of the Cal- 
endar. 

Mr. SPINNER. I withdraw my motion. 

WENRY TAYLOR. 


A bill (H. R. No. 392) for the relief of Henry 

Taylor. 
he bill was read. 

Mr. BURNETT. I move to amend that bill 
so as to make the pension commence from and 
after the passage of the bill, instead of the Ist 
day of January, 1858. 

he amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. LEACH, of North Carolina. 
the bill. 

Mr. PHELPS. I move that the committee do 
now rise; and upon that I demand tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Exiot and 


I object to 


Harris, of Virginia, were appointed. 


The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 29, noes 48; no quorum voting. 
Mr. BURNETT. I hope the gentleman from 


| Missouri will withdraw his motion, and allow the 
| committee to rise by unanimous consent; other- 


wise we must have a call of the roll,as less than 
a quorum have voted on the motion. 

Ir. PHELPS. Iam willing to withdraw the 
motion to avoid that difficulty. 1 withdraw the 
motion. And now I renew it. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Davis, of Indiana, reported 
that the Committee of the Whole House had, ac- 


| cording to order, had the Private Calendar gen- 
|| erall 


under consideration, and had come to no 
conclusion thereon. 


WILLIAM P. BOUHAY. 


Mr. TAPPAN. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to discharge the Committee of the 
Whole on the Private Calendar from the further 
consideration of the act (S. No. 373) for the relief 
I desire to make a brief 
appeal to the House in reference to that case. This 
is a Senate bill. The man is here shuffling about 
ged to sleep 
in hovels. He is literally starving. 1 hope the 
House will consent to discharge the Committee of 


‘|| the Whole from the further consideration of the 
|| bill, and put it upon its passage. It passed the 
his bill covers the year || Senate unanimously. It only gives the man $500. 


He was crippled in the service of the country; and 
[ hope there will be no objection. 

Mr. COBB. Every man in this House must 
have seen this old man, and witnessed his dire 
distress. 

Mr. JONES. Every man who has a claim 


Mr. CRAWFORD. The gentleman from Ken- || against this Government, it would appear, is in 


tucky will remember that the salaries of officers 
in the District of Columbia were raised in 1850; | 
and that, therefore, while it may be true that the 
successor of this man receives $100 more per year | 
than he did, yet that was not an increased com- | 
pensation in point of fact; because $550 per an- | 
num, from 1841 to 1849, was much better com- | 
pensation than a salary of $650 from 1850 up to 
the present time. 





a starving condition. I object. 
Mr. TAPPAN. Let the report be read. 


Mr. JONES. I object to reading the meer. 
Mr. MALLORY. I move that the House 
adjourn. 


r. SHERMAN. 
from Kentuck 
order that the 


I trust that the gentleman 
will withdraw that motion, in 
ouse may resolve itself into the 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
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1860. 


in order that gentlemen who have speeches to | 
on the tariff question, may deliver them. | 


Wik 
it we now get off the speeches that are to be made, 
on We dnesday next the House will be ready for 
action on that question, —_ 

Mr. MALLORY. I withdraw my motion. 

TARIFF BILL. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the rules be 
suspended, and the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole onthe state of the Union, 
with a view to discuss the tariff bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





apaerea SS 
A bill (No. 271) for the relief of Joseph B. Eaton; 
A bill (No. 435) to refund to the ae of 
Utah the expenses incurred in suppressing Indian 


|| hostilities in the year 1853; 


The rules were accordingly suspended, and the | 
House resolved itself into the Committee of the | 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Wasz- | 
surN, of Wisconsin, in the chair,) and resumed | 


‘he consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 338) to 
provide for the payment of outstanding Treasury 
notes, to authorize a loan, to regulate and fix the 


datics on imports, and for other purposes, on | 


which Mr. Trims_e was entitled to the floor. 
Mr. REAGAN. Is it the understanding that 
no vote is to be taken this evening? 
Mr. SHERMAN. That, I believe, is the un- 


derstanding. 


Mr. TRIMBLE addressed the committee on | 


the tariffquestion. [His speech will be published 
in the Appendix.]} : 

Mr. TAYLOR obtained the floor. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. This is Saturday even- 


ing, and if the gentleman will yield, 1 will move | 


that the committee rise. 

Mr. TAYLOR. 1 yield for that purpose. 

Mr. SHERMAN. It was understood that we 
were to allow gentlemen who were ready, to make 
speeches on the pending tariff bill. 
will be done. a 

Mr. McCLERNAND. 
wants to go on this evening. 


Mr. SHERMAN. Monday and Tuesday next 


I see nobody who 


will be devoted to territorial business, and itis my | 
intention on Wednesday to take a vote on the || 


tariff bill. 

Mr.COLFAX. The gentleman from Louis- 
iana, [Mr. Tayxor,] if he yields, may be under- 
stood as having the floor the next time the House 
goes into committee for general debate. There 
was no objection. 

Mr. TAYLOR. I agree to that. 

Mr. SHERMAN. If the committee rises, I 


want it understood that I shall be considered as || 


having the floor for Wednesday next, when the 
tariff question will again be taken up. 

Mr. McCLERNAND 
motion to rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Wasusurn, of Wis- 
consin, reported that the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union had had under consid- 


eration the Union generally, and particularly | 
House bill No. 338, to provide for the payment | 


I hope that | 


I now insist on my | 


| Captain Jonn A. Hopper; 








of ‘outstanding Treasury notes, to authorize a | 
loan, to regulate and fix the dutics on imports, | 


and for other purposes; and had come to no con- 
clusion thereon. 

And then, on motion of Mr. FLORENCE, (at 
fifteen minutes past three o’clock, p. m.,) the 
House sdiveraal until Monday. 





IN SENATE. 
Monpay, May 7, 1860, 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Gurey. 

The Journal of Friday last was read and 
approved. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

_ A message from the House of Representatives 
by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announced that the 
House had passed the following bills, in which 
the concurrence of the Senate was requested: 





A bill (No. 240) for the relief of Cassius M. Clay; 
A bill (No. 340) for the relief of Charles James | 


Lanman; 


A bill (No. 352) for the relief of James Hooten; | 


A bill (No. 353) for the relief of Thomas R. 
Livingston; 
_ A bill (No. 355) for the relief of Alexander Al- 
bertson, of Platte county, Nebraska; 

A bill (No. 365) for the relief of Josiah Atkins, 
of Ohio; 

A bill (No. 367) for the relief of Braxton Bragg 
and Randall L. Gibson; 





| 
| 


| liam L. Hudson and Joshua R. Sands to accept | 


| to the bill of the House (No. 368) to provide pay- I] 


A bill (No. 691) to change the name of the 
steamboat Antelope; 

A bill (No. 370) for the relief of Israel Johnson; 

A bill (No. 363) for the relief of the heirs of 


bill (No. 373) for the relief of William Hutch- || 
inson; 

A bill (No. 374) for the relief of the Mission- | 
ary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church; 

A bill (No. 385) granting an invalid pension to | 
Beriah Wright, of New York; 

A bill (No. 377) for the relief of David V. | 
Whiting; | 

A bill (No. 214) for the relief of Charles W. | 
Brooks, of New York; and 

A bill (No. 384) for the relief of Sylvanus Burn- 
ham. 

The message further announced that the House 
had passed the following bills and joint resolu- 
tions of the Senate: 

An act (No. 55) for the relief of Tilman Leak; 

An act (No. 70) for the relief of George || 
Stealey; 

An act (No. 420) to authorize the issuance of 
patents, in the name of James S. Douglas, upon | 
certain land entries made at Chockchuma; | 

An act (No. 150) for the relief of Madison 
Sweetzer; 

An act (No. 119) for the relief of A. M. Mit- || 
chell, late colonel! of the Ohio volunteers in the || 
Mexican war; | 

An act (No. 56) for the relief of Richard W. 
Meade; 

An act (No. 57) for the reliefof David D. Porter; 

A resolution (No. 7) for the relief of the legal || 
representatives of John A. Frost, deceased; and | 


A resolution (No. 16) authorizing Captains Wil- | 


certain testimonials awarded to them by the Gov- || 
ernment of Great Britain. | 

The message further,announced that the House | 
had concurred in the amendments of the Senate | 


ment for depredations committed by the whites 
on the Shawnee Indians in Kansas Territory. 

The message further announced that the House 
had concurred in the report of the committee of | 
conference on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses on the bill of the Senate (No. 192) author- || 
izing the corporation of Washington city to make 
a loan and issue stock for $200,000 for building a 
market-house. 


PRINTING OF A DOCUMENT. \| 


The message further announced that the House || 
ordered, at two o’clock, p. m., on'the 5th instant, || 
the printing of a letter from the Secretary of War, 
transmitting, in comphance with a resolution of || 
the House of Representatives, documents in re- | 
lation to the troubles on the Texan frontier. | 


| 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. | 


Mr. THOMSON p 
Mrs. S. D. Page, widow of Francis N. Page, 
brevet major and assistant adjutant general of the 
Army, praying a pension; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. \| 

Mr. ANTHONY presented the petition of J. | 
W. Hoard and others, praying that the right of | 
appeal to the courts from adverse decisions of || 
the Commissioner of Patents be not abolished; 
which was ordered to lie on the table, a bill on 
that subject being now pending. 

Mr. GRIMES presented the petition of cit- 
izens of Cedar county, lowa, praying the estab- || 
lishment of a mail route from Cedar Bluffs to Me- 
chanicsville, in that State; which was referred to | 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. FESSENDEN presented a petition of cit- 
izens of Freeport, Maine, remonstrating against 
the passage of a bill to grant to a company char- || 
tered by the, State of Louisiana the assent of | 
Congress for the privilege of keeping open the 
channel of Pass a |’Outre and dansion a toll 
therefor; which was ordered to lie on the table,a 
bill on the subject being now upon the.Calendar. | 

Mr. CAMERON presented the petition of Jo- || 
ne W. Knife praying an increase of pension; | 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. | | 

He also presented five memorials of citizens of M 


1935 


| Philadelphia, praying the immediate enactment of 


the bill now pending in Congress for the increase 
of duties on imports and for the adjustment of the 
public debt; which were referred to the Commit 


/ tee on Finance. 


He also presented the memorial of Eliza B 


Mills, widow of Robert Mills, an architect, pray- 


ing compensation for his professional services; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. GREEN presented a communication from 
James M. Bucklin, asking that an appropriation 
be made to test his improved gun; which was re- 


| ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs and 


Militia. 

Mr. SLIDELL presented a petition of mer- 
chants of New Orleans, praying that the Post- 
master General be authorized to contract for the 
transportation of the mails between New Orleans, 


| Key West and Havana; which was referred to 
| the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


Mr.SEWARD presented the memorial of John 
Cook, jr., and his associates, offering to contract 


| for the transportation of the mails between New 


Orleans and Vera Cruz; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE presented a memorial of offi- 
cers and members of the Milwaukee Chamber of 
Commerce, praying that steamers may be substi- 
tuted for sailing vessels in the revenue service on 


| the lakes; which was referred to the Committee 


on Commerce. 
THE HOMESTEAD BILL. 
Mr. DOOLITTLE. I present joint resolutions 


| of the Legislature of Wisconsin, in favor of the 


enactment of the homestead bill in the form in 


| which it passed the House of Representatives; and 


I ask that they be read. 
The Secretary read, as follows: 
Joint resolutions in relation to the homestead bill in Con- 
gress. 


Whereas it is announced by telegraph, from the seat of 
the Federal Government, that the homestead bill, which 
lately passed the House of Representatives and which was 


| referred to the Committee on Public Lands im the Senate 


of the United States, has been reported back with amend- 
ments, providing, among other things, that the benefits of 
said homestead bill shall not apply to foreigners who may 
declare their intentions to become citizens of the United 
States, after the passage of this act, said amendments being 
what is known as Mr. Jounson’s bill; and whereas while 
the people of the State of Wisconsin are devotedly at- 
tached to the principle of free homes tor the homeless, and 
hence in favor of the passage of the said bill as it came 
from the House of Representatives, they are opposed to the 


said bill as amended by the Senate committec, deeming as 


they do that, by the provision above referred to, it violates 
the great principle of equality which underlies our system 
of government; believing that the greatest blessing to be 
derived trom the homestead law is an increased emigration 


|, of European farmers, artisans and laborers, to occupy and 


cultivate our vast unoccupied domain ; and that to cut them 
off from the benefits of such law would not only be wrong 


| and unjustin principle, but would tend to lower our national 
| character throughout the world, and would subject us to 


the charge of selfishness and proseription, unworthy of a 
nation heretofore claiming to be the asylum for the op- 
pressed of all nations. Therefore, 

Resolved by the Assembly, (the Senate concurring,) That 
we, the free peopie of the State of Wisconsin, solemnly 
protest against the passage of any law by our national Le- 
gislature, which discriminates between different classes of 


| citizens of the United States, or between citizens and those 


who have declared their intentions to become citizens. 
2. Resolved, That our Senators in Congress be instructed, 


| and Representatives requested, to use all proper means to 


procure the passage of the homestead bill as it passed the 
House of Representatives ; but never consent to the passage 
of said act, or any act containing the provisions of the Sen- 
ate amendment known as Mr. Jounson’s bill. 

3. Resolved, That the Governor be, and he is hereby, re- 


| quested to forward a copy of these resolutions to each of 


our Senators and Representatives in Congress with all con- 
venient speed. 


The resolutions were ordered to lie on the table, 
and be printed. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. FESSENDEN, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Isaac Lilly, for remunera- 
tion for loss of a vessel unjustly seized and solg under the 


| erroneous pretense that timber on board the same had been 


cut from lands belonging to the Government, on the files of 
the Senate, be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


On motion of Mr. FESSENDEN, it was 
Ordered, That the petition of Joseph Hill and sons, pray- 


| ing compensation for horses and mules stolen by the In- 
| dians in California; on the files of the Senate, be referred 


to the Committee on Military Affairs and Militia. 


On motion of Mr. SEBASTIAN, it wag 


Ordered, That the papers in the case of James Pool be 
withdrawn from the Court of Claims, and referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 
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ADMISSIONS TO THE FLOOR. 
Mr.CHANDLER. I havea resolution to offer, 


its present consideration: 


Resolved, That the Governors of States be admitted upon 
the floor of the Renate, 
. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair hears 
no objection to the present consideration of the 
resolution. 


Mr. GWIN. Lhope it will be amended by add- | 





ing the words ‘tand Territorics’’ after ‘*States,”’ | 


so as to include the acting Gowernors of States and 
Territories. 


Mr. PEARCE. Would it not be well to have 


the resolution referred to a committee, as usual? | 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 
make that motion? 


Mr. PEARCE. 


Does the Senator 


I move that the resolution be 


referred to the Committee on the Library, which | 


I believe was charged with the arrangement on 
this subject when we entered this Hall. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Lhope the Senator will 
withdraw his objection to the resolution. 
are two or three Governors in town, one from 


Kentucky, one from Ohio, I believe, and I should || 
ys , 7 _ted an adverse report; which was ordered to be 


like to have the resolution acted on immediately. 

Mr. PEARCE, I think these things ought to 
be governed by regular prescribed rule; and | 
must, therefore, insist on my motion, although I 
am not particular as to the committee to which 
the question shall go. 

The motion to refer was agreed to; there being 
on a division—ayes 21, noes 17. 


WASHINGTON MARKET-TIOUSE. 


Mr. BROWN. A bill of the Senate has been 
returned from the House of Representatives, I 
understand, with a message announcing the con- 
currence of that House in a report of a committee 
of conference. Lask that the bill be now taken 
up, as I desire to submit the report. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BROWN. I now submit the report of 
the committee of conference. ss 

rye , 

I'he Secretary read the report, as follows: 

The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Ilouses on the bill (S. No. 192) “ authorizing the 
corporation of Washington city to make a toan and issue 
stock for $200,000 for building a market -house,”’ having met 
and had tull and free conference, have agreed to recom- 


mend, anddo recommend, to the respective Houses, as fol- 
lows: 

That the first, second, third, fourth, sixth, and seventh 
Amendments of the Senate to the aendmentof the House 
be concurred in by the House. 

‘That the Senate recede from its fitth amendment to the 
amendment of the House. 


That both Houses concur in the following amendment, to | 


be inserted at the end of section one: 

Provided, That the powers herein granted shall not be 
exercised by said corporation until after the second Monday 
in June next; and that this act shall, immediately upon its 
passage, be published by said corporation in at least two 


newspapers, published in the city of Washington, and be | 


eontinued uutil after the corporation election in said city 
in June next. 
On the part of the House, 
LUTHER C. CARTER, 
GEORGE W. HUGHES, 
On the part of the Senate, 
A. G. BROWN, 
R. W. JOHNSON, 
J. COLLAMER, 


The report was concurred in. 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. DURKEE, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to whom was referred the petition of Cath- 
erine Shepherd, widow of George Shepherd, a 
soldier in the war of the Revolution, praying to 
be allowed a pension, submitted an adverse report; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. THOMSON, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 
219) granting a pension to Major John F. Hunter, 
reported it without amendment. 

Mr. LANE. I ask for the consideration of the 
bill which the Senator from New Jersey has just 
reported for the relief of Captain Hunter. It is 
® very meritorious case, and I think there will be 
no objection to its present consideration. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Ido not wish to make any 
objection to the merits of the case, but I think 
business ought to be done in its regular order. 
Other people have waited here long with merito- 
rious cases, and why should this be taken up out 
of its order? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Objection being 
made, the bill cannot be considered to-day. 


There | 
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| Navy, reported it without amendment, and that 


OBE. 
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rn Pee ae — . | 
_Mr. THOMSON, from the Committee on Pen- || J 
| sions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. || title. 
and I ask the unanimous consent of the Senate for | 


543) for the relief of Margaret Whitehead, re- | 
ported it with amendments. 

Mr. GRIMES, from the Committee on Pen- | 
sions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 
272) granting a pension to Adelaide Adams, widow 
of Commander George Adams, United States 


it ought not to pass. 
He also, from the same committee, to whom | 
was referred the bill (H. R. No. 271) granting a 
pension to Cyrenus C. Blackman, of St. Helena | 
parish, Louisiana, reported it withoutamendment, - 
and that it ought not to pass. 
He also, from the same committee, to whom 


_was referred the bill (H. R. No. 313) granting a 


pension to Abraham Crum, reported it without | 
amendment. 

Mr. NICHOLSON, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, to whom was referred the | 
petition of the heirs of Nathan Weeks, a lieuten- | 
ant of the Revolution, who was killed in action, | 


ialf pay due to his widow or children, submit- | 


| printed. 


He also, from the same committee, to whom 


| was referred the petition of the representatives of 
Joseph Morris, late a major in the army of the 


| ted an adverse report; which was ordered to be | 


|| Lanman—to the Committee on Claims. 





sions. 


printed. 

Mr. FITCH, from the Committee on Printing, | 
to whom was referred the memorial of a commit- | 
tee of the corporation of Georgetown, District of 
Columbia, setting forth their objections to a bill 
introduced into the Senate, to authorize the Bal- 
timore and Ohio Railroad Company to extend the 
Washington branch of their road across the Po- 
tomac river at the site of the Long Bridge, re- | 
ported in favor of printing the usual number; and 
the report was agreed to. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The following bills from the House of Rep- 
resentatives were severally read twice by their 
titles, and referred as indicated below: 

A bill (No. 240) for the relief of Cassius M. 
Clay—to the Committee on Claims. 

A bill (No. 340) for the relief of Charles James | 


A bill (No. 352) for the relief of James Hooten 
—to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

A bill (No. 355) for the relief of Alexander Al- 
bertson, of Platte county, Nebraska—to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

A bill (No. 365) for the relief of Josiah Atkins, 
of Ohio—to tle Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

A bill (No. 367) for the relief of Braxton Bragg 
and Randall L. Gibson—to the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims. 

A bill (No. 37!) for the relief of Joseph B. Ea- 
ton—to the Conimittee on Military Affairs and 
Militia. 

A bill (No. 435) to refund the Territory of Utah 
the expenses incurred in suppressing Indian hos- 
tilities in the year 1853—to the Committee on Mili- 
"7 Affairs and Militia. 

bill (No. 691) to change the name of the 
steamboat Antelope—to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

A bill (No. 363) for the relief of the heirs of 
Captain John A. Hopper—to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims. 

A bill (No. 214) for the relief of Charles W. 
jrooks, of New York—to the Committee on Pen- 





A bill (No. 373) for the relief of William Hutch- 
inson—to the Committee on Military Affairs and 
Militia. 

A bill (No. 374) for the relief of the Missionary 
Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church—to 
the Committee on Military Affairs and Militia. 

A bill (No. 377) for the relief of David V. Whit- 
ing—to the Committee on Territories. 

A bill (No. 384) for the relief of Sylvanus Burn- 
ham—to the Committee on Pensions. 

A aoe 385) granting an invalid pension to 
Beriah Wright, of New York—to the Committee 
on Pensions. | 

The bill (H. R. No. 370) for the relief of Israel | 


a 








Johnson was read the first and second time by its 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 
Mr. FITCH. There is a similar bill reported 
by the Committee on Indian Affairs of the Senate 
which is on the Calendar. I move thatthe House 
bill take the place of the Senate bill on the Ca). 


It will go to the 


| endar. 


The motion was agreed to. 
The bil! (H.R. No. 353) for the relief of Thomas 


|| R. Livingston was read twice by its title. 


Mr. GREEN. If there be no objection, I ask 
for the present consideration of that bill. It is q 
very simple bill, and the mere reading of it will 
satisfy the Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary wil] 
read the bill at length, for information. 

The Secretary read the bill, which proposes to 
authorize the Postmaster General to receive and 
consider such testimony as may be produced b 
Thomas R. Livingston; and if he is satisfied from 


| such testimony that Livingston did not intend to 


|| eae for the pay due him, and the seven years’ || bid for the mail service he is now performing on 


mail route No. 10527, in Missouri, and that the 
person who prepared the bid inserted Maysville 

y mistake, instead of Stewartsville, then the Post. 
master General is to pay Livingston, in addition 


| to his present pay, a fair price for transporting the 








he | mails from Stewartsville to Maysville, from the 
|, Revolution, praying commutation pay, submit- |, 


commencement of the service. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no ob- 
jection to the present consideration of the bill, it 
is before the Senate as in Committee of the Whole, 
and open to amendment. 

Mr. KING. I should like to know the reason 
why this man undertook to perform this work, 
for two or three years, without knowing what his 
contract was. 

Mr. GREEN. The bill explains itself. It is 
merely to submit the question to the Postmaster 
General, on evidence, to see whether the clerk, 
in drawing up the bid, madea mistake. If he did, 
relief is to be granted; if not, no money passes 
under the bill. 

Mr. KING. My difficulty in relation to the 
passage of the bill is this: a contract is made with 
a party, and he proceeds to execute it, and goes 
on for several years receiving his compensation, 
and now comes in on a contingency and asks more 
pay on account of some alleged mistake, which 
ought to have been disposed of at the time. 

Mr. GREEN. If any objection at all is made 
to the consideration of the bill, let it be referred. 

Mr. KING. I think it had better be referred. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
move a reference? 

Mr. KING. I move to refer the bill to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

The motion was agreed to. 


KANSAS INDIAN LANDS. 


Mr. CLARK. I move thatthe Senate take up 
for consideration House bill No. 637, to settle the 
titles to certain lands set apart for the use of cer- 
tain half-breed Kansas Indians in Kansas Ter- 
ritory. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. It 
recites that, by the sixth article of a treaty con- 
cluded at St. Louis, on the 3d day of June, 1825, 
between. the United States of America and the 
Kansas nation of Indians, there was reserved from 
the lands ceded by that treaty to the United States 
one mile square of land for each of the half-breeds 
of the Kansas nation named in the article, which 
land has been surveyed and allotted to each of the 
half-breeds, in the order in which they are named 
in, and in accordance with the provisions of, the 
article; and it is proposed to enact that a title 
in fee simple shall be vested in the reservees, 
who are now living, to the land reserved, set 
apart, and allotted to them respectively, by the 
sixth article of the treaty; and in case any of the 
reservees named in the article are deceased, leav- 
ing heirs, then a title’ in fee simple to the land 
allotted to the deceased reservees is to be vested 
in such persons as shall, by the Secretary of the 
Interior, be decided to be the heirs of the deceased 
reservees; and all contracts, or instruments In 
writing, or otherwise, of any kind, for the sale or 
disposition of any of the lands named irthis act, 
heretofore made by any of the reservees, or their 
heirs, are declared null and void. 
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The second section provides that, in case any 


of the reservees now living, or the heirs of any 
deceased reservees, should not desire to reside 
upon or occupy the lands to which they are en- 
titled, the Secretary ofthe Interior, when requested 
by them so to do, is authorized to sell the lands 
belonging to those so requesting him, for the ben- | 
efit of the reservees or heirs. And the Secretar 
of the Interior is also authorized to sell the lands 
allotted to the reservees who are deceased leaving 
no heirs, for the benefit of the living reservees, 
their heirs, and the heirsof those deceased equally, 
the lands to be sold in accordance with such rules 
and regulations as may be prescribed by the Com- 
missioner of Indian Affairs and approved by the 
Secretary of the Interior. ane | 

The proceeds of the land, the sale of which is 
thus provided for, are to be paid to the parties 
entitled thereto, or applied by the Secretary of the 
Interior for their benefit, in such manner as he 
may think most advantageous to their interest. 

he bill was reported by the Committee on 

Indian Affairs with amendments, the first of 
which was in line three, section one, to strike out 
the words ‘‘a title in fee simple,’ and to insert 
in lieu thereof *‘ all the title, interést, and estate | 
of the United States.’’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was in line nine, of the 
first section, to strike out the words ‘‘a title in 
fee simple,’’ and insert in lieu thereof ‘all the 
title, interest, or estate of the United States.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was to strike out, at the 
end of the first section, the words: 


** And all contracts or instruments in writing, or other- 
wise, of any kind, for the sale or disposition of any of the 
lands named in this act, heretofore made by any of the said 
reservees, or their heirs, are hereby declared null and 
void,” 








And to insert in lieu thereof: | 


But nothing herein contained shall be construed to give 
any force, efficacy, or binding effect to any contract, in 
writing or otherwise, for the sale or disposition of any lands | 
named in this act, heretofore made by any of said reservees 
or their heirs. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was in section two, after 
the word ** sell,’’ in line nine, to insert, ‘* with 
the assent of the Kansas nation of Indians;’’ so 
that it shall read: 

And the Secretary of the Interior is also authorized to 
sell, with the assent of the Kansas nation of Indians, the 
lands allotted to the reservees who are deceased leaving 


no heirs, for the benefit of the living reservees, their heirs, 
and we heirs of those deceased, equally. 


The bill was reported to the Senate ds amended, 
and the amendments were concurred in and or- 
dered to be engrossed, and the bill to be read a 


third time. The bill was rcea the third time, and 
passed. 





BILL BECOME A LAW. 


A message from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Bucuanan, his Secretary, an- 
nounced that the President had approved and 
signed, on the 7th instant, an act (S. No. 73) for 
the relief of Mrs. Anne M. Smith, widow of the 
late Brevet Major General Persifer F. Smith; 
Mrs. Harriet B. Macomb, widow of Major Gen- 
eral Alexander Macomb; and Mrs. Arabella Riley, 
widow of Brevet Major General Bennet Riley. 


RELATIONS OF THE STATES. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foor in 
the chair.) If there be no further petitions or re- 
ports from committees, the hour for the consider- 
ation of the special order being near, the Chair 
will take it to be the sense of the Senate to pro- 
ceed to the consideration of that order at the pres- 
ent time, + 

The following resolutions are now before the 
Senate as the special order of the day, on which 
the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Davis] is en- 
titled to the floor: 

1. Resolved, That, in the adoption of the Federal Consti- 
tution, the States adopting the same acted severally as free 


and independent sovereignties, delegating a portion of their 
powers to be exercised by the Federal Government for the 


122 


| 
| 
2. Resolved, That negro slavery, as it exists in fifteen 
| 
| 
{ 
{ 
| 
| 


Se 
——_— 


| increased security of each against dangers, domestic as well 
| as foreign ; and that any intermeddling by any one or more 
States, or by a combination of their citizens, with the do 
mestic institutions of the others, on any pretext whatever, 
| political, moral, or religious, with a view to their disturb 
ance or subversion, is in violation of the Constitution, in 
| sulting to the States so interfered with, endangers their 


domestic peace and tranquillity—objects for which the | 


Constitution was formed—and, by necessary consequence, 
tends to weaken and destroy the Union itself. 


States of this Union, composes an important portion of | 
their domestic institutions, inherited from their ancestors, | 
and existing at the adoption of the Constitution, by which || 


it is recognized as constituting an important element in the 
apportionment of powers among the States; and that no 
change of opinion or feeling on the part of the non-slave- 
holding States of the Union, in relation to this institution, 
can justify them, or their citizens,in open or covertattacks 
thereon, with a view to its overthrow; and that all such 
attacks are in manifest violation of the mutual and solemn 
pledge to protect and defend each other, given by the States 
respectively on entering into the constitutional compact 
which formed the Union, and are a manifest breach of taith, 
| and a violation of the most solemn obligations. 

3. Resolved, That the Union of these States rests on the 
equality of rights and privileges among its members; and 
that it is especially the duty of the Senate, which repre- 
sents the States in their sovereign capacity, to resist all 
attempts to discriminate either in relation to persons or 
property in the Territories, which are the common posses- 
sions of the United States, so as to give advantages to the 


| citizens of one State which are not equally assured to those | 


of every other State. 
| 4, Resolved, That neither Congress nor a Territorial Le- 
gislature, whether by direct legislation or legislation of an 


orimpair the constitutional right of any citizen of the United 
States to take his slave property into the common Terri- 
tories, and there hold and enjoy the same while the terri- 
torial condition remains. 

5. Resolved, That if experience should at any time prove 
that the judicial and executive authority do not possess 
means to insure adequate protection to constitutional rights 
in a Territory, and if the territorial government should fail 
or refuse to provide the necessary remedies for that pur- 
pose, it will be the duty of Congress to supply Such defi- 
ciency. 

6. Resolved, That the inhabitants of a Territory of the 
United States, when they rightfully form a constitution to 
be admitted asa State into the Union, may then, for the 
first time, like the people ofa State when forming a new 
constitution, decide for themselves whether slavery, as a 
domestic institution, shall be maintained or prohibited 
within their jurisdiction ; and ** they shall be received into 
the Union with or without slavery, as their constitution 
may prescribe at the time of their admission.” 

7. Resolved, That the provision of the Constitution for 
the rendition of fugitives from service or labor, without the 
adoption of which the Union could not have been formed, 
and that the laws of 1793 and 1850, which were enacted to 
secure its execution, and the main features of which, being 





similar, Lear the impress of nearly seventy years of sanc- || 


tion by the highest judicial authority, should be honestly 
and faithfully observed and maintained by all who enjoy 


individuals or of State Legislatures to defeat the purpose or 
nullify the requirements of that provision, and the laws 
made in pursuance of it, are hostile in character, subvers- 
ive of the Constitution, and revolutionary in their effect. 


Mr. HARLAN. With the consent of the Sen- 
ator from Mississippi, I propose to offer an amend- 
ment to the nana resolution of the series, by 
inserting at the end of it the following: 


State, or of the United States; and the freedom of speech, 
and of the press, on this and every other subject of do- 
mestic and national policy, should be maintained inviolate 
in all the States. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. With the permission of 
my friend from Mississippi, I beg leave to say 
that when these resolutions were formerly before 
the Senate, I occupied the floor; but, on a sug- 
gestion that the Senator from Mississippi was ab- 
sent, I declined to speak. I hope that I may have 
an opportunity of making a eet explanation of 
my opinions at some early day; possibly when 
the Senator is through. I have no desire, of 
course, to interfere with him, but shall hear him 
with great pleasure. 

Mr.DAVIS. Mr. President, among the many 
blessings for which we are indebted to our ances- 
try, is that of transmitting to us a written Con- 
stitution; a fixed standard to which, in the prog- 
ress of events, every case may be referred, and 
by which it may be measured. But for this, the 
wise men who iemed our Government dared not 
have hoped for its perpetuity; for they saw float- 


ing the short life of every Republic which had pre- 
ceded them. With this, however, to check, to 


indirect and unfriendly character, possess power to annul | 


the benefits of our compac: of union; and that all acts of | 


But the free discussion of the morality and expediency | 
of slavery shall never be interfered with by the laws of any | 


ing down the tide of time wreck after wreck, mark- | 








| equally in every part of the country, anc 
in all time to come. 





r€strain, and to direct their posterity, they might 
reasonably hope the Government they founded 
should last forever; that it should secure the great 
purposes for whieh it was ordained and estab- 
lished; that it would be the shield of their posterity 

| equally 
It was this which mainly 
distinguished the formation of our Government 
from those confederacies or republics which had 
preceded it; and this is the best foundation for 
our hope to-day. The resolutions which have 
been read, and which 1 had the honor to present 
to the Senate, are litthe more than the announce- 
ment of what I hold to be the clearly-expressed 
declarations of the Constitution itself. Po that 
fixed standard it is sought, at this time, when we 
are drifting far from the initial point, and when 
clouds and darkness hover over us, to bring back 
the Government, and to test our condition to-day 
by the rules which our fathers laid down for us 


|| in the beginning. 


The differences which exist between different 
portions of the country, the rivalries and the jeal- 
ousies of to-day, though differing in degree, are 
exactly of the nature of those which preceded the 
formation of the Constitution. Our fathers were 
aware of the different interests of the navigating 
and planting States, as they were then regarded. 
They sought to compose those difficulties, and 
by compensating advantages giten by one to the 
other, to form a Government equal and just in its 
operation; and which, like the gentle showers of 
heaven, should fall twice blessed, blessing him 
that gives and him that receives. This beneficial 
action and reaction between the different interests 
of the country constituted the bond of union and 
the motive of its formation. They constitute it 
to-day, if we are sufficiently wise to appreciate 
our interests, and sufliciently faithful to observe 
ourtrust. Indeed, with theextension of territory, 
with the multiplication of interests, with the va- 
rieties, increasing from time to time, of the pro- 
ducts of this great country, the bonds which bind 
the Union together should have increased. Ration- 
ally considered, they have increased, because the 
free trade which was established in the beginning 
has how become more valuable toathe people ot 
the United States than their trade with all the rest 
of the world, 

I do not propose to argue questions of natural 


| rights and inherent powers; | plant my reliance 


upon the Constitution; that Constitution which 


| you have all sworn to support; that Constitution 


which you have solemnly pledged yourself to 
maintain while you hold the seat you now occupy 
in the Senate; to which you are bound in its spirit 
and in its letter, not grudgingly, but willingly, to 
render your obedience and support as long as you 
hold office under the Federal Government. When 
the tempter entered the garden of Eden and in- 
duced our common mother to offend against the 
law which God had given to her through Adam, he 
was the first teacher of that *‘ higher law”? which 
sets the will of the individual ‘above the solemn 
rule which he is bound, as a part of every com- 
munity, to observe. From the effect of the intro- 
duction of that teaching of the higher law in the 
garden of Eden, and the fall consequent upon it, 
came sin into the world;and from sin came death 
and banishment and subjugation, as the punish- 
ments of sin; the loss of life, unfettered liberty, 
and perfect happiness followed from that first 
great law which was given by God to fallen man. 

Why, then, shall we talk about natural rights? 
Who is to define them? Where is the judge that 
is to sit over the court to try natural rights? What 
is the era at which you will fix the date by which 
you will determine the breadth, the length, and 
the depth of those called the rights of nature? 
Shall it be after the fall, when the earth was 
covered with thorns, and man had to earn his 
bread in the sweat of his brow? or shall it be 
‘when there was equality between the sexes, when 
he lived in the garden, when all his wants were 
supplied, and when thorns and thistles were un- 
known on the face of the earth? Shall it be then? 
Shall it be after the flood, when, for the first sin 
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committed after the waters retired from the face of 


the earth, the doom of slavery was fixed upon the 
mongrel descendants of Ham? If after the flood, 
and after that decree, how idle is all this prating 
about natural rights as standing above the obliga- 
tions of civil government? The Constitution is 
the law supreme to every American. It is the 
plighted faith of our fathers; it is the hope of eur 
posterity. Isay, then, | come not to argue ques- 
tions outside of or above the Constitution, but to 
plead the cause of right of law and order under 
the Constitution, and to plead it to those who have 
sworn to abide by that obligation. 

One of the fruitful sources, as I hold it, of the 
errors which prevail in our country, is the theory 
that this is aGovernment of one people; that the 
Government of the United States was formed by 
a mass. 
isacompact between the sovereign members who 
formed it; and if there be one feature common to 
all the colonics plantgd upon the shores of Amer- 
ica, it is desire for community independence. It 
was for this the Puritan, the Huguenot, the Cath- 


olic, the Quaker, the Protestant, left the land of 


their nativity, and guided by the shadows thrown 
by the fires of European persecution, they sought 
and found the American refuge of civil and reli 
gious freedom. Whilst they existed as separate 
and distinct colonies they were not forbearing 
towards each other. Thi y oppressed opposite 
religions. ‘They did not come here with the en- 
larged idea of no established religion. The Puri- 
tans drove out the Quakers; the Church of Eng- 
land men drove out the Catholics. Persecution 
reigned through the colonies, except, perhaps, 
that of the Catholic colony of Marvland; but the 
rule was, persecution. Therefore 1 say the com- 
mon idea, and the only common idea, was com- 
munity independence—the right of each independ- 
ent pe ople to do as they pleased in their domestic 
affairs. 

The Declaration of Independence was made by 
the colonies, each for itself. ) 
their independence was not for the colonies united, 
but for each of the colonies which had maintained 
its independence; and so when the Constitution 
was formed, the delegates were not elected by the 
people en masse, but they came from each one of the 
States; and when the Constitution was formed, it 
was referred, not t# the people en masse, but to the 
States severally,and severally by them ratified and 
approved. But if there be anything which en- 
forees this idea more than another, it is the une- 
qual datesatwhich itreecived thisapproval. From 
gest to last, fearly two years and a half elapsed; 


The recognition of 


The Government of the United States | 


and the Government went into operation some- | 


thing like a year, | believe more than a year, be- 
fore the last ratification was made. Is it, then, 


contended that, by this ratification and adoption | 


of the Constitution, the States surrendered that 
sovereignty which they had previously gained? 


Can it be that men who braved the perils of the | 


ocean, the privations of the wilderness, who fought 
the war of the Revolution, in the hour of their suc- 


cess, When all was sunshine and peace around || 


them, came volumtarily forward to lay down that 
community independence for which they had suf- 
. a 5 t . . 

fered so much and so long? Reason forbids it; 


but if reason did not furnish a sufficient answer, || 


the action of thie States themselves forbids it. The 
great State of New York—great relatively then, 
as she 18 now—manifested her wisdom in not re- 
ceiving merely that implication which belongs to 
the occasion, Which was accepted by the other 
States, but she required the positive assertion of 
that retention of her sovereignty and power over 


all her affairs as the confdition on which she rati- | 


fied the Constitution itse!f. LT read from Elliott’s 
Debates, page 327. Among her resolutions of 
ratification is the following: 


- 
“That the powers of government may be reassumed by 


ermment, ought to be laid before Congress and the con- 
} Vention of the States that shall or may be called for the 
purpose of amending the said Constitution, for their eon 
sideration, previous to the ratification of the Constitution 
aforesaid on the part of the State of North Carolina.” 
And in keeping with this, North Carolina with- 
held her ratification; she allowed the Government 
| to be formed with the number of States which 
was required to put it in operation, and still she 
remained out of the Union, asserting and reeog- 
nized in the independence which she had main- 
| tained against Great Britain, and which she had 
no idea of surrendering to any other power; and 


the last State which ratified the Constitution long | 


after it had in fact gone into effect, Rhode Island, 
in the third of her resolutions, says: 

“TIT. That the powers of Government may be reas- 
sumed by the people whensoever it shall become necessary 
to their happiness. That the rights of the States respect 
ively to Wominate and appoint all State officers, and every 


other power, jurisdiction, and right, which is not by the | 


said Constitution clearly delegated to the Congress of the 

United States, or to the departments of Government thereof, 

remain to the people of the several States, or their respect- 

ive State governments to whom they may have granted the 
} same.’’ 


Here the use of the phrase ** State governments’? | 


shows how utterly unwarrantable the construc- 


tion has been, to say that the reference here was 


to the whole people of the States—to the people 
of all the States—and not to the people of each of 
the States severally. 

I spoke, however, Mr. President, but a moment 
ago, of the difference of policies, products, popula- 
tion, constituting the great motive forthe union. It 
indeed was its necessity. Had all the people been 
alike—had their institutions all been the same— 
there would have been no interest to bring them 
together; there would have been no cause or ne- 
cessity for any restraint being imposed upon them. 
It was the fact that they differed which rendered 
it necessary to have some law governing their in- 
tercourse. It was the fact that their products were 
opposite—that their pursuits were various—that 
rendered it the great interest of the people that 
they should have free trade existing among each 
| other; that free trade which Franklin character- 
ized as being between the States such as existed 
between the counties of England. 

Since that era, however, a fiber then unknown 
| inthe United States, and the production of which 

is dependent upon the domestic institution of 
African slavery, has come to be cultivated in 
such amounts, to enter so into the wearing ap- 


parel of the world, so greatly to add to the com- | 


fort of the poor that it may be said to-day that 
that little fiber, cotton, wraps the commercial 
world and binds it to the United States in bonds 
to keep the peace with us which no Government 
dare break. It has built up the northern States. 
It is their great manufacturing interest to-day. It 
supports their shipping abroad. 
| to purchase in the market of China, when the 
high premium to be paid on the milled dollar 
would otherwise exclude them from that market. 
These are a part of the blessings resulting from 
that increase and variety of product which could 
not have existed if we had all been alike; which 
would have been lost to-day unless free trade be- 
| tween the United States was still preserved. 

And here it 


tives of the manufacturing and commercial States, 
| though, apart from its falsification of statistics and 
low abuse of southern States, institutions, and in- 


It enables them | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| 








May 7, 


[= 
it was a step which had to be taken first, befo,, t 
any progress could be made. It was the essentip) | 
requisite of the very idea of sovereignty iy th 
State; of a compact voluntarily entered into bye. ] 
tween sovereigns; and it is that equality of rich; ] 
under the Constitution on which we now ins: : 
jut more, when the States united they trans 
ferred their forts, their armament, their ships, and 
their right to maintain armies and navies, to 1), 
Federal Government. [twas the disarmamen: 
the States, under the operation of a league whije| ' 
made the warlike operations, the powers ofdefeis : ' 
common to them all. Then, with this equality o; | 
the States, with this disarmament of the States, j; 
there had been nothing in the Constitution to ex. 
press it, say the protection of every constitutiona| 
right would follow as a necessary incident, and 
could not be denied by any one who could unde; 
stand and would admit the true theory of such g 
Government. 

We claim protection, first, because it is oy, 
right; secondly, because itis the duty of the Ge; 
eral Government; and thirdly, because we hay 
entered into a compact together, which depriy: 
each State of the power of using all the mean 
which it might employ for its own defense. 'Th 
is the general theory of the right of protecti 
What isthe exception to it? Is there an exer 
tion? If so, who made it? Does the Constitutioy, 
discriminate between different kinds of property 
Did the Constitution attempt to assimilate th 
institutions of the different States confederated 
together? Was there a single State in this Union 
that would have been so unfaithful to the princi 


late 


| ples which had prompted them in their coloni 


position, and which had prompted them at a sti Be 
earlicr period, to seek and try the temptations o/ 
the wilderness—is there one which would hay 
consented to allow the Federal Government to 


| control or to discriminate between her institution: 


and those of her confederate States? 
But if it be contended that this is argument, 


, and that you need authority, I will draw it from 
| the fountain; from the spring before it had bee: 
| polluted; from the debates in the formation of th: 
| Constitution; from the. views of those who at 


least it will be admitted understood what they 
were doing. Mr. Randolph, it will be recollected, 
introduced a projet for a Government, consist- 
ing of a series of resolutions. Among them wa 
one which proposed to give Congress the powe: 
**to call forth the force of the Union against any 
member of the Union failing to fulfill its duty und 
the articles thereof.’’ That was, to give Con- 
gress the power to coerce the States; to bring th 
States into subjection to the Federal Government. 
Now, sir, let us see how that was treated; and 
first I will refer to one whose wisdom, as we tak 


| a retrospective view, seems to me marvelou 


Not conspicuous in debate, at least notamong tli 
names ohish first occur when we think of th 

bright galaxy of patriots and statesmen, he wa 
the man who, above all others, it scems to me, 


| laid his finger upon every danger, and indicated 


strikes me as somewhat strange, | 
that a book recently issued has received the com- | 


. > || be executed on the States collectively ; and, therefore, tha’ 
mendation of a large number of the representa- |) 


_ terests, the great feature which stands prominently | 


out from it isthearraignmentof the South for using 
their surplus money in buying the manufactures 


|| of the North. How a manufacturing and commer- 


the people whensoever it shall become necessary to their | 
happiness ; that every power, jurisdiction, and right, whieh | 


is not by the said Constitution clearly delegated tothe Con 
gress of the United States, or the departments ot the Gov 


croment thereof, remains to the people of the several || 


States, ogto their respective State governments to whom 
they may have granted the same.”’ 


North Carolina, with the Scotch caution, which 


subsequent events have so well justified, in 1788 | 


passed this resolution: 


* Resolve’, That a declaration of rights, asserting and 


securing from encroachments the great principles of civil 
and religious liberty, and the inalienable rights of the peo 
ple, together with amendfhents to the most ambiguous 
and exeeptionable parts of the said Constitution of Gov 


cial people can be truly represented by those who 
would inculcate such doctrines as these, is to me 
passing strange. 
| ders you anxious to proclaim to the world that 


from you? 
the people for that; and therefore I am left at a 
loss to understand the motive, unless it be that 
deep-rooted hate which makes you blind to your 
own interest when that interest is weighed in the 


your brethren of the South. 
The great principle which lay at the foundation 


the course which that dainger was to take. [ refer 
to Mr. Mason. 

‘¢ Mr. Mason observed, not only that the present Confed 
eration was deficient in not providing for coercion and 
punishment against delinquent States, but argued very co 
gently that punishment could not, in the nature of things, 


such a Government was neeessary as could direetly operat 


| on individuals, and would punish those only whose guilt 


required it.’°—Elliott’s Debates, vol. 5, page 133, 
Mr. Madison, who has been called sometime: 


| the father of the Constitution, upon the sam 


Is it vain boasting which ren- | 


we buy our buckets, our rakes, and our shovels 
No, there is too much good sense in | 


balance with the denunciation and detraction of | 


of this fixed standard, the Constitution of the | 


United States, was the equality of rights between 
| the States, "Phis was essential; it was necessary: 


_ question, said: 


‘A union of the States containing such an ingredient 


| seemed to provide for its own destruction. The use of tor 


against a State would look more like a declaration of w: : 


| than an infliction of punishment, and would probably > 


considered by the party attacked as a dissolution of 4 
previous compacts by which it might be bound.’ 


Mr. Hamilton, who, if | were toexpressa judg 


ment by way of comparison, I would say wast! 


_masterintellect of the age in whieh he lived; whos 


mind seemed to penetrate profoundly every ques- 
tion with which he grappled, and who seldom 
failed to exhaust the subject which he treated— 
Mr. Hamilton, in speaking of the various powe's 
necessary to maintain a Government, came t? 
clause four: 

“4. Foree, by which may be understood a coercion °/ 
laws, or coercion of arms. Congress have not the forme’, 
except in few cases. In particular States, this coercio! 
is nearly sufficient ; though he held it, in most cases, nO! 
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entirely so. A certain portion of military force is absolute- 
ly 0 cessary in large communities. Massachusetts is now 
feeling this necessity, and making provision for it. But 
how can this foree be exerted on the States collectively ? 
jt is impossible. It amounts to a war between the parties. 


Foreign Powers, also, will not be idle spectators. They | 


will interpose ; the confusion will increase ; and a dissolu- 
tion of the Union will ensue.”? 

The consequence was, the proposition was lost. 
In support of this same idea of community inde- 
endence, Which I have suggested, the argument 
upon the proposition least likely to have exhibited, 
that to give power to restrain the slave trade shows 
that northern and southern men, all arguing and 


presenting different views, yet concurred in this, | 


that there could be no power to restrain a State 


from importing what she pleased. As the Senator | 


from Vermont [Mr. Cotiamer] looks somewhat 
surprised at my statement, I will refer to the au- 
thority. Mr. Rutledge said: 


“Religion and humanity had nothing to do with ‘this | 


question. Interest alone is the governing principle with 
nations. ‘The true question at presentis, whether the south- 


ern States shall or shall not be parties to the Union. Ifthe | 


northern States consult their interest, they will not oppose 


the increase of slaves, which will increase the commodities | 


of which they will become the carriers.’’—Elliott’s Debates, 
vol. 5, p. 457. 

“Mr. Pinckney. South Carolina can never receive the 
plan if it prohibits the slave trade. In every proposed 
extension of the powers of Congress, that State has ex- 
pressly and watchifully excepted that of meddling with the 


importation of negroes. If the States be all left at liberty | 
on this subject, South Carolina may perhaps, by degrees,- | 


do of herself what is wished, as Virginia and Maryland al- 
ready have done.”’—TIbid, p. 457. 

‘ Mr. SHERMAN Was for leaving the clause as it stands. 
He disapproved of the slave trade; yet, as the States were 
now possessed of the right to import slaves, as the public 
good did not require it to be taken from them, and as it was 


expedient to have as few objections as possible to the pro- | 


posed scheme of Government, he thought it bes¢to leave 
the matter as we find it.’°—Page 457. 

* Mr. BaLpWwin had conceived national objects alone to be 
before the convention; not such as, like the present, were 
of a local nature. .Georgia was decided on this point. That 
State has always hitherto supposed a General Government 
to be the pursuit of the central States, who wished to have 
a vortex for everything ; that her distance would preclude 
her from equal advantage ; and that sbe could not pru- 


dently purchase it by yielding national powers. From this, | 
it might be understood in what light she would view an 


attempt to abridge one of her favorite prerogatives. 
“Ifleft to herself, she may probably put a stop to the 


evil. As one ground for this conjecture, he took notice of 
the sect of ——, which, he said, was a respectable class of 
people who carried their ethics beyond the mere equality | 
of men, extending theirhumanity tothe claims of the whole | 


animal creation.’°—Page 459. 
** Mr. Gerry thought we had nothing to do with the con- 


duct of the States as to slaves, but ought to be careful not | 


to give any sanction to it.’’°—Page 459. 
‘Mr. Kine thought the subject should be considered in 
a political light only. If two States will not agree to the 


Constitution, as stated on one side, he could affirm with 
equal belief, on the other, that great and equal opposition | 


would be experienced from the other States. He remarked 


on the exemption of slaves from duty, whilst every other | 


import was subjected to it, as an inequality that could not 
fail to strike the commercial sagacity of the northern and 
middle States.’’—Page 460. 


Here, as will be observed, everywhere was 


recognized and admitted the doctrine of commu- | 


nity 1nmdependence and State equality—no inter- 


ference with the institutions of a State; no inter | 


ference even prospéttively save and except with 
their consent; and thus it followed that at one 
time it was proposed to except, from the power 


to prohibit the further introduction of Africans, | 
those States which insisted upon retaining the | 


ower; and finally it was agreed that a date should 
ve fixed beyond which, probably, none of them 
desired to retain it. These were States acting in 
their sovereign capacity; they possessed power 
to do as they pleased; and that was the view 
which they took of it. I ask, then, how are we, 
their descendants, those holding under their au- 
thority, to assume a power which they refused to 
admit, upon principles eternal and lying at the 
foundation of the Constitution itself? 


If, then, there be no such distinction or discrimi- 
nation; tf protection be the duty (and who willdeny | 


it) with which this Government is charged, and for 
which the States pay taxes, because of which they 
surrendered their armies and their navies; if gen- 
eral protection be the general duty, I ask, in the 
name of reason and constitutional right—I ask 
you to point me to authority by which a discrimi- 
nation is made between slave property and an 

other. Yet this is the question now fraught with 


evil to our country. It is this which has raised | 
the hurricane threatening to sweep our political 


institutions before it. This is the dark spot which 
Some already begin to fear may blot out the ¢on- 
Stellation of the Union from the political firma- 
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ment of mankind. Does it not become us, then, 


calmly to consider it, justly to weigh it; to hold | 
itin balances from which the dust has been blown, | 


in order that we may see where truth, right and 
the obligations of the Constitution requireus to 
fOr 

Itmay be pardoned to one who, from his earliest 
youth up, has been connected with a particular 
party, who has always believed that the welfare 
and the safety of the country most securely rested 
with that party, who has Seen in the triumph of 
Democracy the triumph of the Union, and veo 
has believed for years past that the downfall of 
Democracy would be its destruction. It may be 


pardoned, I say, under such circumstances as | 
these, to such g person as that, to refer even in 


this connection to that feature of the particular 


y0int which [ am discussing, which has been | 
Cosuahs forward by the recent action of that party. | 
States met together to consult as brethren, to see | 
whether they coulgagree as well upon the candi- | 


date as upon the erted, and it was apparent that 


division had entered into our ranks. After days of | 
discussion, we saw that party convention broken. | 
We saw the enemies of Democracy waiting to be | 
invited to its funeral, and jestingly looking into | 


the blank faces of those of us to whom the tele- 
graph brought the sad intelligerce. 
is, however, but the mist of the morning. 


of the Democracy, that they will assert the truth, 


boldly pronounce it, meet the issue, and I trust in | 


the good sense and patriotism of the people for 
their success. 

In this connection, it may be permissible to re- 
view our present party condition. For along time, 


two parties divided the people of the United States. | 


The controversy was mainly upon questions of 
expediency ;sometimes of constitutionality. They 


divided men in all of the States. The contest was | 


sometimes won by one, and sometimes by the 


other. The Whig party lives now but in history, 
yet it has a history of which any of its members | 
may be proud. It bore the high, but not sue- 


cessful, part of stemming the tide of popular im- 
oulse, and thus failed to attain the highest power. 
Differine from them upon the points at issue, I 
offer the homage of my respect to those who, ad- 
hering to what they believed to be true, go down 
sooner than find success in the abandonment of 
principle. With the disappearance of that party, 
and perhaps for the very reasons that caused its 
disappearance, up rose radical organizations who 


strode so far beyond progressive Democracy, that | 


Democracy took the place now left vacant by the 
old Whig party, and became the reservoir into 


| which all conservatism was poured. Therefore || 
|| itis that so many of those men, eminent in their 


day, eminent for their services, eminent in their 
history, have approved of the Democratic party 


in the present condition of the country as the only | 


conservative element which remains in our poli- 


tics. In the midst of this radicalism, of this revo- | 


lutionary tendency, it becomes not the regret ofa 
partisan merely; it is the sadness of an American 
citizen that the party on which the conservative 
hopes of the country hang has been threatened 
with division, and possibly may not hereafter 
be united. Thanks to a sanguine temperament, 


thanks to an abiding faith, thanks to a confidence | 


in the Providence which has so long ruled for good 


| the destiny of my country, [ believe it will reunite, 
and reunite upon sound and acceptable principles. | 
| At least, I hope so. 


From the postulates which I have laid down 
result the fourth and fifth resolutions. They are 


the two which I expect to be opposed, They 1) 
contain the assertion of the equality of rights of | 


all the people of the United States in the 'Territo- 
ries, and they declare the obligation of the Con- 
gress to see these rights protected. I admit that 
the United States may acquire eminent domain. 


I admit that the United States may have sov- | 
' ereignty over territory; otherwise the severeign | 


jurisdiction which we obtained by conquest or 
treaty would not pass to us. 


ing Constitution,can have eminentdomain; I deny 
that it can have sovereignty. : 
the mere agent of the States—an agent of limited 
power;and that it can do nothing save that which 


the Constitution empowers it to perform; and that, | 


though the treaty or the deed of cession may direct 


1 hope this | 
I have | 
faith in the Democracy, and that it still lives. I | 
have faith in the patriotism and in the good sense | 





I deny that their | 
agent, the Federal Government, under the exist- | 


I consider it as | 


1939 


or control, it cannotenlarge or expand the powers 
of the Congress; that it is not sovereign in any 
essential particular. It has functions to perform, 
and those functions I propose now to consider. 
The power of Congress over the Territories— 
a subject not well-defined in the Constitution of 
the United States—has been drawn from vari- 
ous sources by different advocates of that power. 
One has found it in the grant of power to inoue 
of the territory and other public property. That 
is to say, because the agent was authorized to sel 
a particular thing, or to dispose of it by grant or 
barter, therefore he has sovereign power over that 
and all else which the principal constituting him an 
agent may hereafter acquire! The property, b« 
sides the land, consisted of forts, of ships, of arma- 
ments, and other things which had belonged to the 
States in their separate capacity, and were turned 
over to the Government of the Confederation, and 
transferred to the Governmentof the United States 
and of this, together with the land so transferred, 
the Federal Government had the power to dispose ; 
and of territory thereafter acquired, of arms ther 
after made or purchased, of forts thereafter con- 
structed, or custom-houses, or docks, or lights, 
or buoys; of all these, of course, it had power to 
dispose. Ithad the power to create them; it must, 
of necessity, have had the power to dispose of 
them. It was only necessary to confer the power 
to dispose of those things which the Federal Gov 
ernment did not create, of those things which came 





| to it frogn the States, and over which they might 


signify their will for its control. 

L look upon it as the mere power to dispose of, 
for considerations and objects defined in the trust, 
the land held by the United States, none of which 
then was within the limits of the States, and the 
other public property which the United State re- 
ceived from the States after the formation of the 
Union. I do not agree with those who say the 
Government has no power toestablish a temporary 
and civil government within a Territory. t stand 
half way between the extremes of squatter sover- 
eignty and of congressional sovereignty. I hold 
that the Congress has power to establish a civil 
government; that it derives it from the grants of the 
Constitution—not the one which is referred to; and 
I hold that that power is limited and restrained, 
first by the Constitution itself, and then by every 
rule of popular liberty and sound discretion, to 
the narrowest limits which the necessities of the 
ease require. The Congress has power to defend 
the territory, to repel invasion, to suppress insur- 
rection; the Congress has power to see the laws 
executed. For this, it may have a civil magis- 
tracy—territorial courts. It hag the power to 
sauliial a Federal judiciary. ‘To that Federal 
judiciary, from these local courts, may come up to 
be decided questions with regard to the laws of the 
United States, and the Constitution of the United 
States. These, combined, give power to establish 
a temporary government sufficient, perhaps, for 
the simple wants of the inhabitants of a Territory, 
until they shall acquire the population, until they 
shall have the resources and the interests which 
justify them in becoming a State. I am sustained 
inthis view ofthe case by an opinion of the Supreme 
Court of the United States in 1845, in the case of 
Poliard’s lessee vs. P. Hagan, (3 Howard, 222, 
90% 


223,) in which the court say: 


“Taking the legislative acts of the United States, and the 


| States of Virginia and Georgia, and their deeds of cession 


to the United States, and giving to each separately, and to 
all jointly, a fair interpretation, we qust come to the con 
clusion that it was the intention of*the parties to invest 


| the United States with the eminent domain of the country 


ceded, both national and municipal, for the purposes of 


_ temporary government; and to hold it in trust for the per 


formance of the stipulations and conditions expressed in 
the deeds of cession and the legislative acts connected with 
them.”’ 


This was a question of land. It was land lying 
between high and low water, over which the Unt- 
ted States claimed to have and to exercise author- 
ity, because of the terms on which Alabama had 
been admitted into the Union. Inthat connection 
the court say, in the same case: 


“When Alabama was admitted into the Union, on au 
equal footing with the original States, she succeeded to al! 


| the rights of sovercignty, jurisdiction, and eminent domain 


which Georgia possessed at the date of the cession, excep! 
so far as this right was diminished by the public lands 

maining in the possession and- under the control of the 
United States for the temporary purpose provided for in the 
deeds of cession and the legislative acts connected with it. 
Nothing remained to the United States, according to thy 
terms of the agreement, but the public lands; and if ap 
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express stipulation had been inserted in the agreement, 
granting the municipal right of sovereignty and eminent 
domain to the United States. such stipulation would have 
been void aud inoperative; because the United States has 
no constitutional capacity to exercise municipal jurisdic 
tion, sovereignty, 

State or elsewhere, except in the cases in which it is 
expressly granted.”’ 


Another case arose not long afterwards, in || 


which not land, but religion, was involved, where 
suit was broughtagainst the municipality of New 
Orleans because they would not allow a dead body 
to be exposed at a place where, according to the 
religious rites of those interested, it was deemed 
they had a right thus to expose it. On that the 
Supreme Court say, 8 veaking of the ordinance 
for the government of Louisiana: 

‘* So far as they conferred political rights and secured 
elvil and religious liberties (which are political rights) the 
laws of Congress were ail suspended by the State constitu 
tion; nor is any part of them in force, unless they were 
adopted by the constitution of Louisiana, as laws of the 
Stato.’’—Permoli va. First Municipality, 3 Howard, 610, 

Thus we find the ry cer Court sustaining 
the proposition that the Federal Government has 
power to establish a temporary civil government 
within the limits of a Territory; but that it can 


enact no law which will endure beyond the tem- | 


porary purposes for which such government was 
established. In other cases the decisions of the 
court run in the same line; and in 1855 the then 
Attorney General, most learned in his profession— 
and in what else is he not learned, for he may be 
said to be a man of universal acquirements?—At- 
torney General Cushing then foretold what must 


have been the decision of the Supreme Court on | 


the Missouri compromise, anticipating the decis- 
ion subsequently made in the case of Dred Scott; 
that decision for which the venerable justices have 
been so often and so violently arraigned. He fore- 
told it as the necessary consequence from the line 
of precedents descending from 1842, affirmed and 


reaffirmed in different cases, and now bearing on | 
a case similar in principle, and only different in | 


the mere reference to the subject involved from 
those which had gone before. As connected with 
the decision which has agitated the peace of the 
country; as the anticipation of that decision before 
it was made, viewing it as the necessary conse- 


quence of the decisions which the court had made | 


before; if it be the pleasure of the Senate, I ask 
my friend from South Carolina to read for me a 
letter of the Attorney General, being an official 


answer made by him in relation to the military | 
reservation which was involved in the question 


before him. 
Mr. CHESNUT read from the Opinions of she 
Attorneys General, volume 7, page 575: 


“The Sapreme Court has determined that the United 
States never held any municipal sovereignty, jurisdiction, 
or right of soil in the territory of which any of the new 
States have been formed, except for temporary purposes, 
and to execute the trusts created by the deeds of cession.”’ 

. . . . * * *. * * * 

** By the force of the same principle, and in the same 
line of adjudications, the Supreme Court would have had 
to decide that the provision of the act of March 6, 1820, 
which undertakes to determine in advance the municipal 
law of all that portion of the original province of Louisiana 
which lies north of the parallel of 36° 30' north latitude, 
was null and void ab incepto, if it had not been repealed by 
a recent act of Congress. (Comp. IV., Stat. at Large, p. 
848, and X. Stat. at Large, p. 289.) » Foran act of Congress 
which pretends of right, and without consent or compact, 
to impose on the municipal power of any new State or 
States limitations and restrictions not imposed on all, is 
contrary to the fundamental condition of the Confederation, 
according to which there is to be equality of right between 
the old and new States ‘in all respects whatsoever.’ ”’ 


Mr. DAVIS. R was not long after this official 
opinion of the Attorney General before the case 
arose on which the decision was made which has 
so agitated the country. Fortunate, indeed, was it 


for the public peace that land and religion had been | 


decided—those ae on which men might 
reason had been the foundation of judicial decision 


—before that which drives all reason, it seems, | 


from the mind of man, came to be presented: the 
question whether Cuffee should be kept in his 
normal condition or not; the questton whether the 
Congress of the United States could decide what 
might or might not be property in a Territory. 


The case being that of an officer of the Army sent | 


into a Territory to perform his public duty, having 
taken with him his negro slave. The court, how- 
ever, in giving their decision in this case—or their 
opinion, if it suits gentlemen better—have gone 
into the question with such clearness, such pre- 
cision, and such amplitude, that it will relieve me 
from the necessity of arguing it any further to 





| that opinion. 


or eminent domain, within the limits of 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


. os : . 
| make a reference to some sentences contained in | ever; but from which it was my fortune, good or 
And here let me say, I cannot see |} ill, to dissent when his letter was read to me in 
| manuscript; I being, together with some other 


how those who agreed on a former occasion that 


| the egnstitutional right of the slaveholder to take 


his property into the Territory—the constitutional 
power of the Congress and the constitutional 
power of the Territory to legislate upon that sub- 
ject—should be a judicial question, can now at- 
tempt to escape the operation of an opinion which 
covers the exact political question which it was 

d the court would be called upon 


_ beforehan 

+ ecide. Decided in strictness of technical lan- 
| guage it was known it could not be. 
_ thousands, a vast variety of cases may arise, and 


Hundreds, 


centuries — and leave that court, if our Union 
still exists, deciding questions in relation to that 
character of property in the Territories; but the 
great and fundamental idea was that, after thirty 
years of angry controversy, dividing the people 
and paralyzing the arm of the Federal Govern- 
ment, some umpire should bé®ought which would 


| compose the difficulty and set it upon a footing to 
| leave us in future to proceed in peace; and that 


umpire was selected which the Constitution had 
provided to decide questions of law. I ask my 
friend to read some extracts from the decision. 
Mr. CHESNUT read as follows, from the case 
of Dred Scott vs. Sandford, pp. 55, 56, and 57: 
**'The Territory being a part of the United States, the 
Government and the citizen both enter it under the author- 


| ity of the Constitution, with their respective rights defined 


and marked out; and the Federal Government can exer- 
cise no power over his person or property beyond what 
that instrument confers, nor lawfully deny any right which 
it has reserved.”’ * * * * * * * 
‘The powers over person and property of which we 
speak are not only not granted to Congress, but are in ex- 
press terms denied, and they are torbidden to exercise them. 
And this prohihition is not confined to the States, but the 
words are general, and extend to the whole territory over 
which the Constitution gives it power to legislate, including 


those portions of it remaining under territorlal govern- | 


ment, as well as that covered by States. It isa total ab- 
sence of power everywhere within the dominion of the 
United States, and places the citizens of a Territory, so far 
as these rights are concerned, on the same footing with citi- 
zens of the States, and guards them as firmly and plainly 
against any inroads which the General Government might 
attempt under the plea of implied or incidental powers. And 
if Congress itself cannot do this—if it is beyond the powers 
conferred on the Federal Government—it will be admitted, 
we presume, that it could notauthorize a territorial govern- 
ment to exercise them. It could confer no power on any 
local government, established by its authority, to violate 
the provisions of the Constitution.”’ . . - * 
** And if the Constitution recognizes the right of property 
of the master in a slave, and makes no distinction between 
that description of property and other property owned bya 
citizen, no tribunal, acting under the authority of the Uni- 
ted States, whether it be legislative, executive, or judicial, 
has a right to draw such a distinction, or deny to it the ben- 
efit of the provisions and guarantees which have been pro- 
vided for the protection of private property against the en- 
croachments of the Government.” = * ” . * 

* "This is done in plain words—too plain to be misunder- 
stood. And no word can be found inthe Constitution which 


\| gives Congress a greater power over slave property, or 
| Which entitles property of that kind to less protection than 
| property of any other description. 


The only power con- 
ferred is the power coupled with the duty of guarding and 
protecting the owner in his rights. 

** Upon these considerations, it is the opinion of the court 
that the act of Congress which prohibited a citizen from 


| holding and owning property of this kind in the territory of 


the United States north of the line therein mentioned, is 
not warranted by the Constitution, and is therefore void ; 
and that neither Dred Scott himself, nor any of his family, 


| were made free by being carried into this territory; even if 


they had been carried there by the owner, with the inten- 
tion of becoming a permanent resident.”’ 


Mr. DAVIS. Here, then, Mr. President, I say 
the umpire selected as the referee in the contro- 
versy has decided that neither the Congress nor 
its agent, the territorial government, has the 
power to invade or impair the right of property 
within the limits of a Territory. I will not in- 
quire whether it be technically a decision or not. 
It was obligatory on those who selected the um- 
pire and agreed to abide by the award. 

It is well known to those who have been asso- 
ciated with me in the two Houses of Congress 


_ that, from the commencement of the question, I 


have been the determined opponent of what is 
called squatter sovereignty. I never gave it coun- 


_ tenance, and I am now least of all disposed to give 


it quarter. In 1848 it made its eer for 


good purposes. It was ushered in bya great and 
good man. He brought it forward because of 


that distrust which he had in the capacity ef the 
Government to bear the rude shock to which it 
was exposed. His apprehension, no doubt, to 
some extentsharpened and directed his patriotism, 
and his reflection led him to a conclusion to which, 
I doubt not, to-day he adheres as tenaciously as 
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persons, asked, though not by the writer, whethey 
or not it should be sent. t the first blush, | 
believed it to be a fallacy—a fallacy fraught with 
mischief; that it escaped an issue which was Upon 
us which it was our duty to meet; that it escaped 
it by a side path, which led to greater danger. | 
thought it a fallacy which would surely be ex. 
ploded. 1 doubted then, and still more for som, 
time afterwards, when held to a dread responsi- 
bility for the position which I occupied—I doubted 
whether I should live to see that fallacy exploded, 
It has been more speedily and, to the country, 
more injuriously, than i anticipated. In the 
mean time, what has been its operation? Le; 
Kansas speak—the first great field on which the 
trial was made. What was then the consequence? 
The Federal Government withdrawing contro], 
leaving the contending sections, excited to the 
highest point upon this question, each to send 
forth its army, Kansas became the battle field, and 
Kansas the ery which well nigh led to civil war. 
This was the first fruit. More deadly than the 
fatal upas, its effect was not limited to the mere 
spot of ground on which the dew fell from its 
leaves, but it spread throughout the United States, 
it kindled all which had been collected for years 
of inflammable material. It was owing to the 
strength of our Government and the good sense 
of the quiet masses of the people that it did not 
wrap our country in one widespread conflagra- 
tion. 

What right had Congress then, or what right 
has it gow, to abdicate any power conferred upon’ 
it as trustee of the States? What right had Con- 
gress then, or has it now, to shrink from the per- 
formance of a duty because the mere counters 
spread on the table may be swept off, when they 
have not answered the purposes for which they 
were placed? What is it to you or me, or any 
one, when we weigh our own continuation in place 
against the great interests of which we are con- 
servators; against the welfare of the country, and 
the liberty of our posterity to the remotest ages? 
What is it, I say, which can be counted in the 
balance on our side against the performance of that 
duty which is imposed upon us? If any one be- 
lieves Congress has not the constitutional power, 
he acts conscientiougly in insisting upon Congress 
not usurping it. If any one believes that the 
squatters upon the lands of the United States 
within a Territory are invested with sovereignty, 
having won it by some of those processes unknown 
to history, without grant or without revolution, 
without money and without price, he adhering to 
the theory may pursue it to its conclusion. To 
the first class, those who claim sovereign power 
over the Territories for Congress, I say, lay your 
hand upon the Constitution, and find there the 
warrant of your authority. Of the second, those 


of whom I have last spoken, I[ ask, in the Con- 


stitution, reason, right, or justice, what is there 
to sustain your theory? 

The phraseology which has been employed on 
this question seems to me to betray a strange con- 
fusion of ideas. To speak of a sovereignty, @ 
plenary legislative power deriving its power from 
an agent; a sovereignty held subject to articles 
with the formation of which that sovereignty had 
nothing to do; a compact to which it was not a 
party! You say to a sovereign, “ A and B have 
agreed on certain terms between themselves, and 
you must govern your conduct according to them; 
yet I do not deny your sovereignty!”’ That is, 
the power to do as they pane, provided it con- 
forms to the rule which others chose to lay down! 
Can this be a definition of sovereignty ? j 

But again, siz, nothing seems to me morte illo- 
gical than the argument that this power is acquired 
by a grant from the Congress, connected with tho 
other argument that Congress have not got the 
power to do the act themselves; that is to say, 
that the recipient takes more than the giver pos- 
sessed; that a Territorial Legislature can do any- 
—s which a State Legislature can do, and that 
** subject to the Constitution” means merely the 
restraints imposed upon both. This is col- 
founding the whole theory and the history of our 
Government. ‘Ihe States were the grantors; they 
made the compact; they gave the Federal agent 
its powers; they inhibited themselves from doing 
certain things, and all else they retained to them- 
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1860. 
selves. This Federal agent got just so much as 
the States chose to give, no more, It could do 
nothing save by warrant of the authority of the 
crant made by the States. Therefore its powers 
are not comparable to the powers of the State 
Legislature, because one is the creature of grant, 
and the other the exponent of sovereign power. 
The Supreme Court have covered the whole 
round of the relation of the Congress to the Ter- 
ritorial Legislatures—the agent of the States and 
the agent of the Congress—and the restrictions 
vut upon the one are those put upon the other, in 
fanguage so clear as to render it needless further 
to labor the subject. 


In 1850, following the promulgation of this no- | 


tion of squatter sovereignty, we had the idea of 
non-intervention introduced into the Senate of the 


| an evasion; I held that the duty of Congress 


| 


United States, and it is strange to me how that || 


idea has expanded. 
malleable than gold, to have been hammered out 
to an extent that covers boundless regions undis- 
covered by those who proclaimed the doctrine. 
Non-intervention then meant, as the debates show, 
that Congress should neither prohibit nor estab- 
lish slavery in the Territories. That I hold to 
now. Will any one suppose that Congress then 
meant by won-intervention that Congress should 
legislate in no regard in respect to property in 
slaves? Why, sir, the very acts which they 
passed at the time refute it, There is the fugi- 
tive slave law,and that abomination of laws which 
assumed to confiscate the property of a citizen 
who should attempt to bring it into this District 
with intent to remove it to sell it at some other 
time and at some other place. Congress acted then 
upon the subject, acted beyond the limit of its 
authority as I believed, confidently believed; and 
if ever that act comes before the Supreme Court, 
I feel satisfied that they will declaré sit null and 
void. Are we to understand that those men, thus 
acting at the very moment, intended by non-in- 
tervention to deny and repudiate the laws they 
were then creating? The man who stood most 
prominently the advocate of the measures of that 
year, who, great in many periods of our history, 
perhaps shone then with the brightest light his 
genius ever emitted—I refer to Henry Clay—has 


given his own view on this subject; and I sup- | 


pose he may be considered as the highest author- 
ity. On June 18, 1850, I had introduced an 
amendment to the compromise bill, providing: 


‘“« And that all laws, or parts oflaws, usages, or customs, 
preéxisting inthe Territories acquired by the United States 
from Mexico, and which in said ‘Territories restrict, abridge, 
or obstruct the full enjoyment of any right of person or 
property of a citizen of the United States, as recognized or 
guarantied by the Constitution or laws of the United States, 
are hereby declared and shall be held as repealed.”’ 


Upon that, Mr. Clay said: 


‘*Mr. President, I thought that upon this subject there 
had been a clear understanding in the Senate that the Sen- 
ate would not decide itself upon the lex loci as it respects 
slavery; that the Senate would not allow the Territorial 
Legislature to pass any law upon that question. In other 
words, that it would leave the operation of the local law or 
ot the Constitution of the United States upon that local law 
to be decided by the proper and competent tribunal—the 
Supreme Court of the United States.”—.Appendiz to Con- 
gressional Globe, Thirty-First Congress,first session, p. 916. 


That was the position taken by Mr. Clay, the 
leader. A mere sentence will show with what 
view I regarded the dogma of non-intervention 
when that amendment was offered. I said: 

‘* But what is non-intervention seems to vary as often as 
the light and shade of every fleeting cloud. It has differ- 
ent meanings in every State. in every county, in every town. 
If non-intervention means that we shall not have protection 
for our propert} in slaves, then I always was, and always 
shall be, opposed to it. If it means that we shall not have 
the protection of the law because it would favor slavehold- 
ers, that Congress shall not legislate so as tu secure to us 
the benefits of the Constitution, then I am opposed to non- 
intervention, and alyays shall be opposed to it.”°—.4ppen- 
diz to Congressional Gloie, Thirty-First Congress, first ses- 
sion, p. 919. 

Mr. Downs, one of the committee of thirteen, 
and an advocate of the measures, said: ; 

“What I understand by non-intervention is, an inter- 
roe rod —— prohibiting, or establishing, or inter- 

‘ring with slavery.”"—Appendiz to Congressiong! Globe 
Thirty-First Congress, first session, p. 919. , 

By what species of legerdemain this doctrine of 
non-intervention has come to extend toa paralysis 
of the Government on the whole subject, to ex- 
clude the Congress from any kind of legislation 
whatever, I am at a loss to conceive, Certain it 
'S, it was not the theory of that period, and it was 
hot contended for in all the controversies we had 
then. Lhad no faith in it then; I considered it 


It seems to have been more | 











i| the United States. 





| power, just where it was. I find myself physicall 


ought to be performed; that the issue was before 


‘| us, and ought to be met, the sooner the better; 


that truth would prevail if presented to the people; 
borne down to-day, it would rise up to-morrow; 
and I stood then on the same general plea which 


/I am making nowe The Senator from Illinois 


[Mr. Doveras] and myself differed at that time, 
as I presume we do now. We differed radically 
then. He opposed every. proposition which I 
made, voting against propositions to give power 
to a Territorial Legislature to protect slave prop- 
erty which should be taken there; to remove the 
obstruction of the Mexican laws; voting for a prop- 
ddidbcatcseeinbeihastnsmnmeshendiavers ain 
be taken there; voting for the proposition expressly 
to prohibit its introduction; voting for the propo- 
sition to keep in force the laws of Mexico which 
prohibited it. Some of these votes, it is but just 
to him I should say, I think he gave perforce of 
his instructions; but others of them, I think it is 
equally fair to suppose, were outside of the limits 
of any instructions which could have been given 
before the fact. 

In 1854, advancing in this same general line of 
thought, the Congress, in enacting territorial bills, 
left out a provision which had before beenusually 
contained in them, requiring the Legislature of the | 
Territory to submit its laws to the Congress of the | 
United States. It has been sometimesassumed that 
this was the recognition of the power of the Ter- 
ritorial Legislature to exercise plenary legislation, 
as might that of a State. It will be remembered 
that, when our present form of Government was 
instituted, there were those who believed the Fed- 
eral Government should have the power of re- 
vision over the laws ofa State. It was long and 
ably contended forin the convention which formed 
the Constitution; and one of the compromises 
which was made was an appellate, to lodge power 
in the Supreme Court to incite all questions of 
constitutional law. ’ 

But did this omission of the obligation to send 
here the laws of the Territories work this grant of 
power to the Territorial Legislature? Certainly 
not; it could not; and that it did not, is evinced by 
the fact that ata subsequent period, the organic act | 
was revised because the legislation of the Terri- 
tory of Kansas was offensive to the Congress of | 
Congress could not abdicate | 
its authority; it could not abandon its trust; and 
when it omitted the requirement that the laws 
should be sent back, it created a casus which re- | 
quired it to act without the official records being | 
laid before it, as they would have been if the ob- | 
ligation had existed. That was all the difference. 
It was not enforcing upon the agent the obligation 
to send the infermation. It left Congress, as to its 


unable to go as fully into the subjectas I intended, 
and therefore, omitting a reference to those acts, | 
suffice it to say, that here was the recognition of the | 
obligation of Congress to interpose against a Ter- | 
ritorial Legislature for the protection of personal 
right. That is What we ask of Congress now. I 
am not disposed to ask this Congress to go into 
speculative legislation. ] am not one of those who 
would willingly see this Congress enact a code to 
be applied to all Territories and for all time to 
come. I only ask that cases, as they arise, may be | 
met according to the exigency. 
personal and property rights in the Territories are 
not protected, then the Congress, by existing laws 
and governmental machinery, shall intervene and 
provide such means as will secure in each case, as 
far as may be, an adequate remedy. I ask no | 
slave code, nor horse code, nor machine code. I 
ask that the Territorial Legislature be made to 
understand beforehand that the Congress of the 
United States does not concede to them the power 
to interfere with the rights of person or propert 
guarantied by the Constitution, and that it will 
apply the remedy, if the Territorial Legislature 
should so far forget its duty, so far transcend its 
power, as tocommit that violation of right. That 
is the announcement of the fifth resolution. 

My colleague arraigned that resolution because 
it did not go far enough. He thought the mere 
proposition to act when necessary did not meet 
the case which he said now existed, because he | 
said the necessity had arisen. To that my an- | 
swer is, that here I ask the Senate to declare great 
truths to-day, and for all time to come, to bring 
back the populaf judgment to the standard of the 





I ask that when\| 
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| Constitution; that Lam not seeking legislation in 


these resolutions; Lam but making great declara- 
tions on which legislation may be founded. These 
declarations will be good to-day and to-morrow; 
they will speak a restraining voice to the Terri- 
torial Legislatures. They will speak our senti- 


| ments as to the rights of person and property, the 


of my colleague, who has twice criticised 


obligations and duties of the Constitution. It is 
for that purpose I introduced them, it is for that 
purpose | seek the vote of the Senate. ‘ At some 
other time I may institute a comparison between 
these resolutions and their doctrines, and those of 
some others before the Senate, particularly those 
mine, 


once very harshly then I was detained by illness 





| there; and 





from the Senate. I will now only say, however, 
Mr. President, that his second resolution contains 
what I consider too near an affiliation with his dis- 
tinguished friend from Illinois. The admission 
thatevery Territory when organized is to exercise 
legislative power inclines rather too much to the 
direction of squatter sovereignty. Atan earlier 
period of our history many Territories were or- 
ganized without a Legislature, with simply a 
Governor and Council, and if the Verritory of 
Utah was fitted for anything in the form of civil 
government, a Governor and Council are as much 
as itever ought to have had. | thus illustrate my 
opinion by a case in point. 

These are the general views which I entertain 
of our right of protection and the duty of the 
Government. They are those which are enter- 
tained by the constituency | have the honor to rep- 
resent, whose delegation has recently announced 
those principles at Charleston. I honor them, 
and I approve their conduct. I think their bearing 
was worthy of the mother State which sent them 

] doubt not she will receive them with 
joy and gratitude. ‘They have asserted and vin- 
dicated her equality of right. By that asserted 
equality of right 1 doubt not she will stand. For 
weal or for woe, for prosperity or adversity, for 
the preservation of the great blessings which we 
enjoy,or the trial of a new and separate condition, 
I trust Mississippi never will surrender the small- 


/est atom of the sovereignty, independence, and 


equality, to which she was born, to avoid any 
danger or any sacrifice to which she may thereby 


| be exposed. 


The sixth resolution of the series declares at 
what time a State may form a constitution and 
decide upofi her domestic institutions. I deny 
this right@o the territorial condition because the 


| ‘Territory belongs in common to the States. Ev- 


ery citizen of the United States as a joint owner of 
that Territory, has a right to go into it with any 
property which he may possess. These territo- 
rial inhabitants require municipal law, police, and 

vernment. They should have it, but it should 
»e restricted to their own necessities. They have 
no right within their municipal power to attempt 
to decide the rights of the people of the States. 
They have no right to éxclude any citizen of the 
United States from coming and equally enjoy- 
ing thiscommon possession; it is for the purpose 
of preserving order, giving protection to rights of 
person and property, that a municipal territorial 
government should be instituted. 

The last resolution refers to a law founded on 
a provision of the Constitution, which contains an 
obligation of faith to every State of the Unioh; 
and that obligation of faith has been violated by 
thirteen States of the Confederacy—as many as 
originally fought the battles of the Revolution and 
established the Confederation. Is it to be expected 
that a compact thus broken in part, violated in its 
important features, will be regarded as binding in 
all else? Isthe free trade which the North sought 
in the formation of the Union, and for which the 
States generally agreed to give Congress the power 
to regulate commerce, to 4» trampled under foot 
by laws of obstruction, not giving to the citizens 


| of the South that free transit across the territory 


of the northern States which we might claim from 


_ any friendly State under Christendom; and is Con- 
gress to stand powerless by, on the doctrine of 


non-intervention? We have a right to claim ab- 
stinence from interference with our rights from 
any Governmenton the earth. Shall we claim no 
more from that which we have constituted for our 
own purposes, and which we support by draining 
our own means for its support? 

We have had agitation, changing inits form, and 
gathering intensity, for the last forty years. It was 
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first for political power, and directed against new 
States; now it has assumed a social form, is all- 
prevailing, and has reached the point of revolution 
For it was only last fall that an 
overt act was committed by men who were sus- 


and ely il war. 


tumed by arms and money, raised by extensive 
lave holding states, 
to carry treasonable war acainst the State of Vir- 

ia, because now as before the Revolution, and 
ever sinee she held the African in bondage. This 
is part of the history and marks the necessity of 


combination among the non 


the times, It wart sus to stop and reflect, to go 
back to the orivinal standard, to measure our acts 
' ' 

t 


ry the obligation of our fathers, by the pledges 
they m de one tothe other, to see whether we are 


conforming to out plighted faith, and to ask se- 


riously, solemnly, looking each other inquiringly 
1 the face, wh ut we should do to save our coun- 
try. 
‘This agitation being at first one of sectional 
pride for political power, has at last degenerated 
or grown up to(as you please) a trade, ‘There are 


men who hal itually taside a portion of money 
which they are anm lly to apply to what ar 

led © chafitable purposes;’’ that is to say, so 
far as | understand it, to support some vacrant 
lecturer, Whose purpose Is agitation and mischief 
wherever he vor ‘This constitutes, therefore,a 
trade; a class of people are thus ¢ mploye d, em- 
ployed for mischief, for incendiary purposes, per- 
hap not alway: understood by those who furnish 
the money: but such ts the effect; such is the result 
of their action: and in this state of the ease I call 
upon the Senate to affirm the great principles on 
which ourinstitutions rest. Ip no spirit of crim- 
ination have [stated the reasons why | present it. 
Kor these reasons, I call upon them now to re- 
strain the growth of evil passion, and to bring 
back the public sense as far as in them lies, by 
earnest and united effort, if it may be, to crown 
our country with peace, and start it once more in 
its primal channel on acarcer of progr ssive pros- 
perity and justice. 

The majority section cannot be strueeling for 
additional pow: rin order to preserve their rights. 
If any of them ever believed in what is called 
southern aggression, they know now they have 
the majority in the representative districts and 
in the clectoral college The y cannot, therefore, 
fear an invasion of their rights. They need no 
additional politital power to protect them from 
that. Thearrument,then, orthe reason on which 
this agitation commefced, has passed Way; and 
yet we are asked, if a party hostile to our institu- 
tions shall gain possession of the Government, that 
we shall stand quietly by, and wait for an overt act. 
Overtact! Is nota declaration of war an overt 
act?) What would be thought of a country that, 
after a declaration of war, and whilst the enemy® 
fleets were upon the sea, should wait until a city 
had been sacked befure it would say that war ex- 
isted, or resistance should be made? The power of 
resistance consists, in no small degree, in meeting 
the evil at the outer gate. [can speak for my- 
self—and IT have no rigat to speak for others— 
when I say that if [ belonged to a party organized 
on the basis of making war on any section or in- 
terest in the United States, if I know myself, I 
would instantly quit it. We have made no war 
against you. We have asked no discrimination in 
our favor. We claim to have but the Constitu- 
tion fairly and equally administered. To consent 
to less than this, would be to sink in the scale of 
manhood; would be to make our posterity so de- 
graded that they would curse this geheration for 
robbing them of the rights their revolutionary 
fathers beqeathed them. ; 

Is this expected? Yet it is for the assertion of 
such thouchts, such intents as these, that we of 
the South are arraigned as threatening and at- 
tempting to menace the North. Lunderstand the 
artful dodge which induces the use of that word 
‘*menace.’’ No portion of our people are subject 
to fear, nor are they to be intimidated by threats. 
They all have much of that sentiment which feels 
a pride in peril’s hour; and therefore it is that our 
demand of equal rights, our assertion of the de- 
termination never to surrender them, has been 
tortured into a menace to those with whom we 
have ever sought to live in peace. Itisnotathreat, 
but a warning; and that warning is given in the 
spirit of fraternity. When we say to those who 
have a common destiny, a common interest with 
us, *‘stopere your tread is onan empire's dust,” 
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We have built up a granary that secures the com. 
\ | mercial world against the fear of famine. Hic, . 
account before you. It would be idle to expect || than all this, we have achieved a moral triumph, 
us to be satisfied with mere declarations that the || We have received, by hundreds of thousands, a 
only purpose is to prevent slaves being taken into || constant tide of immigrants—energetic if not wo] 
the ‘Territories. We havea recentexample, teach- || educated, fleeing, some from want, some from 
ing a melancholy lesson of th@madnessand faith- || oppression, some from the penalties of violated 
lessness of Abolitionism. Whenthe Britisheman- || law—received them into our society; and by th, 
cipationists met at Old Jewry, they said their only || gentle suasion of a Government which exhibits 
object was to break up the slave trade; but soon || no force, by removing want and giving employ. 
arose the amis des noirs of France At first they ment, they have subsided into pe aceful citiz, ns, 
proclaimed their purpose to be the education of || and have increased the wealth and power of our 
mulattoes. ‘The new schools progressed with || country. 

If, then, this temple so blessed, and to the roof 
of which we were about to look to see it extended 
over the continent, giving a protecting arm to jiy- 
fant republies that need it—if this temple is totter. 

| ing on its pillars, what, I ask, can be a higher 0, 
nobler duty for the Senate to perform than to rush 
to its pillars and uphold them, or be crushied in 
the attempt? We have tampered with a question 
which has grown in magnitude by each year’s 
delay. It require s to be plainly met; the truth to 
be told. The patriotism and the sound sense of 
the people, whenever the Federal Government 
from its high places of authority shall proclaim 
the truth in unequivocal language, will, in my 
firm belief, receive and approve it. But so longa; 
we deal like the Delphic oracle in words of doub! 
| meaning, so long as we attempt to escape from re- 
sponsibility, and exhibit our fear to declare tl 
_ truth by the fact that we do not act upon it, we 
| must expectspeculative theory to occupy the mind 
| of the public, and error to increase as time rolls 


itis not to destroy, but to avoid the dread alter- 
native; we call you to the sober reckoning of the 


crowth of their purpose; the terrible catastrophes 
which ensued; the wide-spread ruin whieh now 
broods over the most fertile portion of the West 
Indies, proclaim how idle it is to rely on those who 
set out with no fixed rule of conduct—their im- 
aginations turned loose on the field of mere specu- 
lative philosophy, and attempting, upon such a 
basis, to legislate for public interests. ‘This Eng- 
lish teaching, this English philanthropy, is to us 
vhatthe wooden horse was at the si re of Troy. 
It has its concealed evil; it is, I believe, the sep- 
aration of these States; the ruin of the navigating 
and manufacturing States who are their rivals; 
not the southern States who contribute to their 
wealth and prosperity. Yet, strange as it may 
seem, there only do the seeds they seatter take 
root. British interference finds no footing, receives 
no weleome among us of the South; we turn with 
loathing and disgust from their mock philan- 
i 
thropy. We look with sorrow upon the gallant 























-any. It declared its purpose to be the benefit of 


sailors of the United States who perish on the || on. But if the sad fate should be ours, for this 


coast of Africa, participating in a scheme which is 
to people the British islands with captive Africans 
sent there from captured slavers. Whilst we are 
gulled, as it were; whilst we are expending our 
means and appropriating money to send the cap- 
tured Africans back, not to their home—they had 
none—but to a colony founded by the United 
States, Great Britain forces them into her own 
colonial possessions, and there, under the name of 
apprenticeship, compels them tolabor. More hor- 
rible still: while preaching her crusade against the 
domestic institutions of the United States, she is 
engaged in a trade for a race of men sufficiently 
high in the seale of creation to value family ties 
and to feel the sentiment of home—coolies kid- | 
napped; boys tolerably well educated; tradesmen, 
apothecaries in abundance, caught up in China, 
and brought to be sold to the cultivators of colonial 
sugar estates. This offense against nature has 
met with some solemn retributions. The rising of 
these miserable captives against the captain and 
crew, and the horrible barbarity with which the 
trade is pursued, are to be seen in the accounts of 
wrecks where the hatches are battened down, the 
ship deserted by the crew, left beating on the rocks, 
and these miserable prisoners, without the light 
of heaven, left there to hear the rush of the relent- 
less wave, and to weep for their fatherland, from 
which they were borne by men more relentless | 
than the wave which rushes on to their destruc- 
tion. With such manifestations as these, how can 
they prate philanthropy to us who hold in bond- 
age a race of men who never were free; who for 
thousands of years have occupied the condition | 
they did in the American colonies, and do vow in 
the southern States, and who live in a quietude || 
and happiness which she might be well employed 
in bestowing on the suffering peasantry of Eng- 
land and her colonial dependencies of the East. 
Among the great purposes declared in the pre- | 
amble of the Constitution is one to provide for the || 
general welfare. Provision for the general wel- , 
fare implies general fraternity. This Union was 
not expected to be held together by coercion; 
the power of force as a mean was denied. They i 
sought, however, to bind it perpetually together 
with that which was stronger than triple bars of 
brass and steel—the ceaseless current of kind 
offices, renewing and renewed in an eternal flow, 
and gathering volume and velocity as it rolled. | 
It was a function intended not for the injury of 


all. Concessions which were made between the 
different States in the convention prove the mo- || 
tive. Each gave to the other what was necessary | 
to it; what each could afford to spare. Young as 
a nation, our triumphs under this system have 


| tamed a wilderness; we have spanned a continent. || 


mostminute cause, todestroy ourGovornment, th 
historian who shall attempt philosophically to ex- 


| amine the question will, after he has put on his 


microscopic glasses and discovered it, be com- 
pelled to ery out, veritably so the unseen insect in 
the course of time destroys the mighty oak. Now, 
L believe—may I not say I believe? if not, then I 
hope—there is yet time, by the full explicit dec- 
laration of the truth, to disabuse the popular 


mind, to arouse the popular heart, to expose the 


danger from lurking treason and ill-concealed lhos- 
tility; to rally a virtuous people to their coun- 
try’s rescue, who circling closer and deeper, as 


| the storm gathers fury, around the ark of their 
| father’s covenant, will place it in security, there 
happily to remaina sign of fraternity, justice, and 


equality, to our remotest posterity. 

Mr. CLINGMAN obtained the floor. 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, 1 do not pro- 
pose to take the floor from my friend from North 
Carolina, who gave notice ofan intention to speak; 


| but only to say aword ortwo. My colleague, 
in the course of his speech, made one or two allu- 


sions to myself, which I think it proper to notice. 
My coileague thought it unjust for meto criticise 
his resolutions in‘his absence, and while he was 
detained by sickness. [tis due to myself to say, 
that on that day I was not in when the resolu- 
tions were brought before the Senate. Som 


| other Senator, whose name I am sorry to say I do 


not now remember, but I believe it was my friend 


from Delaware, (Mr. Sautssury,] appointed that 


day to speak on the subject. It is true, [ re- 
marked the absence of my colleague, but did not 
know that he was detained by sickness. So 
much upon that point. 

Then my colleague criticises the second of my rs- 


| olutions, by saying that he thought itlooked a litt! 


too far toward the squatter-sovereignty doctrine of 
the Senator from Illinois. I very much regret that 
my colleague did not make that suggestion at an 
earlier day, or did not suggest in what that aflili- 
ation towards the Senator from Illinois consisted: 


| for atany earlierday than this, or to-day, or at any 


future day, I shall be prepared to strike from th 

resolution whatever Ildoks towards squatter-sover- 
eignty. I have stood here for twelve long years 
warring against the principle of squatter sover- 
eignty. My record dates quite as far back as that 
of my gplleague or any other man on that point. 
I stood In the Senate, as old Senators will reco!- 
lect, and in my feeble way combated the presen! 
illustrious Secretary of State on that question when 
I stood almost alone. Never, atany time or under 
any circumstances, have I given the slightest poss!- 
ble countenance knowingly to that doctrine. Ifit be 


| . : : . =t 
embodied in my second resolution, or the slightest 
‘had no parallel ti human history. We have | 


scintilia of it, it crept in there without the know!- 
edge of the man whose head dictated it or whose 





© com- 
licher 
umph, 
inds, a 
Ot well 
from 
lolated 
by the 
<hibits 
nploy- 
uzens, 
of our 


he roof 
tended 
1 to in- 
totter. 
rher Or 
to rush 
shed in 
Hestion 
year’s 
ruth to 
Phse of 
rnment 
‘oclaim 
in my 
long as 
doub! 
rom re- 
are the 
it, we 
1 mind 
1e rol] s 
or this 
ent, the 
7 to eX- 
on his 
e com- 
nsect in 
Now, 
, then I 
cit dec- 
vopular 
ose the 
ed hos- 
* coun- 
per, as 
f their 
r, there 
ice, and 


ot pro- 
L North 
) speak; 
leacue, 
vo allu- 
‘notice. 
‘riticise 
he was 
to say, 
resolu- 

som 
ay Ido 
y friend 
ted that 
». 1 re- 
did not 
ss. So 
my res- 
dalittle 
‘trinc of 
ret that 
yn at an 
ut afiili- 
nsisted; 
ratany 
rom the 
P-Sover- 
4 years 
- sover- 
as that 
t point. 
ll recol- 
present 
yn when 
ry under 
st ,OSSI- 
y fit be 
lightest 
know!- 
r whose 


i 





1860. 


hond drafted it. I utterly repudiate the whole 
doctrine of squatter sovereignty. 
Mr. President, without pursuing the subject, if 


in order, L will move an amendment to my | 


; 1eue’s fifth resolution. 

sin these words: 

«That if experience should at any time prove that the 

licial and executive authority do not possess means to 

<ure adequate protection to constitutional rights ina Ter- 
ry. and if the territorial government should fail or retuse 

vide the necessary remedies for that purpose, it will 


> 





eo pet 

‘the duty of Congress to supply such deficiency.’ 

Phat is the fifth in the series of my colleague’s 
Tr *aft ° 

lutions. To that I move now, if it be in order, 
‘he following amendment; to strike out all after 
the word ** resolved,’’ and insert: 

That experience having already shown that the Consti 
ration and the common faw, unaided by statutory enact 
ments, do not afford adequate and sufficient protection to 
slave property, some of the Territories having tailed, and 
others having refused to pass such enactments, it has be- 
eome the duty of Congress to interpose and pass such laws 
is will afford to slave property in the Territories that pro 

tion whieh is given to other kinds of property. 

Now, Mr. President, with the indulgence of my 
friend one moment longer, whatever party in this 
country will stand upon that proposition will get 
my cordial support in the election. If it be but 
the party of Mississippi, I will stand with her. 
If it be but the party of one State, I will stand 


with it; and for the principle embodied in this || 


For thirty years I have walked the | 


amendment. yye 
deck of the old Democratic ship. During that 
time she has again and again made the port in 


The fifth resolution | 


| 


} 


safety. Once or twice she has gone aground, but 


soon was put afloat again by the returning tide. 
I want to stand upon her deck still. Like my 
colleague, | believe she will ride out this storm. 


{ have heard that she is growing old and decayed, 


and is no longe® seaworthy. Perhaps it is so; 
I hope not; but when [| leave the deck of the good 
old Democratic ship, be it understood by all men 
that I will not go to sea in a cockboat, which will 
be everset by the first little squall that overtakes 
her. If L leave the old Democratic ship, | mean 


to stand on a platform suchas is embodicd in the | 


amendment I have offered; about which I under- 
take to say there 1s no equivocation, no doubt, no 
hesitation. It meets the question broad and square 
and flat. If it does not, tell me in whatever lan- 
cuage Ll shall couch it to meet the issue as it is. I 
am against squatter sovereignty imall its phases 
and all its aspects. I am for no equivocation, for 


|| north and at others tothe south of it; but that would matter | 


no doubtful language; and no one knows it better | 


than the Senator from Illinois. This is all at this 
time that I have to say. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Mr. President, most of 
the speech of the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. 
Davis} I cordially approve of. There are one or 
two points, however, in which I differ with him; 


| establish or protect slavery ina Territory, and also 
to prohibit it. We were all sworn to support 
the Constitution; and if we had denied the power, 
we could not have given the vote. Il am free to 
say that [ subsequently changed my opinion; and 
prior to the decision in the Dred Scott case I pub- 
lished my views in accordance with the doctrine 
laid down in that decision, as I understand it. 
That, however, is merely personal to myself, and 
cannot affect the Senate. 

But, sir, in 1847, General Cass brought forward 
the non-intervention doctrine. He was sustained 
by Daniel S. Dickinson and by John C. Calhoun, 
and other distinguished statesmen; and though | 
was then an opponent of it, I am free to say that 
I believe its advocates were perhaps nearer right 
than I was. So remarkable was the statement of 
Mr. Calhoun at that time that I shall ask the in- 
dulgence of the Senate fora single moment while 
| read a few extracts from his speech. Some of 
his remarks were almost prophetic, and anything 
from him has great weight with gentlemen of the 
school to which the Senator from Mississippi and 

| myself belong. In his opening remarks in his 

| speech of June 27, 1848, he said : 

| “Thereisa very striking difference between the position 
in which the slaveholding and non-slaveholding States 
stand in reference to the subject under consideration. The 
jeformer desire no aciion of the Government; demand fo law 
to give them any advantage in the Territory about to be 
established; are willing to leave it, and other Territories be- 
| longing to the United States, open to all their citizens, so 


|, long as they continue to be Territories, and when they 


cease to be so, to leave it to their inhabitants to form such 

| governments as may sué them, without restriction or con- 
dition, except that imposed by the Constitution as a pre- 
requisite for admission into the Union. In short, they are 
Wiiling to leave the whole subjeet where the Constitution 
and the great and fundamental principles of self-government 

| place it.’? 

| What further did he say? 

| tice and the Constitution leave it, she would be excluded 
from her full share of the Territories. In my opinion, if it 

| be lett there, climate, soil, and other circumstances, would 


fix the line between the slaveholding and non-slaveholding | 


| States in about 36° 39. It may zig-zag a little, to accom 
| modate itself to circumstances ; sometimes passing to the 


| litthe, and would be more satisfactory to all, and tend less 

| to alienation between the two great sections than a rigid, 

| straight, artificial line, prescribed by an act of Congress.*’ 
* * * * * * * * * * 

* But T go further, and hold that justice and the Consti- 
| tution are the easiest and safest guard on which the ques- 
| tion can be settled, regarded in reference to party. It may 
| be settled on that ground simply by non-action—by leaving 
| the Territories free and open to the emigration of all the 


world, so long as they continue so; and whenthey become | 


States, to adopt whatever constitution they please, with the 
| single restriction to be republican, in order to their admis- 
| sion into the Union. Ifa party cannotsafely take this broad 
| and solid position, and successfully maintain it, what other 


|} can it take and maintain ?’’ 


and notwithstanding the lateness of the hour, if | 


Senators will indulge me for a few moments, I 
shall endeavor to state them. 
resolutions aright, they contemplate intervention 
by Congress for the protection, in the Ferritories, 
of property in slaves. For some years past we 
have stood on the doctrine of non-intervention, 
and there is no middle ground which we can take. 

The Senator from Mississippi says that he does 
not approye of a slave code. 
we to understand by a slave code? I take it it is 
legislation to protect or to regulate property in 
slaves. If you depart from the principle of non- 
intervention, and legislate to protect property in 
slaves, you necessarily make some sort of a slave 
code, and it may be either a short one or a long 
one, 

[am opposed to departing, at this time, from 
the policy of non-intervention. I was not one of 
the original advocates of that measure. On the 
contrary, twelve or fifteen years ago, in common 
with the great body of the South, I maintained 
the opinion that the Federal Government had 
complete jurisdiction over the Territories; and I 
voted for the extension 6f the Missouri compro- 
mise line to the Pacific. That necessarily implied 


two things: first, that Congress had power to. 


prohitit slavery im the Territories; second, that 
it had power to establish or protect it; because the 
original Missouri compromise line declared, in the 
exact terms of the Wilmot proviso, that north 
of the line of 36° 30’ slavery or involuntary servi- 
tude never should exist, while it was allowed to 
remain south of it. 
for the extension of that line thereby necessarily 
admitted that this Government had authority to 


| 
If l understand his || 


Well, sir, what are | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Every one of us who voted || 


| Remember, this was an earnest exhortation to 
the Democratic party, prior to the assemblage of 
| its national convention in that year, 
“Tf itcannot maintain itself by an appeal to the great 
| principles of justice, the Constitution, and self-government, 
| to what otier, sufficiently strong to uphold them in public 
| Opinion, can they appeal? I greatly mistake the character 
| of the people of this Union, if such an appeal would not 
| prove successful, if either party should have the magna- 
| nimity to step forward and boldly make it. It would,in my 
opinion, be received with shouts of approbation by the pa- 
triotic and intelligent in every quarter. There is a deep 
| feeling pervading the country that the Union and our polit 


ical institutions are in danger, which such a course would | 


dispel.”—.Appendix to Congressional Globe, first session 
Thirtieth Congress, p. 872. 
That position was taken by him and others, and 


| 
| maintained, and gradually obtained strength until, 
! bos : 


\| in 1850, it received a majority of the votes of the 


| southern members and of the Democratic party, 
| and became a part of the public law of the coun- 
| try. Lhold, sir, that this was emphatically a com- 

promise between the sections; and I propose now 


| to give several reasons, which I can do in a few | 


| minutes, why I am for maintaining it, although at 
the time it was adopted I was opposed to it. 4 
| place this view in the foreground: northern gen- 
tlemen, be it recollected, insisted on the Wilmot 
| proviso, to prohibit slavery in the Territories, and 
we of the South claimed protection. When the 
| Wilmot proviso was brought up, there were only 
| seven or eight Democrats in the House of Repre- 
|| sentatives who resisted it. Among them I recol- 
'| leet the Senator from Illinois [Mr. Dovetas] and 
| his colleague at that time, who is now a member 
| of the other House, and who was voted for at an 


| CLERNAND.] Excepting those gentlemen, I be- 
' lieve, there is no one else now in the public coun- 


** Nor should the North tear that, by leaving it where jus- 


early day of the session for Speaker, [Mr. Mc- | 
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cils from the North who opposed it. “Many men 
of the North said,** If we are to legislate to fix the 
status of the Territories, as we represent free com- 
munities, we will carry out their views; but if you 
think proper to turn over the whole question to 
the people, under the Constitution, we will join 
you in that, and vote down the Wilmot proviso.”’ 
That was subsequently seouniaan and in 
1852, When the national conventions adopted it, it 
became the settled policy of the country, and those 
in the South who had opposed it acquiesced and 
adopted it. . 

Now, Mr. President, the Senator from Missis- 
sippi argues that that policy of non-intervention 
did not mean to deny the right to protect; that it 
merely pledged Congress not to establish or to pro- 
hibit slavery, but did not deny protegtion to it. I 
might, by adverting to the discussions of thatday, 
show that a different construction was then put 
upon it by gentlemen generally; but | have some 
authority here which binds the whole party to 
which that Senator and myself belong, and which, 
I think, ought to be conclusive—I mean the last 
clause of the thirty-second section of the Kansas- 
Nebraska bill, which the Administration of that 
day, of which he was a member, made an Admin- 
istration measure, and which reecived the support 
of the Democratic members of the two Houses; 
and I ask the particular attention of the Senate to 
the language: 

“That the Constitution, and all laws of the United States 
which are not locally inapplicable, shall have the same 
force and effect within the said ‘Territory of Kansas as else 
where within the United States, except the eighth section 
of the act preparatory to the admission of Missouri into the 
Union, approved March 6, 1820, which, being inconsisteni 
with the principle of non-intervention by Congress with 
slavery in the States and Territories, as recognized by the 
legislation of 1850, commonly called the compromise meas 
ures, ishereby declared inoperative and void ; it being the 
true intent and meaning of this act not to Jegistate slavery 


| into any Territory or State or to exclude it therefrom, buat 


to leave the people thereof perfectly free to form and regu 
late their domegic institutions in their own way, subject 
only to the Constitution of the United States.” 

The Missouri line was repealed; and why? 
Because it was unconstitutional or wrong in itself? 
No, sir; but because it was ** inconsistent with 
the principle of non-intervention by Congress 
with slavery in the States and Territories.”’ 

J admit, if the act had stopped there, there might 


| have been some plausibility in the argument; but 


what is the conclusion? 

** Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be con- 
strued to revive or put in force any law or regulation which 
may have existed prior to the act of 6th March, 1820, 
cither protecting, establishing, prohibiting, or abolishing 
slavery.’’ 

That is, Congress would not only not interfere 
itself; would not only not allow its own statutes 
to stand in the way, but would not revive any old 


_ law which might have been of force by which sla- 


very was protected in that Territory. Is it not 
perfectly clear that the whole purpose of the act, 
and of the party at that day, was to free Congress 


| from all legislation over the subject of slavery in 


the ‘Territories, whether by way of protection, or 
establishment, or prohibition, and leave the ‘Ter- 
ritory free to act, as the Constitution permitted it? 


| | remember well how that clause came to be in- 


| serted in the bill. 


During the discussion, it was 
said, by gentlemen who opposed the bill, that if 
Congress simply repealed the restriction, the re- 


| sult would be that the old Louisiana law, estab- 
| lishing and protecting slavery, would be revived. 


To meet that argument this clause was introduced 
became a part of the bill, and received the wr: 
vort of every friend of the bill yho voted foritin 
yoth Houses of Congress. 

I submit, therefore, that, upon a fair construc- 
tion of that act, you can come to no other conclu- 
sion than that Congress intended to abnegate 
the exercise of any power ovér this question in 
the Territories, and to deny its purpose to legis- 
late, whether to establish or prohibit, or to re- 
strict or protect slavery in the Territories; and 
in 1856, in our platform, we expressly declared 
the doctrine, *‘non-intervention with slavery in 
State or Territory, and in the District of Colum- 
bia.’? Where did that leave it? Caggress left it, 
of course, in the States, to the States; in the Ter- 


| ritories—there being no law of Congress left, for 


that repeal removed the last act of Congress which 
bore upon them—it left it unaffeeted in any way 
by congressional legislation; and in the District 
of Columbia slavery had already been established, 
and was protected by law, so that it left it there 
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untouched. I say this declaration received the 
unanimous assent of all the States represented in 
the Cincinnati convention. I happened to bea 
member of that convention—the only convention 
of the kind which I believe I ever had the honor 
of being in; and I may have a little personal 
pride in that matter, but | am very sure Iam not 
mistaken when I say it was unanimously adopted 
by all the delegates there assembled, abies from 
the North and the South. We also, out of abund- 
ance of caution to meet the views of our oppo- 
nents, voted that every new State should be ad- 
mitted with or without slavery, as it pleased. 
Then, Mr. President, where do we stand? The 
Democracy of the North and the South agreed 
upon this principle of non-intervention. 


THE 


If there | 


ever Was a compromise made under this Govern- | 


ment, that was one. Each side surrendered some- 
thing. 
our northern friends abandoned the Wilmot pro- 
viso, and everything looking to it, and met us on 
common ground. Though | was not an original 
party to the agreement, | am bound to it by my 
acquiescence; and | hold that neither section can 
honorably depart from it without some great 
pressing necessity, which does not now exist. 

I know it is said that the Dred Scott decision 
has modified the question. I confess I do not 
think so. I fully agree to the decision in the 
sevse in which the Senator from Mississippi ex- 
plains it; but let us test it for a moment in this 
way: in that decision the court say the Missouri 
compromise line, or the Wilmot proviso, is un- 
constitutional, 


tional, would the northern men have had a right 
to come forward and say, ‘this question being 
settled in our favor, the Supreme Court having 
admitted that the Wilmot proviso is constitu- 
tional; we now want to go in for intervention 
against slavery ?’’ Iam sure every Democrat in 
the South would have said at once, though you 
have this power, you are not bound to exercise 
it.”? Well, suppose the court decide that Congress 
have the right to protect, and not to prohibit: can 
we honorably and fairly, without a great press- 
ing necessity, abandon the policy of non-inter- 
vention? I think not. 

Now, is there any such necessity? The Sen- 
ator himself admits that there is not. His col- 
league [Mr. Brown] insists that we ought to have 
a slave code or congressional legislation on the 
subject: but the Senator from Mississippi, to whom 
1 am replying, says that there is no such neces- 
sity at this time. Then why depart from the prin- 
ciple of non-intervention? Lam free to admit that 
if, in an unwise moment, a man makes a com- 
promise th&t is ruinous to him, he may, under 
great necessity, avoid it, perhaps; but I deny that 
any such necessity exists in this case; and the 
highest evidence of it is that the Senator from 
Mississippi, who sits behind me, [Mr. Brown,] 
has been striving for the last three or four months 
to get a positive act passed to protect slavery in 
Kansas, and he has never yet found a second for 
it, IL believe. If any one Senator upon this floor, 
notwithstanding the urgent and eloquent appeals 
of that gentleman, has declared his willingness to 
vote for it, I have not heard him say so, and I do 
not believe there is such a one? And yet every- 
body knows that Kansas has lately refused all 
protection to slave property. If gentlemen, there- 
fore, intend to stand up for all their rights to the 
fullest extent, why not at once come upand pass 
a law to protect slaves in Kansas? They show, 
by their conduct, That they do not believe that any 
real necessity exists in fact for departing from 
non-intervenuon. 

I say, then, Mr. President, that in my judg- 
ment no aapeeniey exists for an abandonment of 
thecompromise; but the Senator proposes to make 
a declaration that we shall do it in a future con- 
tingency. I have no doubt of the power of the 
Government, but why make that declaration? A 
declaration of the Senate binds nobody. These 
are naked resolutions; they are not laws; they 
carry no forgg to the country —e what may be 
derived from the soundness of the opinions ad- 
vanced in them. They will not control the action 
of the courts. They will not, perhaps, change 
the opinion of asingle man in this country. Why 
pass them? I think I shall show, before I take 
my seat, some very valid and strong reasons why 


we should not do so. ‘ 


Granted; but suppose they had | 
decided the other way, and said it was constitu- || 


We surrendered our claim to protection; | 
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My first objection, then, is, that the system of 
non-intervention is a compromise, and that no ne- 
cessity exists to abrogate it, as I have already 
stated. I come now to my second objection. 


| 





| 


| 


| 
} 
} 


During the discussion of 1850, the advocates of non- || 


intervention said, if you adopt it, if you leave the || of $12,000; and a secretary of legation, who shal] 


question to the Territorial Legislature, they may 
pave laws to protect slave property. I resisted it. 


made speech after speech to show that the Mex- | 
icans were hostile to us; that they were not ac- | 
customed to slavery, and would legislate against | 


it; but what has been the result? New Mexico 


has passed the most stringent slave code. There | 
is, perhaps, not a State in the Union that has, by | 


law, protected slave property more securely than 
the Territory of New Mexico, which reaches 
from Texas to the Gulf of California, and extends 
up to the thirty-eighth degree of north latitude. 


We were content with the line of 36° 30’, we were | 


willing to run the Missouri line to the Pacific, 
and abolish slavery absolutely north of 36° 30’, 


and take’a mere implication without an express | 


protection south of it. Sir, practically by non- 


intervention, we have got more than we asked | 


for; we have gota larger amount of territory than 
we should have obtained under the Missouri com- 
— line. Gentlemen may say, perhaps, that 
<ansas has legislated againstus. I grantit; but 


| we should not have got Kansas at all under the 


Missouri compromise. Kansas only comes down 
to the thirty-seventh parallel, the whole Territory 
being north of the Missouri compromise line. Be- 


| sides, while New Mexico hgs legislated in our 











as 


| a matter of fact. 


favor, and the same thing, 
Utah 
Mr. GREEN. 


believe, is true of 





I wish to correct the Senator in 
Utah has not passed any law 
protecting slavery. They have an apprentice sys- 
tem, which expires there in a very short time. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. I am obliged to the gen- 


| tleman for the suggestion; but I consider the fact | 


with reference to Utah immaterial, because it lies 
on a table land several thousand feet above the 
sea, very far north, reaching up to the forty-sec- 


| ond ene and having a very cold climate. | 


Surely, the Senator does not deny the fact that, as 
far as New Mexico is concerned, we have got 
everything we desire, and that it covers more terri- 
tory than we claimed in 1850. I was about to say, 
though, that even in Kansas slave property was 
protected by the Territorial Legislature for several 

ears, but lately they have legislated against it. 

believe that, but for the extraordinary excite- 
ment which grew up out of the repeal of the Mis- 
souri restriction, the Territory of Kansas never 
would have legislated adversely to us, but we all 
know that a great crowd were sent in there from 
the North, with extreme anti-slavery views, and 
the result of the excitement there has been legis- 
lation against us; but we are no worse off in that 
respect than if we had never repealed the restric- 
tion, and we are far better off as far asthe Terri- 


President shall, by and with the advice and con. 
sent of the Senate, appointa representative to the 
kingdom of Sardinia of the grade of envoy extraor- 
dinary and minister plenipotentiary, who shal] 
receive for his services an annual compensation 


| receive for his service an annual compensation of 
| $1,800; and that all acts and parts of acts fixing the 


rank and compensation of the representative of 
the United States and secretary of legation at 
Sardinia be repealed, so far as the same are in- 
consistent with this act. 

Mr. HOUSTON. [I would like toknow what 
construction the gentleman proposes to put upon 
the word **shall,’’ in the second section of the 
bill—whether the President is required to take 


' . . . . 
such action although it may conflict with his 


ese 


TS 





tory of New Mexico is concerned, by adopting | 


non-intervention. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, Willthe gentleman give 
way to a motion to adjourn? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. As it is late, if there is no 
objection to the question going over until to-mor- 
row, it will be more agreeable to me. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I move that the Senate 
adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpar, May 7, 1860. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 


by the Chaplain, Rev. T. H. Stockton. 
The Journal of Saturday wasread and approved 


: SARDINIA. 

Mr. BURLINGAME, With the unanimous 
consent of the House, I beg leave to report from 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs a bill to amend 
an act regulating the diplomatic and consular 
system of 


Prayer 


the United States. 

There was no objection; and the bill was re- 
ported, and read a first and second time. ’ 

Mr. HOUSTON. Let the bill be read through. 

The bill was read in extenso. It provides that 
after the 30th of June next, the kingdom of Sar- 
dinia be ranked in schedule A of the consular 
and diplomatic bill, approved August 18, 1856, 
with Russia, Austria, Brazil, and China; that the 








judgment? 

Mr. BURLINGAME. The language of the 
bill is the ordinary language of similar bills. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 1 know the word * shall” 
is often construed to mean ‘* may.”’ 

Mr. BURLINGAME. Ihave no objection to 
the amendment of the gentleman from Alabama. 

sy unanimous consent, the second section of 
the bill was amended by substituting the word 
‘*may’”’ for * shall.”’ 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and, being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, moved the 
previous question upon the passage of the bill. 

The previous questiog was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put; and under the 
operation thereof, the bill was passed. 

Mr. BURLINGAME moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill was passed; and also moved 
to lay the motion to reconsider On the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


TERRITORIAL BUSINESS. 


Mr. GROW. The special order set down for 
to-day is territorial business, I believe ? 

The SPEAKER. That is the case. 

Mr. ELIOT. I would like to inquire whether, 
under the rules, the States are not first to be called 
for reports? 

The SPEAKER. Territorial business is first 
in order. 

Mr. GROW. If the House will hear me a 
moment, I desire to make an appeal to them. I 
wish a postponement of the consideration of the 
territorial business; and I desire to state the 
reasons why I desire to postpone it until Thurs- 
day and Friday of this week; and when gentlemen 
hear the reasons, I presume there will be no ob- 
jection from either side 6f the House. There are 
some of my colleagues, and some other gentlemen 
on this “A of the House, who desire to go to the 
Chicago convention. The next business after this 
territorial business is out of the way, would be 
the tariff bill. The gentlemen to whom I refer are 
anxious to be upon the record upon that ques- 
tion, and that they cannot be if that bill is not 
taken up until after the territorial business is dis- 
posed of. I therefore ask that the consideration 
of the territorial business be set down for Thurs- 
day and Friday of this week. 

ir. HOUSTON. I donot think we are ready 
to vote upon the tariff bill, and probably will not 
be until gentlemen come back from the Chicago 
convention. I would rather, if it will satisfy the 
other side of the House, come to some understand- 
ing, that we shall transact, in the mean time, some 
other business. If you choose, however, to dis- 
cuss the tariff, very well; but do not let the vote 
be taken upon it until after the Chicago conven- 
tion. 

Mr. GROW. Will the gentleman from Ala- 
bama hear me a moment? This territorial busi- 
ness was the special order for Wednesday and 
Thursday of last week; but owing to the absence 
of a large number of members upon that side of 
the House, it was postponed until this week, and 
now—— 

Mr: HOUSTON. Iam not opposing the mo- 
tion to postpone the consideration of the territo- 
rial business; but I am opposing anything which 
will force us to a vote upon the tariff bill to-mor- 
row or next day. 

Mr. GROW. Iam not asking the House to 
take up the tariff bill. I am only giving the rea- 
sons for the postponement of the territorial bus!- 
ness until Thursday and Friday next, 
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Mr. HOUSTON. I have no atinton to that | poned till Thursday and Friday, so that it may 

art of the arrangement, but I would like to have || receive that consideration which its importance 
the tariff bill postponed with it. [Cries of ** No!’ || merits. : 
«“No!’’] Then Lam opposed to the postponement The question being on Mr. Grow’s motion, 
of a part, without the whole. We are not ready |} ~ Mr. HOUSTON called for the yeas and nays. 
for a vote upon the tariff bill now. The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BARR. I object to taking Friday for ter- Mr.GROW. I desire to know from the Chair 
ritorial business, because it is private bill day. whether if the motion to postpone be carried im 

Mr. PHELPS. I wish the attention of thie || the affirmative, the territorial business will be the 
gentleman from Ohio, and also the gentleman || special order for ‘Thursday and Friday. | 
from Pennsylvania. ; The SPEAKER. It will be the special order 

Mr. GROW. The special order of business || for those two days. 
for to-day is the’consideration of territorial busi- _Mr. GROW. I only want to say to the other 
ness, and upon that I am entitled to the floor; and, || side of the House, that I think the same courtesy 
if there is no assent to my proposition, I propose || should be extended to this side of the House that 
to go on. - we extended to the other side. 

Mr. PHELPS. I desire to suggest to the gen- || Mr. BARR. We have no objection to the 
theman from Pennsylvania, that if the territorial || postponement, except that Friday is private bill 
business is postponed, we upon this side of the 7 
House also desire a postponement of the tariff Mr. GROW. Yes; but it is a day for discus- 
bill. Meanwhile, we might expedite the business || sion. ” 
of the House by taking up some appropriation || The question was taken; and it was decided in 
bill—the Post 6: ce appropriation bill, for in- || the affirmative—yeas 133, nays 34; as follows: 
stance—upon which there isa necessity forspeedy || YEAS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Green Adams, Ad- 
action. By proceeding to the consideration of that || rain, Allen, Aliey, Thomas L. Anderson, William C. An- 
oa e other appropriation bill this week, I pre- derson, Babbitt, Barr, Barrett, Bingham, Blair, Brabson, 
or som J P P ‘ Hag || Bristow, Buffinton, Burch, Burlingame, Burnham, Butter 
sume that we will be ready next week to proceed 
to the consideration of the tariff question, and take Cobb, Clark B. Cochrane, Colfax, Cooper, Curry, Curtis, 
the vote ina reasonable time. know that some || John G. Davis, Dawes, Delano, Duell, Dunn, Edgerton, 


gentlemen have made their arrangements under || Edwards, Eliot, Ely, Etheridge, Farnsworth, Ferry, Flor- | 


: ; l he territorial 3] ld ence, Foster, Frank, French, Gooch, Grow, Gurley, Hale, 
the expectation that the territorial business would | Hamilton, J. Morrison Harris, Haskin, Hatton, Helmick, 


consume two da S,at least, of this week, and that || Hickman, Hoard, Holman, Howard, Hughes, Humphrey, 
perhaps some other ap propriation bill would con- || Hutchins, Irvine, Junkin, Francis W. Kellogg, Kenyon, 
sume another day, which would carry the vote |] EIS°Tsnnecker’ Loomis, Lovejoy, Mallory, Marston, 
upon the tariff bill over until next week. 1 cer- || Charles D: Martin, McKean, McKnight, Millward, Mont 
tainly have made my arrangements in that way. || gomery, Laban T. Moore, Sydenham Moore, Moorhead, 
There are members of the Committee of Ways || Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, Isaac N. Morris, Morse, Nel 
and Means, and members of the House, who de- || Teijs. Rice, Itiggs, laiues C- Robinson, Royee, Schwarts, 
sire to discuss the tariff question. Hitherto, the Scott, Scranton, Sedgwick, Sherman, Simms, Somes, 
discussion has been devoted to general politics, || Spinner, Stallworth, Stanton, Stevens, William Stewart, 
with a few exceptions. Iam aware that, under || Stokes, Stout, Stratton, Tappan, Thayer, Theaker, Tomp- 
the order of the House, when the tariff billis taken || ("Wasnburn, Eluihw 1. Washburve, Israel Washburn, 
up, no discussion will be in order unless it is con- || Webster, Wells, Windom, Wood, and Woodruff—133. 
fined to the tariff question. * NAYS—Messrs. Avery, Barksdale, Bonham, Boteler, 
Mr. GROW. 1 do not think it is thir to mix || Coes iesdeteen, JounT. Hants, Ml, Heemon, Jack” 
> . a 2 on . ‘ s s i ‘- 
i, any other business with my re uest to the ag a Jones, Keitt, Love, Maynard, McQueen, 
House. I make my appeal upon this ground: || Peyton, Phelps, Pryor, Quarles, Ruffin, Rust, William N. 
last week the territorial business, which was set ; el ; 
down for Wednesday .and Thursday, was post- |) Winslow, and Wright—s4. as 
poned until this week, because very many gentle- So the consideration of territorial business was 
men upon that side of the House were detained || postponed till Thursday and Friday next. 
at Charleston by unforseen contingencies. I || During the vote, 
thought it was not fair to take up that business | 
while the House was sothin. The business was || Mr. Brancu till to-morrow. 
postponed then for the accommodation of the | Mr. KEITT stated that he had been requested 
| 
t 
| 











—— 


other side of the House, and now I have beenap- || by Mr. Epmunpson to procure a pair for him, 
pealed to by gentlemen upon this side of the House || and that Mr. Wavpron had obliged him by pair- 
that I would further postpone the business until || ing with Mr. Epmunpson. 

Wednesday and Thursday of this week. They | Mr. STRATTON stated that Mr. Nixon had 
do not care to be upon the record upon territorial || paired with Mr. Wuuirecer. 

business. I make no request that you should Mr. COBB said: I have voted ‘‘no;”’ but I un- 
postpone this business, bes take ~~ the tariff bill. || derstand that the chairman of the Committee on 
1 ' 
| 





All L ask is, that you will treat this side of the || Territories extended courtesies to our side of the 
House with the same courtesy with which we || House, and | am determined that no man shall 
have treated the other side of the House. That_|| extend courtesies to me without my extending the 
is the only request I have to make. \ same courtesies to him. I therefore change my 
Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I desire to give no- || vote, and vote ‘‘ay.”’ 
tice that, when the bills for the organization of || Mr. DUELL stated that Mr. Spautpine was 
Territories shall be taken up, I shall move, as an || paired with Mr. Macray. 
amendment to each of them, the bill which I have Messrs Cox and Asumore not being in the bar 
introduced into this House providing that the || when their names were called, asked leave to vote. 
people of the Territories now organized, and of Objection was made. 
those hereafter to be organized, shall elect their Mr. BOTELER said: I voted ‘*ay;’’ but I re- 
own Officers. member that the Constitutional Union convention 
Mr. GROW. I hope gentlemen will allow me |} will be in session this week in Baltimore, a con- 
to know whether it is the decision of the House || vention which seems to be ignored for the present 
to postpone the consideration of this business || by both sides of the House. I hoped that the 
until Thursday and Friday. If itis, 1am through; |} convention would have got through o Wednes- 
if it is not, I am ready to go on. day next, and still hope that it will; but it ma 
Mr. PHELPS. For one, I say, I prefer to pro- || possibly sit on Thursday; and it would be wel 
ceed to the consideration of territorial business, || for those members of the House who desire to be 
unless the tariff matter can be arranged in the || there, to record their votes on this tariff question. 
manner I have indicated. Mr. GROW. I did not think of ignoring the 





| field, Campbell, Carter, Case, John B. Clark, Clopton, | 


H. Smith, Stevenson, Thomas, Vallandigham, Vance, | 


Mr. FENTON stated that he was paired with | 











E. 1945 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT, er 


A message from the President of the United 
States was received, by Mr. James Bucnanan, 
his Private Secretary, informing the House that 
he had approved and signed an act supplemental 
to an act entitled ** An act providing for taking 

| the seventh and subsequent censuses of the Uni- 
ted States, to fix the number of members of the 
| House of Representatives, and to provide for the 
future apporuonment of States,’’ approved May 
23, 1850. 
TRANSPORTATION OF MAILS. 


Mr. BOYCE, by unanimous consent, offered 
the following resolution; which was read, consid- 
ered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire whether any further 
legislation is necessary to secure the transportation of Uni- 
ted States mails through the States of North Carolina and 

| South Carolina, 


|] TARIFF BILL. 
| Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the rules be 


suspended, and that the House resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 
Mr. STANTON. [rise to a privileged ques- 
tion. 
Mr. COBB. And I rise to a privileged ques- 
| tion. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I believe I have the floor; 
| and I submit the motion to go into committee. 
Mr: WASHBURNE, of Illinois. [I rise toa 
question of order. Whatis the regular order of 
| business ? 
|| ‘The SPEAKER. The regular business before 
the House is the call of States for bills and reso- 
| lutions. 
|| Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Then I in- 
sist on the regular order of business. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The motion of the gentle- 
man from Ohio, [Mr. Saerman,| however, is a 
privileged question. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I desire to have a vote taken 

on the tariff bill, and get it out of the way as soon 
as possible. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I desire to 
| report the river and harbor bill this morning, that 
\| it may be printed and referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. I[ ask, 
therefore, that the States shall becalled for bills 
| and resolutions. ‘The call will not occupy more 
than twenty minutes. After it has been got 
through, we can go into committee. 

Mr. STANTON. I rise to a privileged ques- 
tion. I move to take up fhe motion to reconsider 
the vote on the amendment to the Military Acad- 


} emy bill. ° 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that it is 
not in order, pending the question submitted by 

the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. SHERMAN. } 

Mr. SHERMAN. I move that general debate 
| on the tariff bill shall close in three hours after 
the committee shall have resumed its considera- 
tion. 


| 
} 





STENOGRAPHER TO COMMITTEE. 


Mr. HICKMAN. I desire to offer a resolu- 
|| tion from the Committee on the Judiciary, which 
will not take a moment to dispose of. Certainly 
| there will be no objection to it. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be au- 
thorized toemploy a stenographer, at the usual rate of com- 
pensation, while engaged in the examination of witnesses 
in the investigation of the official conduct of Hon. John 
C. Watrous, district judge of the eastern district of Texas. 
| Mr. HOUSTON. I propose a modification to 
the resolution. Itis to insert, instead of the words 
‘‘usual rate of compensation,’’ the words * at 
the rate of compensation paid to the reporters for 
| the Globe.’’ 

Mr. HICKMAN. I have no objection to the 


modification. 








Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. Numbers of gen- || Baltimore convention, but as there will be no ||" The resolution was so modified, and was 


tlemen upon this side of the House are indebted || ‘‘ irrepressible conflict’’ involved in it, I supposed 


to the indulgence of gentlemen upon the other side || one day wéuld be enough for it. 


of the House, during their absence at Charleston. Mr BOTELER. There isno irrepressible con- 


Some members of e Committee on Territories flict there. 
were there. These bills were introduced in the 
absence of gentlemen, and need examination. The || would get through in one day. 


Mr. GROW. And therefore I supposed you 


adopted, 


TARIFF BILL——AGAIN. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I insist on my motion to 
close debate on the tariff bill. 

Mr. HOUSTDN. I do not think that the tariff 
|| bill ought to be forced to a vote to-day or to- 


ilmot proviso is inserted in all of them, and Mr. BOTELER. It will be a harmonious con- || morrow. I believe that under such circumstances 


that needs examination and review. I hope that || vention. I vote ‘‘ no.” 
the consideration of the question will be post- The vote was announced, as above recorded. 





|| there will have been no legitimate debate had upon 
i] that bill at all, 
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Mr. SHERMAN. I insist on my motion. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I propose to amend the mo- 
tion of the gentleman from Ohio. 

Mr. SHERMAN. My motion is not amend- 
able. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I 
amendable, 
tariff bill. 


The SPEAKER. 


understand that it is 
The motion is to close debate on thie 


In three hours after its con- 


sideration shall have been resumed in committee. | 


Mr. HOUSTON. I take it for granted that 
that is amendable. I move to amend by putting 
it at two o'clock on Wedne day. 

Mr. HASKIN. [rise toa privileged question. 

The SPEAKER. This is 
tion before the Hou 

Mr. HASKIN. But TI have a question to sub- 
mit which takes precedence of it, 

Mr. ELIOT. Tf ask the gentleman to let us 

ive the States called for half an hour. Unless 
the call is had to-day, we may not be able to hav: 
it ‘all at all. . ; 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. lIask the gentle- 
man from Ohio to extend the time for debate till 
to-morrow. I desire tospeak on this subjéct, but 
I do not think LI can do so to-day. 

Mr. SHERMAN. In order to accommodate 
imembers, and to make acompromise, | will move 
that all debate on the tariff bill s at the 
moment its consideration is resumed in commit- 
tee after to-day. We can have debate upon itall 
this day, and to-night, if desired. ‘ 

PUBLIC PRINTING, 

Mr. HASKIN. I rise toa privileged question, 
which takes precedence of the motion of the gen- 
tleman from Ohio. 

The SPEAKER. 
what it Is. 

Mr. HASKIN. It is this: the 
public printing was made a special order for Wed- 
nesday last. In consequence of their being no 
quorum present on that day, or on any subse- 
quent day, last week, for the transaction of busi- 
ness, the matter was not acted on. I now ask 
that that special order be continued till Wednes- 
day next, after the morning hour. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
York has it in his power to call itup at any time. 
It is, therefore, not necessary to have it post- 
poned, is 

Mr. HASKIN. I presume my proposition will 
not be objected to. 

Lhere being no objection, it was so ordered. 

TARIFF BIIg.——AGAIN. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I move that all debate on 
the tariff bill shall cease at one o’clock to-morrow. 

Mr. HOUSTON. [move toamend, by insert- 
ing **two o’clock on Wednesday.”’ I had no 


hall cease 


The gentleman will state 


a privileged ques- 


matter of the 


idea that the tariff bill would be pressed to a vote | 


before next week. Lintended to discuss it myself, 
but am not prepared todo it now, Other gentle- 
men want to do so too; and now an attempt is 
made, unexpectedly even fo the gentleman him- 
self, to close debate. 

Mr. GARTRELL called for the yeas and nays 
on Mr. Hovsron’s amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 62, nays 108; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Thomas L. Anderson, Avery, 
Barksdale, Barr, Barrett, Bonham, Boyee, Burch, John B. 
Clark, Clopton, Cobb, John Cochrane, Cox, James Craig, 
Crawiord, Curry, John G. Davis, Dawes, Florence, Foster, 
Gartrell, Hamilton, John T. Harris, Holman, Houston, 
Howard, Hughes, Jackson, Jenkins, Jones, Keitt, Lan 
drum, Larrabee, Love, Charles D. Martin, MeClernand, 
MeQueen, Miles, Millson, Montgomery, Isaac N. Morris, 
Morse, Niblack, Peyton, Phelps, Pryor, Pugh, Reagan, 
Riggs, Ruffin, Rust, Scott, Simms, Singleton, Somes, 


‘Thomas, Underwood, Vallandigham, Woodson, and Wright 


—62 

NAYS—Meessrs. Charlies F. Adams, Green Adams, Ad 
rain, Aldrich, Alley, William C. Anderson, Asbley, Bab 
bitt, Bingham, Blake, Brabson, Brayton, Bristow, Butlin- 
ton, Burlingame, Burnham, Butterfield, Campbell, Carter, 
Case, Colfax, Conkling, Covode, Curtis, H. Winter Davis, 
Delano, Vugll, Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, 
Farnsworth, Ferry, Frank, Preneh, Gooch, Grow, Gurley, 
Hale, Hardeman, J. Morrison Harris, Haskin, Hatton, 
Helmick, Hickman, Hill, Humphrey, Hutchins, Irvine, 
Junkin, Francis W. Kellogg, William Kellogg, Kenyon, 
Kilgore, Killinger, DeWitt C. Leach, James M. Leach, 
Lee, Longnecker, Loomis, Lovejoy, Mallory, Marston, 
Maynard, McKean, McKnight, Millward, Laban T. Moore, 
Moorhead, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, Nelson, Olin, Por- 
ter, Potter, Quarles, Reynolds, Christopher Robinson, 


THE CONGR 


| Gorman; 


< 


Royee, Schwartz, Sedgwick, Sherman, William N. H. | 


Smith, Spinner, William Stewart, Stokes, Stout, Stratton, 


| Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Wasn- 


' duties on imports, and for other purposes. 


| purchasers of school lands in Kansas Territory; 


Tappan, Thayer, Theaker, Tompkins, Train, Trimble, 
Vanee, Vandever, Verree, Wade, Walton, Cadwalader C. 
Washburn, Elihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Web- 
ster, Wells, Windom, Wood, and Woodruff—108. 

So the amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. AVERY stated that Mr. Moore, of Ala- 
bama, had paired on the above vote. 

The question recurred on the motion of Mr. 
SuerMan to close debate on the tariff bill at one 
o’clock to-morrow. 

Mr. HOUSTON. As far as debate is concerned 
upon the tariff bill, | would just as soon it should 
be gagged through the House in the next twenty 
minutes,as have the gentleman’s motion adopted. 
I desire to speak upon this myself, and move to 
lay the motion on the table. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. SHeERMAN’s motion was then agreed to. 

ENROLLED BILL. 

Mr. THEAKER, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported that the committee had ex- 
amined and found truly enrolled an act (H. R. 
No. 368) to provide payment for the depredations 
committed by the whites upon the Shawnee In- 
dians in Kansas Territory; when the Speaksr 
signed the same. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. | 

A message was received from the Senate, by Mr. 
Hickey, their Chief Clerk, notifying the House 
that the Senate had agreed to the report of the 
committee of conference on the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses on the amendments to the bill 
(5S. No. 192) authorizing the corporation of Wash- 
ington to make a loan and issue stock for $200,000 
for building a market-house. 

Also, thatthe President had approved and signed 
an act (S. No. 219) for the relief of Stewart 
MacGowan. 

Also, that the Senate had passed bills of the fol- 
lowing titles, in which he was directed to ask the 
concurrence of the House: 

An act (No. 95) for the relief of Elizabeth 
Montgomery, heir of Hugh Montgomery; 

An act (No. 107) to confirm the titles of certain 


An act (No. 222) for the reliefof Mary Feather- 
ston, widow of John Featherston; 

An act (No. 223) for the relief of J. J. Lints; 

An act (No. 225) for the relief of Annie D. 
Reeves; . 

An act (No. 227) for the relief of Laura C. 
Humber, widow of Charles H. Humber; 

An act (No, 232) for the relief of Frederick L. 
Colclaser; 


An act (No. 


235) for the relief of Willis A. 


An act (No. 237) for the relief of J. W. Dyer, 
A. L. Dyer, and W. W. Dyer; 

An act (No. 240) to confirm the title of Benja- 
min E. Edwards to a certain tract of land in the 
Territory of New Mexico; 

An act (No 241) for the relief of McFarland 
& Downey; 

An act (No. 244) for the relief of T. A. M. 
Craven; 

An act (No. 245) for the relief of Sweeny, 
Rittenhouse, Fant & Co.; 

An act (No. 253) for the relief of the legal rep- 
resentatives of Wetonsaw, son of James Conner; | 

An act (No. 255) for the relief of Elias Yulee, 
late receiver of public moneys at Olympia, in 
Washington Territory; 

An act (No. 268) for the relief of Mary K. | 
Guthric, wxlow of Presley N. Guthrie; 

An act (No. 271) for the relief of John P. 
Brown; and 

An act (No. 273) for the relief of the legal rep- 
resentatives of J. E. Martin. 

‘I'he question then recurred upon the motion of 
Mr. Suerman, that the House resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

- The motion was agreed to. 


THE TARIFF—AGAIN. : 
The rules were accordingly suspended, and the 
House resolved itself into the Committee of the 





burN, of Wisconsin, in the chair,) and resumed 
the consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 338) to 
provide for the payment of outstanding Treasury 
notes, to authorize a loan, to regulate and fix the 








ESSIONAL GLOBE. May 7, 


The CHAIRMAN stated that the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. Grow] was entitled to 
the floor. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
the floor. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair was under the 
impression that the gentleman from Ohio did got 
claim the floor. 

Mr. GROW. [only desired to occupy som 
fifteen or twenty minutes; but if the gentleman 
from Ohio is entitled to the floor, I will endeavor 
to seek some other opportunity. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Chairman, the revenu: 
act of March 3, 1857, which it is now proposed to 
repeal, has proved to be a crude, gll-advised, and 
ill-digested measure, It was never acted upon in 
detail in either branch of Congress, but was the 
result of acommittee of conference in the last day¢ 
of the session, and was finally passed by a com- 
bination of hostile interests and sentiments. [t 
was adopted ata time of inflated prices, when the 
Treasury was overflowing With revenue. When 
that condition of affairs ceased, it failed to furnish 
ordinary revenue, and by its incidental effects oper- 
ated injuriously to nearly every branch ofindustry. 

It went into operation on the Ist of July, 1857. 
At that time there was in the Treasury of the 
United States a balance of $17,710,114. The 
amount of the public debt then remaining unpaid 
—none of which was then due—was a little over 
$29,000,000. So that there was in the Treasury 
of the United States when the tariff act of 1857 
went into operation, nearly enough to have paid 
two thirds of the public debt. Within one year 
from that time, the public debt was increased to 
$44,910,777. 

On the Ist of July, 1859, the public debt had 
increased to $58,754,699. On the Ist of May, 
1860, as nearly as I can ascertain, the public 
debt had risen to $65,681,099. The balance in 
the Treasury on the Ist of July next, as esti- 
mated by me, will be $1.919,349. I have before 


I believe I am entitled to 


| me an estimate showing the probable condition of 


the Treasury on the Ist of July next, as nearly as 
can be ascertained. It is as follows: 
The Secretary of the Treasury estimates that the balance in 


the Treasury, July 1, 1860, will be .......914,381,808 40 
Subject, however, to the following deduc- 

tions: 
Loss on the estimated revenue from publie 

SARs cc nase atesensocrs «++ 8470244 62 


| Loss on the estimated revenue 


from miscellaneous sources.. 876.275 78 
—_—_—_——_. 1,346,520 40 





$13,035,288 00 


| And to the following arising from appropri- 


ations in acts passed at the present ses- 
sion of Congress for the service of the 
year 1860, and other appropriations in 
bills now before Congress, and which will 
become laws before its close, &c.: 
Fulfilling treaty stipulations with Ponca 
ee ee eee $539,350 00 


Tosupply deficiencies in rev- 


$52,000,000. 


enues in the Post Office De- 

partment for the years 1859 
sand 1860...........000++.-6,696,000 26 

Tosupply deficiencies in rev- 

¢ enues in the Post Office De- 

partment for the year 1860, 
PUTTER . 0000s seccesccccces DylD6,004 OO 
Deficiency bill for 1860...... 504,254 76 
———_ 10,865,938 02 


$2,169,349 98 
Deduct other bills containing appropria- 
tions, amounts payable within the fiscal 


year 1860, (estimated)....... suse anges 250,000 00 
Thus leaving a balance in the Treasury, Ist 
Saly, IGG, Afv.ceiccscerewes swevvccnces - $1,919,349 98 








Thus it is shown that under the operation of 
the tariff of 1857, the deficit in the revenue Is over 
It may be stated thus: 


Balance in the Treasury, July 1, 1857..........$17,710,L14 
Balance in the Treasury, July 1,1860, estimated, 1,919,049 





15,790,665 
Amount of public debt, May 1, 1860, $65,681,199 
Amount of public debt, July 1, 1857, 29,060,386 a sae $33 





$52,411,578 








It is impossible to ascertain from the report of 
the Secretary of the Treasury the condition otf 
our finances for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1860. Ihave prepared a statement of receipts and 
expenditures, based upon the actual sums received 
and paid for three quarters of the year, and the 
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Secretary ’s estimate for the last quarter. It is as 
follows: 
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The total expenditures will be $67,702,818, and 
the receipts from all sources will be $58,950,445, 
thus showing a deficit for this fiscal year of 
$8,852,373. It thus appears that during the pres- 
ent fiscal year, a year of great commercial pros- 
perity, the ordinary receipts have been insufficient 
to pay the expenses of the Government by over 
$8,000,000, and that too ata time when the ex- 
penses of the Government have been largely re- 
duced below what they were but one year ago. It 
is very easy to see, if this system of finance is 
persisted in, that the debt of this Government in 
a few years will approach the debt of one of the 
European Governments. 
any Government can be properly carried on under 
this system of finance. Therefore the argument 


is perfectly clear that, unless a different state of 


terest on the public debt, and the expenses of col- 
lecting the revenue, and other permanent appro- 
priations, amounting to $8,173,582, the total 
amount estimated for is $54,452,475. - But, sir, 
to this is to be added a vast number of appropri- 
ations asked for by tle several Departinents, 
but which the Secretary of the Treasury totally 
ignores. He declares that he wishes but for 
$54,452,475; yet other Departments of the Gov- 
ernment estimate for other appropriations to the 
amount of $9,606,250. I warn my political friends, 
if they vote these appropriations, they will be 
placed precisely in the same position as in the 
Thirty-Fourth Congress. They will be told that 
these appropriations were the extravagance of a 
Republican House, and were made in the face 
of the report of the Secretary of the ‘Treasury, 
although they were asked for by the appropriate 
Departments of the Government. For the purpose 
of showing the character of these estimates, | 
have prepared a statement of most of them, as 
follows: . 
Estimates of the Secretary of the Treasury for the service 
Of Cie FORE TOG) asc cv cvscciccecceccsevcs QSOs 


Interest on the public debt....$3,396,621 34 
For expenses collecting reve 


nue from imports.........0 2,000,000 00 
Other permanent appropria 
CONG 6 oo. cdcde cariccsceccveces 2,706,961 14 


————_——— 8,173,582 48 


| The following estimates not embraced in 


those of the Seeretary of the Treasury, and 
amounts embraced in bills now before 
both Houses of Congress : 

Estimates tor public works in the course of 


COMSUTUCHION .....0.c0002scccee $2,282,400 00 

| Completion Washington aque- 
GUC cccccccccccccvescccecs 500,000 00 
Public buildings and grounds, 44,418 47 


Estimate Third Auditor of the 
Treasury,payment of Oregon 
and Washington war debt.. 2,714,808 55 


|; Enlargement of the public 
frounds......+e0 Sheeens «+» 168,250 00 
Texas regiment, Senate amend 
ment to Military Academy 
Dei ac erokedcet cece eas 779,392 03 
Light-house bill, reported by 
Committee on Commerce... 653,000 00 
Restoring mail service, in Post 
RMNCO WEN, FOUM Sieve viveseces 500,000 00 
Restoring mail service, in Post 
ORGe DU, TOS) ic cowses dices 1,539,221 00 
Mail routes established in 1858 
ANd Kansys.... cece cccceses 425,160 00 


it is impossible that | 


facts exists in the future, the present tariff bill | 


will be wholly insufficient to pay the ordinary ex- 
penses of the Government. 

This deficit is not merely temporary, but it is 
permanent. 
importations into this country will amount to over 
$412,000,000, or from $40,000,000 or $50,000,000 
more than in 1857—higher than they have ever 
been before. Although the importations have 
gone up thus to $412,000,000, yet they have not, 
under the present tariff, produced sufficient rev- 
enue to pay the ordinary expenses of the Gov- 
ernment. We must, therefore, Mr. Chairman, 
consider one of three propositions. We must 
either diminish the expenditures of the Govern- 
ment, increase the public debt, ar increase the 
revenue. I take it that no one in our day, or in 
our generation, will desire to increase the national 
debt. The idea that a national debt is a national 
blessing is an absurd one, which should never 
have bee tolerated; and I believe that no respect- 
able political party proposes that the Government 
should go on as it has for three years past on the 
public credit. Ido not suppose that any other 
Administration than the present one would tol- 
erate the practice for three years. 

_ Now, can we diminish the expenditures? That 
is the first question to which I desire to direct the 
attention of the committee. I have before me a 
table, which has been carefully prepared from the 
reports of the Secretary of the Treasury, show- 
ing that the estimates of the Secretary of the 
Treasury for the next fiscal year for ordinary 
purposes reached $46,278,893. Including the in- 





Estimate of the amount required to satisfy 
bills before Congress : 
Interest on Pacifie railroad. ..$3,000,000 00 











Private bills, &c., &c........ 1,000,000 00 
4,000,000 00 

French spoliations.......... . 5,000,000 00 

Amistad claim......... eevee 50,000 00 
——- 5,050,000 00 
$73,108,726 09 


Among them are estimates for continuing pub- 
lic buildings in the course of construction. ‘This 
is mostly for the Charleston and New Orleans 
custom-houses, and for the Treasury extension. 


| These appropriations are asked for; and gentle- 


During the present fiscal year, the || 


men heres who will vote against this or any other 
tariff bill, yet urge the pressing mieteee of them. 
3ut the Secretary of the Treasury, whos 10ula take 


| a view of the whole field of expenditures, totally 


ignores them in his estimates. 
aqueduct, the Oregon and Washington war debt, 


| the enlargement of the public grounds, and the 


Texas mounted regiment, have been, or will all be, 


| pressed upon us, and yet neither is included in the 
| estimates. They will be voted for by the friends 
|| of the Administration, and yet all know there are 


no means provided for their paymert. Gentle- 


| men will create the necessity for new revenue, then 


generally vote against increasing it, and go before 
the people clamoring about new taxes and tariffs. 
They expect the Opposition to vote them supplies 
for all sorts of demands, to furnish them revenue 
against their votes, or they will pay the salaries 
of their officials by increasing the public debt. 
As an example, take the proposed regiment 
of volunteers for Texas, which measure is now 
pressed by the Representatives of Texas. Based 
upon no official document, so far as I can learn, 
we are asked to appropriate for that purpose 
$779,000. The proposition was voted for by every 
member of the other side, and perhaps by some 
members on this side of the House. If this be 


_ granted,then here isan addition to the expenditures 


of the Government of nearly $1,000,000; and we on 
this side of the House, who are desirous of rais- 
ing the revenue sufficient to meet the expenses of 


9,606,250 05 | 
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the Government, will be charged with having ape 
propriated this large 


>-— 


sum, not estimated for, al- 
though ne arly allofus will vote againstit; and thos 

who vote for it will, in the main, oppose all mens- 
ures to raise revenue to meet it. In nv judy ment, 
the best mode to meet these new financial tactics is 
to refuse all appropriations for all new objects of 
expenditure untilsome properrevenne is prov nled, 

Mr. Chairman, there is also a light-hous ll, 
which has been, or will be, reported, and which 
asks for an appropriation of $653,000. ‘There is 
a bill for the restoration of the mail service, which 
everybody seems to be in faver of, and which 
will require over $2,000,000. Let me eall your 
attention to the cost of that measure. Although 
our constituents in all parts of the eountry have 
called upon us to increase or restore the mail ser 
vice, yet [believe that the Postmaster General 
did right in reducing it. [tis the only reform in- 
stituted by this Administration. Gentlemen upon 
this as well as upon the other side should remem- 
ber that their mandatory restoration will increase 
the expenses of the Post Office Department over 
62.000.000. 

In addition to these items, there is a bill pand 
ing in this House which 1 hope will pass, and 
that is the bill for the construction of a Pacific 
railroad, which will require $3,000,000 a year to 
pay the interest upon the $60,000,000 appropri 
ated. In my judgment, it will cost much more. 
Lam willing to appropriate any amount necessary 
to aid in building a Pacifie railroad; but in our 
present financial condition, it is proper and neces- 
sary that we should look to the cost. The Dem- 
ocratic party, in both its branches, at Charleston, 
recently declared that that party was in favor of 
the construction of a Pacific railroad. As we on 
this side always favored it, we certainly should, 
in framing a revenue law, look to this new charge 

nae x / 
upon the public Treasury. Then there are pri- 
vate bills pressed upon us constantly. Upon this 
hasty review of the demands upon the Treasury, 
we cannot safely estimate that the expenditures for 
the next fiscal year will be less than $65,000,000, 
exclusive of the principal of the public debt. Can 
this estimate be reduced without injury to the pub- 
lie service? 

I desire now to say that the Committee of Ways 
and Means, who have had charge of appropriation 
bills, have endeavored, faithfully and honestly, 
without regard to party divisions—and all parties 
in this House are represented in that committee 
—to cut down the appropriations to the lowest 
practicable point; and thus to reduce the expenses 
of the Government. Ihave before me a table, 
showing that, upon the estimates submitted to us 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, dor the ordi 


| nary expenses of the Government, we have been 
| able to reduce the amount about $1,230,000. It is 
| as follows: 
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Estimates Secretary of the Treasury.......§$46,278,893 56 
teductions made by Committee of Ways 
WN FROG So 0s bn 0scecc ves cecsanpsonsee 





1,230,017 83 








Amount in bills as reported by committee... 45,048,875 73 
Add permanent appropriations excluding in 


terest on the public debt, arnounting to.. 4,786,961 00 





49. 835,836 73 
3,586,621 00 
$53,222,457 73 


Add interest on public debt...........6.665 





If the House will take the bills as reported by 


the Committee of Ways and Means, instead of |! 


the estimates of the Seeretary of the Treasury, 
the Government will save about $1,500,000. 

But I have no doubt that the very items which, 
upon the fairest examination, we have found to 
be too large or unnecessary for the public ser- 
vice, and have, therefore, reduced, will be put 
upon the bills, either by this House or in the 
Senate; and, nodoubt, the bills will be overloaded 
with Senate amendments of four or five million 
more, as has been the case during ¢ very Congress 
since IT have been a member of this House. If, 
however, the estimates of the Committee of Ways 
iad Means and their reductions are sanctioned, 
the ordinary appropriations for the Government 
will be reduced to $45,048,875, aside from the 
public debt and the permanent appropriations. 
And, in my judgment, if we would devote our 


\| be abolished. If the whole postal service was let | 
out, as it should be, to private enterprise—to ex- | 


time to a fau investigation of the ordinary opera- | 


tions of the Government, we might reduce our 


aggregate expenses to $50,000,000 annually; but | 


so long as sectional controversy 1s the chief em- 
ployment of our time, so long as no debate is al- 
lowed here except that which involves the safety 


of slavery, we will not accomplish a radical reduc- || 


tion of the expenses of the Government. 


No permanent or substantial reductions can be | 


made without an earnest codperation between the 
executive and legislative branches of the Govern- 
ment, Wecan limit appropriations, but we can- 
not, except by the process of impeachment, pre- 
vent the misapplication of the public money. We 


may appropriate for officers and clerks, but if the | 


President ora head of Department will detail them 
to edit a party newspaper, or pension them for 
party services by appointing them to offices whose 
duties they never perform, we cannot prevent it, 
if the head of each Department shall, without 
fear or favor, administer his Department, apply- 
ing to services rendered there precisely the same 
rule, as to fitness, industry and compensation, as 
would be applied by any prudent private citizen 
in his own affairs, all th®abuses we now hear so 
much of would soon cease. 

There are several branches of expenditure 
which, in my judgment, Congress could by wise 
legislation reduce without injury to the public 
service; and as I do not desire to debate the several 
appropriation bills, I propose to state here three 
or four branches of expenditure where material 
reductions might be made. The first is the ex- 
penditures in the naval service. I was unfortu- 
nately in the minority of the committee upon the 
appropriations in the Navy bill. I have nodoubt 
that the amount recommended to be appropriated 
for the construction and repair of vessels could 


be decreased fully $1,000,000, with a benefit to | 


the public service. 
ported $3,500,000 for the construction, repair, and 
equipment of vessels, in accordance with the esti- 
mates sent in by the Secretary of the Navy. I 
am opposed to that appropriation; and when the 
time comes for the consideration of that bill, I 
shall move an amefdment to it in that respect. 
Last session Congress adopted some substan- 
tial reforms, but those reforms have not been 
regarded in the present Navy bill. 

here are other reforms which ought to be 
made, and which can only be effected by careful 
legistation. One of those is in the Post Office ser- 
vice. ‘The deficiency in that Department is now 
$6,000,000 annually. 
partment, curtailed 


In the bill, we have re- | 


The expenses of that De- | 
as its service now is, are | 


$6,000,000 more than its revenue; and if you re- | 
store the postal service as it has heretofore been, | 


and as is now asked for, you will have a defi- | 


ciency of $8,500,000, and that sumdhas to be paid 
out of the public Treasury. I have no earthly 


doubt chat the expenses of the postal Department | 


could iL out of its ordinary receipts. In the 


State of Ohio, according to the tabular statement 
sent to us by the Department, the postal service 


costs just about as much as the receipts; and yet 
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| there are contractors in that State—men of the 
| highest respectability and responsibility—whoare 
ready to engage to perform all the postal service 
in Ohio for one half of the receipts. Why, sir, 
there is $3,243,974 paid to railroad companies for 
transporting the mails; and yet these very mails 
are usually carried in the same cars in which ex- 
press companies carry private property for one 
third the expense. If this mail matter was now 
carried by express companies, route agents could 


press companies—l have ‘no doubt that the post 
office business would be better managed, its duties 
| better performed, and a large amount of money 
saved to the Government. I hope the Post Office 


Committee and members of. the House will re- |! 


member these facts when we come to act upon 
matters connected with that branch of the public 
service. 


Asa general rule, 1 take it, we have in the post | 
offices an inferior class of men—gencrally parti- | 


| san editors, who have to be rewarded for their 


services, or by men who distinguished themselves | 


by devotion to their party in their several locali- 
ties. They are not such men ag any private com- 
pany of individuals would employ to perform the 
same duties. 

As I said before, you i railroad compa- 
nies to carry your mails, and they charge two or 
three times as much as they charge private indi- 
| viduals. You also upon many routes require 
_ coaches to be run for the beneht of passengers, 
| while there is no connection between that busi- 
ness and the carrying of mail matter for distri- 
bution among the people of the United States; 
$3,134,094 is paid for coach service alone. I 
have no doubt if the United States was divided 
into postal districts, bounded, as far as practica- 
ble, . State lines, and the business of carrying 
all the post office matter overall the postal routes 
established by law, and the delivery of it at the 
different post offices, were let out under a wise 
| and judicious management of the Department, the 
| expenditures would be decreased at least to the 
| amount of the deficit. 

But a reduction of expenses in this Department, 
| in that way, would require great care, investiga- 
tion, and labor; and no Administration will un- 
dertake it unless compelled by law, because, if it 
does it, it will have to turn out an army of office- 
holders—some sixteen or seventeen thousand— 
who are now feeding at the public crib. It is dif- 
ficult to estimate the saving to the Government, 
and the healthy influence of disbanding these hun- 
gry partisans and substituting in their stead such 
agents as would be selected for their fitness alone. 
If this system was adopted, citizens who are com- 
pelled to resort to the mail, to transfer money or 
other valuables, would have individual responsi- 
bility for the loss of mail matter; while the Gov- 


her citizens ina very loose manner, at an expense 
| of six or eight million dollars annually, and with- 
out any responsibility. When a person loses 
ae through the mail it is gone; because the 


| United States performs the duty of a common car- | 


rier without any of the responsibility which at- 
taches to that position all the world over. 

But there is another matter in which there 
should bea reform. Weare a a mil- 
lion dollars every gear to pay t 
cial expenses of the Government other than the 
salaries of judicial officers, and all sorts of abuses 
have grown up in the disbursement of that fund. 
I need not speak specially of the matters conpected 
with the offices of your district attorneys and your 
marshals; for all gentlemen must be conversant 
| with the abuses connected with those places. 
Men are selected, summoned, and kept as jurors 
and witnesses because of their political opinions, 
and as a reward for political service, and all sorts 
of constructive fees and charges are made and 
allowed. 

But | am taking up more time with these de- 
| tails than I sihiameted: If we could only manage 
these matters as intelligent business men manage 
their own, there would be an end to all these 
abuses. This we cannot do, because psec look 
to the public money as the reward of party suc- 
cess. If the Republican party be charged with 
the administration of the Government next year, 


| may follow the example of the Democratic party, 


| in parceling out money and patronage among its 





+ —> 
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ernment of the United States carry the letters of 


e ordinary judi- | 


as I trust it will be, it may oppose all reform; it 








| partisans without regard to the public service; 

Pat if so, it will surely lose the confidence of its 
| supporters. The Republican party could not 
stand for a moment if it was convicted as this Ad- 
ministration has been, with the corrupt practices 
and abuses disclosed by committees of this House, 
The difference between the Democratic and Re- 
publican parties is, that the disclosure of corrupt 
abuses by Democratic officials does not seem to 
excite censure or induce removals, while the Re- 
publican party has shown a readiness to punish 
such of its agents as have violated their trust, 
Many of these abuses have grown out of the 
necessity imposed upon the sectional interest con- 
trolling the Democratic party, to preserve more 
‘| strength in the northern States; and, therefore, 
| offices are given, spoils divided out, newspapers 
; pensioned and edited in northern States. But 
as the Democratic party in the northern States has 
finally reached a point beyond which they dare 
not or will not go, as they seem at last to make 
|| their stand upon popular sovereignty, I tell them 
| that if they maintain that position in good faith, 
and yield no further to the demands of sectional- 
ism, the slavery question in the Territories will 
soon be settled, and we will have time to remove 
the just reproach cast upon our popular institu- 
tions by the abuses sanctioned by this Adminis- 
tration. (See note A.) 

I have shown, Mr. Chairman, that we will have 
| to yaise sixty-five to seventy millions for the next 
fiscal year. Where is it to come from? What 
sources of revenue have we? First, we have the 
public lands. I have here a table which pre- 
| sents some singular facts in regard to these lands. 
In the year 1859, the Government disposed of 
13,540,262 acres of public lands, from which it 
received $1,628,187, or about a shilling an acre. 
What became of these lands? Why over 5,000,000 
acres went to railroad companies, f@o form their 
capital stock; and that, not by the action of one 
party, but by all parties. I am glad that I never 
voted for such grants. By the natural operation 
of business, all these lands go into the hands of 
non-residents; of foreigners, who furnish railroad 
iron on the security of these lands. We granted, 
as swamp lands, 1,530,966 acres, and in bounty 
land warrants, 2,941,700 acres. The receipts paid 
into the Land Office were but $1,628,187, while the 
expenses of the land offices, of clerks, registers 
and receivers, land surveys, &c., amounted to 
$1,310,758; so that the net proceeds of the rev- 
enue from public lands was but $300,000. 

I trust, therefore, that the idea of looking to tho 
public lands as a source of revenue will be at once 
abandoned. Let us, by a wise system of preémp- 
tion laws, or by a homestead bill, or some system 
of that kind,.invite every man who desires to lo- 
cate on western lands to go there and make for 
himselfahome. That is the only honest, the only 
noble, the only manly system of disposing of the 
public lands. There is no reason in the world 
why western settlers should pay the Government 
for the lands they occupy. Their labor gave to 
these lands their value. They were of no value 
to the Government or anybody else while they 
lay there uncultivated. It is the labor of the hardy 
men of the western States that gives to these lands 
|| all their value; and yet they have paid millions 
on millions for the public lands; so that the his- 
tory of each new State, for the first ten years of 
its existence, has been a struggle with poverty and 
debt; and all the new States are now laden down 
with debts contracted in paying for the public 
lands, either to the Government or speculators. 
Labor alone gave them any value. It is idle, 
therefore, to look to the public lands as a source 
of revenue. 

To show you how so distinguished a gentle- 
man as the Secretary of the Treasury may make 
mistakes in these matters, I have here a table 
which presents this curious state of facts. Mr. 
Secretary Cobb estimated the receipts from public 
lands in 1858 at ¢6,000,000. It gurned out to be 
nee: and the great bulk of that was paid 

or expenses. In 1859 he estimated the receipts 
from public Jands at $5,000,000. It turned out to 
be $1,756,687. In 1860 he estimated them first at 

000,000, and afterwards at $2,500,000. They 

ave and will realize less than two million. He 
estimates the receipts from the sales of public lands 
in 1861 at $4,000,000. In ad will 
| not reach $500,000, because I hope this Con- 
gress will pass a preémption and homestead law, 
|| and that will settle the question of the public lands. 
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Mr. HOUSTON. Will the gentleman allow me 
tosay a word here? [want to call the gentleman’s 
attention to one point, so that he — do justice 
to the Secretary of the Treasury. The estimates 
to which the gentleman has referred were made 
before there was any serious agitation of the home- 
stead question. But since that subject has been 
agitated in Congress seriously, the receipts from 
public lands have fallen off as the gentleman states, 
and that is but a natural result. Asa matter of 
course, the Seeretary could not have looked fora 
result of that sort before this subject was brought 
before the Congress. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The gentleman is unfortu- 
nate in his explanation. The first homestead bill 
passed this House in 1852, and the fist estimate 
that I referred to was for 1858. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Itis true that the first home- 
stead bill was passed about 1852; but then the 
subject was abandoned. Very shortly after that 
the graduation law was passed, and there was no 
serious agitation on the subject of the homestead 
bill from that time till about 1856. 

Mr. SHERMAN. [trust the gentleman will 
allow me to proceed. The presence of my friend 
on the left [Mr. Grow] is ab evidence that 
the homestead bill never slept after 1852. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Well, it never waked. The 
gentleman may have endeavored to stir it up, but 
it kept quiet. 

Mr. GROW. A homestead bill was introduged 
by me in every Congress since 1852. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Yes; it was introduced so 
as to make a little capital at home; but nobody 
looked on the subject as likely to be seriously 
pressed on Congress. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Well, whether a homestead 
bill pass or not,it is evident that the public lands 
never will be, never should be, and never ought 
to have been, a source of public revenue; because 
the expenses have nearly equaled the proceeds. 
There is no other practical source of revenue for 
the Government except duties on imports. 


The miscellaneous items found in the estimates | 


are merely receipts from consuls, fines, forfeit- 
ures, and matters of that kind, which amount to 


about $1,000,000. The only practical source of | 
revenue for the national Government is duties on | 


imports, and this is an ample and exclusive one. 
No country in the world has a better one. 
import $400,000,000 worth of foreign products 


annually. A duty of ten per cent. on that would | 


amount to $40,000,000. It was the boast of an 


English Chancellor of the Exchequer, that an in- || 


come tax of a shilling in the pound would produce 
£10,000,000. A duty of ten per cent. on our im- 
ports would, at the present rate of importation, 
produce $40,000,000; and the importation is con- 
stantly increasing. It is a magnificent source of 
revenue. All our internal governments—State, 


municipal, town, and village—are supported by | 


direct taxation. ‘The national Government, which 
protects us all alike, should look alone to duties on 
imports for revenue. If required, we might raise 
from this source $100,000,000 or $150,000,000. If 
a tax of twenty-five ied cent. were imposed on 
importations, it would produce $100,000,000. I 
trust such a tax will not be imposed, because it is 
unnecessary to raisesuch asum. But I speak of 
it as the only source of income we should draw 
upon, and there never has been, since the found- 
ation of this Government, a time when any other 
was looked to. Gentlemen talk about free trade. 
Sir, no project for free trade has ever been submit- 
ted tous with a hope of passage. If carried through 
Congress, it would lose every member who voted 
for it his seat in this House. Why, sir, the peo- 


ple of this country would not allow the raising of | 


$10,000,000 by direct taxation. If you were to 
put upon the State of Ohio a direct tax to the 
amount of $1,000,000 the people of that State might 
become almost as bad as the people of some of the 
southern States now are—they would almost be 
in favor of secession. It is necessary for us to 
raise some $65,000,000 within the next fiscal year. 


We | 


| 








Willthe present tariff furnish that amount of rev- | 


enue? Every man answers “no.’’ The Secretary 
of the Treasury estimates it will yield $60,000,000 
for the next fiscal year. Why, sir, to produce a 
revenue of $60,000,000 a year, under the tariff of 
1857, it will require an importation of $448,641 ,000. 
If the prophecy of the Secretary of the Treasury 
should turn out to be true, it would produce dis- 
aster. It would bring about a commercial revul- 
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sion. Toestablish orcontinue a tariff which would | 


| 
| 
| 
| 





| tion to all the cost of freight and transportation, 
for importations to the amount of $15 per head, or || 


| enough to bring the country to the verge of bank- 


| prophecy of the Secretary of the Treasury should 


induce an importation of $500,000,000, would be | 
to destroy the manufactures of the country. It 
would limit our industrial and producing power 
to agriculture alone, when every one knows that 
a diversity of pursuits is essential to the prosperity 
of every people. 

To import the amount of $448,000,000 annually, 
with a population of thirty million inhabitants, 
would give an importation of about $15 per head, 
or $75 per family, throughout the United States. 
Now, the highest rate of imports we have ever 
had prior to the tariff of 1857 was in 1836, when 
it reached the amount of $10 93 per head, and in 
1857, when the importations reached $11 82 per 
head; and it is a remarkable fact that the impor- 
tations of these two years preceded the greatest 
commercial revulsions of our time. It took ten | 
years of economy and industry to recover from 
the troubles of 1836. And now, Mr. Chairman, 
if, by the financial policy of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, an importation of $15 ger hens is pro- 
duced, what will be the effect of it? All experience 
teaches that no people can afford to pay, in addi- | 


$75 per family. 

Four hundred and fifty millions!) When gen- 
tlemen add to this amount freight, insurance, the 
loss by false invoices, by forgery and perjury— 
and I tell them that under our present ad ralorem | 
system there is a great deal of both—when, in ad- 
dition, you take into computation the debt due in 
this country to Europe by States, cities, coun- 
ties, and railroad companies, amounting to some 
$500,000,000, upon which they are paying an in- 
terest of about seven per cent., you will have an 
amount of specie, or its equivalent, going out of 
the country of something like $550,000,000— 





ruptey. Therefore it is that I say that, if the 


turn out to be true, it would prove a national mis- 
fortune, second only to his practice of living upon 
the public credit. ir you will produce a sufficient 
amount of revenue to carry on the machinery of 
Government upon a safe basis of importations, it 
is necessary to revise the tariff of 1857. 

Mr. MILLSON. With the consent of the gen- 
tleman from Ohio, I desire to ask him to what he 
attributes the commercial disaster and revulsion 
in England and Europe in 1857? 

Mr. SHERMAN. My impression is that, to 


a very considerable extent, they were caused by || 


the wars then being carriedon. There were, how- | 
ever, many causes which I do not propose now to 
go into a ecussion of. Our own commercial re- 
vulsion occurred first, when our people were in the 
midst of profound peace; when they were all in- 
dustrious and active. 

Mr. Chairman, if I have succeeded in what I 
have desired, I have shown that the tariff of 1857 
will not produce a sufficient revenue to meet the 
wants of the Government. Will the tariff meas- | 
ure now presented to us—that reported by the | 
gentleman from Vermont—prove sufficient for that 
purpose? In my judgment it will. I donot bind 
myself to all the details of that bill. Some of 
its details I shall vote against, if I have the oppor- 
tunity; but, in my belief, if the tariff presented 
by the gentleman from Vermont shall become a 
law, it will prove the best-considered tariff that 
has ever been presented to the Congress of the 
United States. It has been the result of two or 
three years’ deliberation by two committees; and 
the bill 
upon the experience of the country for the last 
fifty or sixty years. It changes substantially the 
tariff of 1857, by the substitution of specific for 
ad valorem duties; and that change is in accord- 
ance with the views and wishes of at least one 
half the Democratic party, including the Presi- 
dent, though not in abanvlannes with those of the 
Secretary of the Treasury. By this change frauds 
upon the revenue of the Government will, in a 
great measure, be guarded against. Why, Mr. 
Chairman, when in Europe last summer, I heard 
alleged frauds upon our revenue frequently spoken 
of, and generally admitted. In some cases the 
grossest frauds were practiced upon our Govern- 
ment by importations by foreign firms to the same 
firms under other names in this country. The 








show a large excess over our own returns. Nearly | 


which has been finally agreed on is based || 
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every French and English house has agents here 
to whom they send consignments of goods, pur- 
porting to have been sold at specified rates, upon 
which ad valorem dutics were paid; but as soon as 
they go into the ordinary commerce of the coun- 
try, the prices are very much enhanced; so that, 
with specific duties equal to the average ad valo- 
rem rates, the revenues of the Government would 
be increased, I have no doubt, ten per cent. simply 
by the suppression of frauds. 

Mr. HOUSTON. If the gentleman will allow 
me, I desire to ask him what amount of revenue 
he expects will be derived from the bill now un- 
der consideration, if it should become a law ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. As nearly as I can ascer- 
tain, [ think it will be likely to produce about 
$65,000,000. I cannot, of course, tell precisely ; 
and, since the Secretary of the Treasury did not 
come within $15,000,000 or $20,000,000, the gen- 
tleman will excuse me if I am not able to guess 
exactly. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman from Ohio 
will find that the Secretary of the Treasury has 
come within less than $100,000 for the first three 
quarters of the present year. 

Mr. SHERMAN. In 1858 the Seerctary of 
the Treasury estimated that the receipts from cus 
toms would be $60,000,000, when we realized but 
$38,671,242. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman did not un- 
derstand me. The estimate of the Secretary of 
the Treasury for the last three quarters was within 
$100,000 of the receipts. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I will do the Sceretary of 
the Treasury justice. In 1859 he estimated the 
receipts would he $69,500,000, when they were in 
reality but $48,869,879, showing a discrepancy of 
only $20,000,000. 

Mr. HOUSTON. That was before the revul- 


sion of 1857. 


Mr. SHERMAN. No, sir; it was for 1859. 
For 1860, I confess that the Secretary of the 'Treas- 
ury has approached near the mark. For the cur- 
rent fiscal year he estimated the revenue would be 


| $56,000,000. We can now tell what it will be, and 


| 1 judge that it will reach $54,000,000. 


I cannot 


say how much it will be wins vg because the last 
n 


quarter’s return cannot yet be known. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I would like the gentleman 
to state—for that is the point I have made—what 
the Secretary of the Treasury estimated would 
be the receipts for the last three quarters of the 
last fiseal year? The gentleman can answer, for 
he has the estimate receigts before him. Let him 
do the Secretary of the Fyeusars justice. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I have shown that the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury has made one sure guess 
outof three, which is pretty fair. I do not do this 
to call into question the accuracy or the ability of 
Secretary Cobb, but only to show that a man, not 


| so specially conversant with the matter as he is, 


may not come within $1,000,000in his estimate 


| of the revenue of the Government, when the Sec- 


retary himself has only once in three times made 
anything like a correct guess. 
Mr. HOUSTON. [interrupt the gentleman be- 


| cause, as he has made an issue, I want him to 


meet it. When one quarter’s receipts had come 
in, the Secretary of the Treasury estimated for 
the remaining three quarters, and in that estimate 
he came within $100,000 of the actual receipts. 
He has sent in for the present fiscal year an esti- 


/ mate of $56,000,000; and I undertake to give it 


| made at the last session, when one 
| ceipts came in, and three quarters had to be esti- 


as my opinion that that estimate will not be found 
to be much out of the way. 

Mr.SHERMAN. The Secretary of the Treas- 
ury does not give an estimate by quarters. 

Mr. HOUSTON. If the gentleman will send 
me his book, I will show it. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Certainly. At the beginning 
of this session he gave the receipts for the first 
quarter, ending September 30, 1859. I have the 
actual receipts for three quarterg, and the esti- 
mated receipts for the last quarter. If you take 
the actual receipts and the estimated receipts for 
this year, the revenue will amount to $55,979,000. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I want the gentleman to give 
me the estimates.of the Secretary of the Treasury 
uarter’s re- 


mated for. Hecame, then, in his estimate, with- 


| in $100,000 of the actual receipts. 
French returns of importations into this country | 


Mr. SHERMAN. The Secretary of the Treas- 
ury for this year has estimated the receipts at 
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$56,000,000, and I believe that he has made a good 
guess. From the nature of things, neither Mr. 
ooeretary ( robb or any othe r Seere lary can, unde r 


asystem ofad valorem dutics, come within millions 
of the actual receipts. An English Chancellor 
of the Exchequer would consider himself disgraced 
if he did not come within £500,000 of the reve- 
nue, because there the duties are pecific, except 
IT belies ibout £188,000, which is the extent 
of the ad valorem duties. It is the very nature 
of the ad valorem duties that the y are uncertain, 
and they ean never be estimated by any Secretary 
of the Treasury, however intelligent. Therefore 
itis, I say, that th present billis of great import- 
It prevents fraudulent valuation. It gives 
our own importers a fair chance to import goods 
and to compete with the foreigner. 


ance, 


the valuations of ggods imported into our coun- 
try are made on both sides of the ocs an by for- 

eieners. 
fn my judgment, Mr. Mornitv’s bill isa great 
Improvementon the tariff of 1857. It is more cer- 
lt is more definite. It gives specific duties. 
There is another reason why it is better than the 
‘That tariff is made up of complex 


tain. 


tariff of 1857. 

l inconvenient tables. The number of tables 
is too wreat; and in some cases the same article is 

Thus flaxseed comes witha duty 
oO n per cent.; and yet linseed, the same thing, 
yielding the same product, the same oil, is ad- 
mitted duty free. 

Mr. HOUSTON. That was found in the tariff 
of 1846 in the same way. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Lecannot yield any further, 
The billof Mr. Morrityi, on the other hand, fixes 
three ad valorem tables: 


in. twotl ible S 


one at ten per cent., one 
at twenty, and the otherat thirty. There isa num- 
ber of specie duties, and then there is the free 
list. Iteonforms to our decimal currency, and the 
duty ‘There can 
be but litthe dis 
ation under it It will yield a revenue sufficient 
to pay the ¢ xpenses of the Government. It is 
more ¢§ imple avd more certain. It substitutes spe- 
cific for ad valorem dutics whenever practicable. 
For these reasons, itis obvious Mr. Morriiu’s 
bill oumht to receive the sanction of law. 

I might rest with the reasons already assigned, 
but there is another reason why I desire to hav 
this bill passed, and that is, because it is framed 
upon the idea that itis the duty of the Govern- 
ment, in Imposing tuxes, to do as little injury to 
the industry of the country as possible; that they 
are to be levied so as to%extend a reasonable pro- 
tection to all branches & American industry. 1 
think thatis right. Every President of the Uni- 
ted States, from Washington to this time, has 
recognized that principle, including Mr. Buch- 
anan. [| admit that, as a general rule, duties op- 
crate, to a greater or Jess degree, as a tax upon 
the people; and when the duty ts levied upon arti- 
cles we cannot produce, the people have, directly 
or indirectly, to pay that tax, But, sir, in levy- 
ing that tax, you may so assess it as to make it 
oppressive. T may make a tariff to raise the sum 
of $40,000,000, and injure every indfstrial in- 
terest of the country. The Committee of Ways 
and Means report a tariff which will produce 
$65,000,000, and will do no injury to any indus- 
trial interest. | believe that it will give a reagon- 
able fair protection for the great interests of agri- 
eulture, manufacture, and commerce, which lie 
at the basis of the prosperity of this country. 

Mr. MILLSON,. The gentleman has stated 
that the Secretary of the Treasury has made only 
one good guess out of three. The Sex retary ’s 
estimate was $50,000,000, and the actual re ceipts 
were $49,500,000, 

Mr. SHERMAN, The gentleman himself falls 
into error, ‘The estimate of the Secretary of the 
Treasury was $69,500,000. After the fiscal year 
had acerued from July to December, and one 
quarter's receipts were known, he corrected the 
estimate, and made it $50,000,000. 

Mr. Chairman, there is no reason why this bill 
should be considered a party measure. It is not, 
and it should not be so considered, The present 
tariff, from the circumstances attending its pas- 
sage, cannot fairly be charged to any party ex- 
clusively. It is based upon a state of facts that 
in six months passed away. At that time—March 
8, 1857—most vacant lots in lowa were worth 
about $1,000 each, If a man inquired about the 
lot, the owner would raise the price to $1,500, and 


sunder it are casily calculated. 


Nearly all of 


puteabout home and foreign valu- 


if two men inquired about it, he would raise it to 
$5,000. At that time everything was inflated, 
North, South, East, and West. 

In sixgmonths the bubble burst. In 1857, when 
the tariff law was passed, it was believed it would 
produce a revenue sufficient for the Government. 
The average duty which has been realized upon 
all articles, including the free list, is fourteen and 
four tenths per cent., while the gentlemen who 
assed the act believed that the average duty would 
about twenty per cent.; so that it turned out | 


LOBE. 


that the average duty paid did notamount to three || 


fourths of what was expected. That tariff then | 
turned out to be a mistake, involving us ina debt 

of $50,000,000 or $60,000,000. And yet the Sec- | 
retary of the Treasury and gentlemen on the other 
side of the House do not seem to be willing that 
a sufficient amount of money shall be raised for 
Government purposes by wise and well-considered 
legislation. It is strange that an Administration 
that has run the Government into debtat the rate 
of $17,000,000 a year should resist an increase of 


wevenue, at least to the extent of meeting the ex- 


penses of the Government. It will go out on the | 
4th of March next, having loaded down their suc- 
cessors with a debt of $50,000,000 or $60,000,000, 
without passing a single law in the interest of the 
people; without providing revenue to meet the ex- 
venses of the Government, and with a general 
oad of discredit, almost, if not entirely, without | 
precedent in our history. 


Public Lands—1859. 


‘Acres. Receipts. 
511,477.66 &722.477 48 
3,450,103.54 905,739 65 


Cash sales atminimum price... 
a at graduated prices... 


8,961 581.20 81,628,187 13 


Located by bounty land war 





NOTE A. 
Extract from speech of Earl Grey, inthe British House 
Lords, April 19, 1860. 

** Before leaving the subject of America, there is another 
point which [ really must mention. I stated to your Jord. 
ships that the President, with the most praiseworthy spirit 
had written a letter to caution the country against the ex. 
treme extravagance which in modern times has prevailed - 
but Tam sorry to say the President is altogether unable ta 
resist the current, because there has been an inquiry into the 
state of the Navy of the United States, and the result of 
that inquiry has been the publication of a mass of docy- 
ments which I am sure no man can read without the great. 
est astonishment. Contracts are proved to have been habit- 
ually and avowedly made to promote, not the interest of the 
— but of the individual. A physician is shown to have 
een appointed to be agent for the purchase of coal, who 
kuew nothing about coal, who never did anything in the 
purchase of cgal but signing the certificates brought to him, 
and who received the appointment in order to share with 
others the profits of the contract. More than this. We have 
letters addressed to the highest officers of the Government. 
calling on them to grant contracts to particular individuals 
for clectioneering purposes. One letter is addressed to Mr. 
Buchanan himself, urging him in the strongest manner to 


of 


| have the contract for the machinery of a steam sloop as 
| signed to a particular house in Philadelphia with a view to 


| the election. 


| ofthe Secretary of the Navy.—J. B.’ 


| justice. 


There is no disguise. It is putopenly that it 
is of importance, in the then state of the election, thatthe 
contract should be given to this particular house. I appeal 
to your lordships whether, if a letter were addressed to the 
First Lord of the Afimiralty, making a demand of that kind, 
and it were proved that he had listened to it for a moment, 
he would not, by the universal indignation of all parties in 
Parliament, and out of it, be driven from the councils of the 
State. (Cheers.) But the letter to which I have referred 
bore this indorsement: * The inclosed letter from Colone!} 
Patterson, of Philadelphia, is submitted to the attention 
(Laughter.) Such 
corruption produces its natural effects upon every interest 
of the country, and above all, upon the administration ot 
Your lordships are all aware that not many years 


| ago the decisions of the Supreme Court of the United States 
| were regarded with the greatest respect, not only there, but 


in this country. The judges were enlightened, honest, 
honorable men, and their dicta were often quoted in our 
own courts. How has this state of things altered! Under 
the system which has arisen in America, by which appoint- 


| ments to the Supreme Court have been used for party pur- 


poses, that court has lost its high character. Itno longer 


| commands the respect which it did formerly, and some ot 





CRON: o0ns.nn0040db0000 cavaere 2.941,700.00 | 
Swamp lands toStates......... 1,530,966.76 | 
Grant of land to States for rail- | 

road PUrpOs€S.......+..... .. 5,106,015.00 | 

——-—-—- | 
13,540,262.96 
Expenditures. | 
Secretary to sign land patents........... =r $1,500 00 
General Land Othice, salaries and contingent 

CXPOENBES .ccccccccs. covcccvvseves oseeee 300,936 62 
Othiees surveyors general, salaries and con- | 

tingent expenses. ......... Seeeh oe peebeses 137,105 61 | 
District land offices, &c., salaries and other | 

EXPENSES 2200s cones sevsccccveceses socsees 328,447 00 || 
Surveys of the public lands, and preparing | 

unfinished records of public and private 


surveys, to be transferred to the State au- 
thorities. ...cccccsscoee oe ereees cece scene 


542,769 23 


$1,310,758 47 
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the decisions which have been pronounced have excited 
the disgust of all high-minded men in America. (Hear, 
hear.’’) 

Mr.SCHWARTZ. Mr. Chairman, during the 
four months of this session already passed I have, 
together with the gentleman from New York 
[Mr. Haskin] and my colleague from the sixth 
congressional district, [Mr. Hickman, ] been con- 
stantly assailed by the Constitution, the official 
organ of Mr. Buchanan. ‘The gentleman from 
New York and my colleague have successfully 
defended themselves against its attacks; and it is 


| now my purpose, before speaking on the subject 
e 


of the tariff, to say a word or two of this journal, 
which, as is proved before committees of this 
House, is not sustained by the public patronage, 
but fed with public plunder from as asaoner of 
the United States, and that, too, at the suggestion 
of the Federal Executive, in order that it may de- 
fend his usurpations of power, his rank tyran- 
nies, and strike down and attempt to degrade all 
those who dare pursue a course of honorable in- 
dependence and consistency in favor ofthe people’s 
rights and the people’s interests. 

I come here, sir, the Representative of Berks 
county; a county that, for a long series of years, 
has given a Jarger majority for the Democratic 


party and Democratic principles than any other 
| county in Pennsylvania, 


In common with the 
people [have the honér to represent upon this floor, 
| admire the political virtues, the manly honesty, 
and the unwavering courage of Andrew Jackson. 
I more than admire,I revere, the immaculate 
purity of that statesman’s character. The Dem- 
ocratic party, which he adorned by his bold and 
steady adlference to the principles which it pfo- 
claimed, has never long tolerated a treachery to 
the people, and it never will. Let corruption ereep 
into its vitals; let it uphold the men who betray 
their trfist; let it be false to its ancient traditions 


of sound government and strict accountability of 


public officers, and the day of its strength is de- 
parted and the reign of its power is over. 

Now, sir, while | am the exponent of a large 
Jeffersonian Democratic constituency, as I have 
stated, still, in nothing do I more thoroughly rep- 
resent my district than in decided and uncom- 
promising hostility to the treacheries to principle, 
the corruptions in office, and the generally inta- 
mous career of the present general administration 
of James Buchanan. Be assured, sir, if the De- 
mocracy of Pennsylvania warmly pressed tle 
nomination of Mr. alee upon the Cincinnau 
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convention, and the Democratic party of the Union 
nominated him as their candidate and elected him 
President, that the people of Pennsylvania will not 
remain silent when he is forgetful of his pledges 
and false to his principles, Nor will they deal in 


holiday expressions of pretended support. 
sir, they cannot be guilty of such cowardice; and 


| 


No, | 


as one of their Representatives, 1 eome here, not | 


to sp ak 
, “Ina toady’s key, € 
With bated breath and whispering humbleness,”’ 


but to speak out boldly Democratic denunciation 
of an Administration that would, in the last ago- 


nies of its departing power, and when it can no | 
loneer hold control of the Government, like the | 


blind giant of the Jews, pull down into yuin the 
fair fabric of Democratic organization. 
Mr. Chairman, as the congressional term of 


Mr. Jones, my predecessor, was approaching its | 


close, and the people were being called upon to 
provide for the next term, a general desire was 
expressed throughout the district that he should 


be superseded, and that his truculence to power | 


and his infidelity to the people upon the tariff 
question, and in his support of that loathsome 
abomination of modern legislation—the English 
Lecompton Kansas bill—should be heartily con- 
demned and repudiated. Several@vorthy gentle- 
men were put forward before the delegates in 
opposition to Mr. Jones, but they declined upon 
the ground that it would be impossible to make 
head against the fraudulentdelegate system. Jones 


was nominated by a convention principally con- || 


trolled by office-holders and office-hunters, who, 
in the one instance, if,fascinated by the allure- 
ments of Federal patronage, were, in the other, ter- 


rified by the threats of dismissal from the public | 
crib. The Lecompton party in Washington were | 


thrown into an peer of joy. 


Mr. Jones at his hotel, and everywhere it was de- 


clared that Mr. Buchanan’s policywould be sus- || 
tained in old Berks county by a majority of seven || 


thousand. But the dissatisfaction | have men- 
tioned remained unabated. On the 11th of Septem- 
ber, 1858, an anti-Lecompton convention or mass 
meeting was held in the city of Reading, consist- 
ing of working men, farmers, and business men 
generally. Ll was nominated as an independent 
candidate, running upon the regular Cincinnati 
platform and in opposition to the administration 
of Mr. Buchanan. 


I accepted the nomination | 


They serenaded | 


|| the Senate of the United States. | 
|| ter, now a great friend of the President and then 


which was tendered to me by the people, and I | 


wish to be understood, fully and fairly, that l would 
rather have my right arm drop from me than de- 
ceive the kind and noble people who have placed 
theirtrust in me. Ihave notdeceived them thus far, 
nor willl tothe end. Whatapresumption ofthis 
Administration to suppose that I could be bribed 
by its dazzling power! I glory in serving the peo- 
ple—a higher political power than the President. 
lam proud to serve the people, who are the mas- 
ters of the President’s power, as well as of mine. 

I never before held office in my life, nor have I 
sought any, if | except my commission as second 
lieutenant in the volunteers during the second war 


of independence in 1812. The canvass between || 


Jones and myself was an exciting one. Mr. 
Wendell, then the Public Printer of thé United 
States, to all intents and purpose, swears before 
the Committee on Public Expenditures of this 


House that, at the humble suit of Jones, he con- | 
tributed large sums of money to carry the election | 


" 
ar 


gainst me, and for Jones; but money was of no 
aval, Mr, Jones represented himself as the Pres- 
ident’s right-hand man, and that it was impossible 
the Government could spare his statesmanlike 
ability. He really told the people that Mr. Bu- 


|| stitution (then the Union) heaped vile abuse upon 


the veople of Berks. The dainty delicacy of Mr. 
a oacate's aristocracy of action had been of- 
fended by a free people expressing their prefer- 
ence in opposition to his arrogant dictation. That 
| people must be abused; and as their Representa- 
| tive then, as I have been at this session, epithets, 
without a particle of ground for them, were and 
have been hurled at me in language that wou!d 
shock the decency of Billingsgate. In nothing, 
| however, was! more outraged than seeing Admin- 
| istration papers put down my victory as an Ad- 
ministration victory, and my name in the list of 
Administration members. 
Now, Mr. Chairman, let me say another word 
about myself. The organ of the President, the 
| Constitution, hasevendeseended to low and coarse 


allusions to my years; and the venerable presiding | 


officer of this House, Mr. Pennineron, has been 
similarly assailed. Thank God, in my long life 


| L have never disgraced myself by a dishonorable 


act; never deserted my friends; never betrayed 
my presen, and never lost the respect of my 
neighbors, among whom I have lived since boy- 
hood. Mr. Buchanan is an old man himself, prob- 
ably ten yearsmy senior. He has a great name, 
and, being Presfdent, ought to have a great intel- 
lect. I have known him for thirty-six years, and 
he has known me as long. Professing no distin- 
| guished talents myself, I will not run compari- 
sons with so distinguished acharacter; but I would 
rather be plain Joun Scuwarrz, with the good 
opinion of my fellow-citizens, than a President 
who has lost the confidence of his oldest and 


truest friends, and who trembles at the idea of 


meeting the men face to face that he has deserted, 
and then attempted to betray. Ihave never set 
up, sir, any claims to Mr. Buchanan’s favor; 
never asked him for any office; and yet, nearly 
twenty years ago, my friend ne the present 
Clerk of this House, whom I had the pleasure to 
nominate for that position—and I never gave a 
more hearty vote in my life—Colonel Forney and 


myself assisted to save Mr. Buchanan from a dis- | 
'| graceful defeat when he sought to be reélected to 


Governor Por- | 


his worst enemy, sought to use the glorious Henry | 
A. Muhlenberg, of Berks county, as a candidate | 


party so as to prevent the election of Mr. Bu- 
chanan. The friends of Mr. Buchanan had to meet 
in State convention to prevent Governor Porter 
from defeating him; and Colonel Forney and my- 
self, together with many other good men, some 
of them dead and a number of them still living, 
prevailed upon Mr. Muhlenberg to refuse the use 
of his name for this purpose. Not being much 
of a politician myself, | can refer to this circum- 
| stance to show that, if Mr. Buchanan can forget, 
I may recall it to remind him that it is a sad thing 
| for one old man to set his hounds upon another 
old man. I have said that I have asked Mr. Bu- 
chanan no favors; can he say that he is not in- 


'| for the Senate, in order to divide the Democratic |} and the manufacturer loses. 


_debted to Jonn Scuwarrz for some considera- , 


tion? 


At least, may I not ask of him to call off 


his dogs—his British editor included—in their | 


personal attacks upon my private character? 


And now a word as to the rebel Democrats, of 


whom, Mr. Chairman, 1 am one, and proud tobe 
so. What is my offense? I stand by the old 
Democratic faith, without altering a comma or 
| crossingat. I cling to the creed given to us by 
the South at Cincinnati and forced upon us by 


the South; ay, sir, and explained by the Presi- 


chanan coald not do without him; that he must || 


have Jones to help him with the Government. I 
contented myself with advocating Jeffersonian 
Democratic principles and the ancient traditions 
of the party, and denouncing corruption in office 
and treachery to plighted faith. The verdict was 
rendered—and what was it? That if J. G. Jones 
was the right-hand man of the President, | was 
the right-hand man of the people, the President’s 
masters. Mine, sir, you must admit, is the higher 
and more honorable position, 

An attempt made to deprive me of my certificate 
of election was frustrated; a count of one of the 
ballot-boxes showed more majority for me than 
had been returned. When my election was sure, 
and the people rejoiced, the President consoled his 
protegé with a fat foreign mission, and the Con- 


| their example. 


dent himself. If they have changed front, that is 
their choice; I do not blame them for changing. 
They had a right to change; but [do complain 
that. I should be hunted down for not following 
What, then, is my offense? | 


voted for Joun Suerman and for WituiaMm Pen- 


ninGTON—both Republicans, itis true; butdid not 


| the very men who abuse me for voting for them 


vote for known and adhering Americans? Did 


(not Mr. Buchanan’s own newspaper praise the 


Democrats who voted for southern Know- Noth- 
ings. In my own county of Berks, Mr. Chair- 
man, I have been taught to believe that a Repub- 
lican was no worse than a Know-Nothing; and 
in choosing a Republican | was controlled by a 
desire to vote for no man who sympathized with 
the hetrayal of Democratic principles, and who 
assisted in personal assaults upon myself and all 
those who would not fofow Mr. Buchanan in this 


betrayal. But I had another reason for voting 
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for Jonn SHerman and WurwiiaM Pennineron. 
lhey were, and are, both in favor of the protec- 


| tion of American industry. Mr. Buchanan prom- 


ised to help us with our tariff. Ile himself told 
many of us that, ifelected President, he would take 
care of the interestof Pennsylvania. Everybody 


| knows that he has not done so. 


Mr. Chairman, I now approach the considera- 
tion of a question which concerns the interests of 


the een of Pennsylvania, next to the integrity 
of the Union, more than any other; and that is 


the tariff bill now before the committee. That 
there is a necessity for an increase of the tariff at 


| this time, even those, I presume, whoare opposed 
| to protecting the great interests of the country, 


cannot deny. We have a heavy debt hanging 
over us, which continues and has continued to in- 
crease, because of the inadequacy of the existing 
rates of dutics upon imports to provide revenue 


| sufficient for the ordinary functi@is of the Gov- 


ernment. Once it was said that a national debt 
was a national blessing; but that long since has 


| been an exploded idea, and there is not, that I 


know of, even a respectable faction of any party 
who will now urge it upon us. If the policy of 
the Government, then, be to prevent the accumu- 
lation of a heavy debt, we must cease making 
loans; and to do that, we must provide for the 
raising of revenue sufficient to meet the wants of 
the Government. When we do that, we stop the 
issue of any more Treasury notes, or the raising 
ofany more loans. And then, again, it would seem 
to be the part of duty and prudence to provide 
also for the gradual extinction of the existing debt 


| of the United States, 


Mr. Chairman, I propose to make a few prac- 
tical remarks with reference to the collection of 
duties upon imports. It is established, beyond 


| doubt, that fraud is perpetrated upon our revenue 


laws, and will be so long as we have ad valorem 
duties upon articles by weightand measure. That 
would be prevented by following the recommend- 


| ation of President Buchanan, in the adoption of 


specific duties, As the ad valorem duty now oper- 
ates, if iron is high the duty goes up, and if tron 


| is low the duty goes down. The consumer, when 


| upon the consumption of inferior articles. 


there is least need for protection, pays high; and 
when iron is low the ca affords no protection, 
And, moreover, the 
ad valorem system operates as if a new tariff were 
enacted at every change of price. It encourages 
fraud upon the revenue, because a small invoice 
price produces a duty proPortionally low. Ittends 
to throw the importing business of the country 
into dishonest hands. It offers a virtual bonus 
Spe- 
cific duties, on the other hand, tend to counteract 
the fluctuations of trade and insure regularity to 
the business of the country, as the producer can 


| calculate with comparative certainty upon the com- 
| petition agaist which he has to contend, and can 
| establish his production upon so firm a basis that, 


on the average of years, ascheap, if not cheaper, 
prices are insured to the consumer. — 

Phe truce test of national prosperity isto be found 
in the price of labor, which can only be maintained 
at a permanently high rate by opening every pos- 
sible avenue of employment to receive the ever- 
increasing supply. The ad valorem system of 
duties tends to narrow the field of labor, and conse- 
quently to reduce its rewards, The employment 
in manufactures, by diverting a large amount of 
agriculture, insures a home market and better 
prices to the farmer. And the cotton planter is 
equally interested with the farmer in securing 
large wages and diversified employment to labor, 
because it increases the ability of the community 
to consume; thus securing, at the same time, a 
large home market for cotton, and, by reducing 
the quantity forced upon the foreign market, a 
higher price for the staple. The protection which 


| is required is protection for the Government 


against frauds upon the revenue; for the importer, 
against dishonest competition; for the producer, 
against the unnatural fluctuations okie: for the 
consumer, against high prices of iron, which are 
rendered inevitable by the absence of domestic 
production; for labor, against the meager rewards 
which a narrow field for employment must occa- 
sion; and for the fagner aad planter, against the 
obvious disadvantages of a single market and the 
loss of intrinsic value entailed upon their produce 
hy the expense of transporting it abroad. 
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Stability and permanency in the tariff law are 
the first and most essential requisites to a healthy 
state of the iron trade. The manufacturers pre- 
fer the lower duties which will enable them to 
prosecute their business, provided the duties be 
permanent. ‘This can be effected only by the im- 

osition of specific duties. 

Mr. Chairman, it has been repeatedly asserted 
that the iron manufacture of England was estab- 


lished under a system of free trade, and it has | 


been argued that a similar system should be 
adopted in the United States. This assertion, it 
is believed, has not been met in this country by 
detailed statement of facts. Iam of the opinion 
that [ can satisfy any one, by stating that,while the 
English iron manufacture was in rather an infant 
state, the Government gave it a very high protee- 
tion, and continued that high protection until the 
manufacture arrived at such a stage of maturity 
as to be able.to maintain itself against foreign 
competition. The most striking comparison be- 
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| tions in the iron business. 





| their worst passions are appealed to. Ingenuity 


is exhausted in the effort to show that the manu- 
facturers of iron—a class composed of men of all 
shades of political and religious opinions, and the 


BE. 


larger portions of whom have never seen each | 


other—have obstinately combined together for the 
purpose of sacrificing present profits to the hope 
of extorting greater ones from the Government; 
and that they are using miseries, needlessly occa- 


sioned by them, to strengthen their appeals for || 
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having the accumulated wealth of a long career 

determines to extinguish his young rival, and 

again reduces the price. The home producer ap. 
_ plies to the Government for protection ;and thouch 
_ the whole array of free-trade arguments is brought 
| to bear against the application, it prevails, and a 
| specific duty is laid, which gives the producer 
_ price at which he can maintain his production jn 
| full viggg. The foreigner, still determined to con. 


uer thé market, reduces his price according to 


public aid. If it could be asked of them seriously || the duty, or, in other words, pays the duty, and 


to reply to such assertions, it would be enough to 
eee to the manufacturers who have become 
o»ankrupt within the several periods of the interrup- 
Upon a resumption, 


| there is a scarcity of skillful men, and a conse- 


tween the legislation of England and the legisla- | 


tion of the United States is the steady protection 
given by England to her iron manufacture, and 
her encouragement of confidence on the part of 
capitalists and men of enterprise. Our manufac- 
ture, instead of being steady and regular, as it 
should be, is converted into a species of adven- 
ture, and is looked upon by capitalists as more 
hazardous than any shipping or commercial spec- 
ulation. Inany particular enterprise of commerce, 
even if there should be a loss, there remains a 
balance in cash; but it is not so with the manu- 
facture of iron. To make iron, there must be in- 
vestments in buildings and machinery, requiring 
a capital greater than many of our merchants em- 
joy in their whole business. Those investments 
y iron-masters are no sooner made, than several 
hundred families gather round the works, and look 
to them entirely for their support. Then the law 
is changed, or, what is almost as bad in its effects 
to all the parties concerned, a change is talked of. 


to dismiss their workmen and prepare for the 
threatened storm. Their credit 1s injured, from 
the fact of having so large a capital invested in 
their works, which, when anidion idle, can be 
regarded as only so much money sunk or lost, as 
it pays no interest and cannot be disposed of. 
Ve have heard much, Mr. Chairman, of the 


necessity of keepmg up the national armories of || 


the United States, in order that the expert work- 
men there collected shallnot be dispersed. Weare 
told that, if they were dispersed, when occasion 
for their services returned, men like them, in ex- 
perience, skill, and efficiency, could not again be 
employed for along series of years. I admit the 
force of the logic; and I askgfor the same reason, 
that the great iron interest shall not be neglected. 
There is no branch of manufactures that relies 
more for itseconomical and profitable prosecution 
on the division of labor, and the consequent skill 
of the workmen, than that of iron. Every man 
or boy employed in the rolling mill, or other 


quent advance in their Wages to onerous and un- 


| just rates, beyond the ability of the manufacturer 


to pay. A whole year, at least, is consumed in 
arriving at the same degree of economy and per- 
fection in the manufacture as had been obtained 
before the suspension of operations. The con- 
stant and regular running of their works is a prin- 
cipal cause of the perfection and cheapness attained 
by the English manufacturers; and one the result 
of which we might enjoy to a greater extent than 


| they; for our workmen are more intelligent than 


theirs, and, therefore, susceptib¥e of greater im- 
provement. Itis also the principal reason why 
they prefer to run ata lossrather than stop. They 


| have the requisite capital, and money they can get 


at low rates. Ours have not, and must stop or 
be ruined; and they naturally choose the lesser 
evil. It is against this evil that our manufacturers 
ask the protection of Government. 

The progress of our iron makers and others, 
from 1824 to 1844, (only a few years of interrup- 
tion excepted,) not only in the manufacture of 


iron, but also hardware and other articles made 


of iron, (in which the skill and ingenuity of our 


| workmen can be brought in competition with 
| those of English workmen, without the enormous 
Buyers reduce their orders; makers are obliged || 


difference m capital being so much felt,) until it 


_ was arrested by an ad valorem tariff, was without a 


| try. 


parallel inany branch of manufactures in this coun- 
The American production of iron reached a 


|| quantity equal to that of England twenty-five years 


| ago, 


In 1835 the English manufacture amount- 
ed to eight hundred thousand tons; and with the 


advantage of steadiness in the tariff, if one half 


the amount of pretection extended to the English 
manufacturer were extended to our iron men, I 


‘| am clearly of the opinion that in less time than 


| seven years, in addition to supplying the entire 
| home market, we would have iron to export. 


The English specific duty charged upon the im- 


|| portation of iron has been as follows: in 1803 it 


works, hes his peculiar duty, and must haye more | 
or less tuition or training béfore he is capable of | 


performing it. 
their hands before it is finished. The awkward- 
ness or ignorance of one of them will frequently 


The iron passes through all of | 


destroy the product of the labor of twenty men, | 


and entail the loss of all that Idbor upon the man- 
ufacturer. 
command a sale unless they are of a uniform qual- 
ity. Even if that quality be inferior, it must be 
uniform. This can only be obtained by expe- 
rience and care in the management, and skill and 
constant practice in the workmen; by their being 
accustomed to the materials which they are using, 
as well as to work with and for each other. With 
these advantages of drill and practice, we can pro- 
duce iron cheaper every year, even if we pay the 
same price for labor and material; but these ad- 
vantages we are not permitted to enjoy. Our 
works are stopped, our men scattered to every 
quarter of the country; and then follows a long 
period of inaction, and consequent distress among 
the families connected with the works, 
mean time the alleviation of these evils is embar- 
rassed, and the relation of the employer and em- 
ployed is embittered by the declarations of inter- 
ested persons, who affirm that the cessation of 
employment is the result of combination for polit- 
ical effect. The employers are denounced as 


tyrants; our men are stigmatized as slaves, and 


In the | 


No kind of manufactured goods can || 


was about $23 per ton; in 1804, $24 25 per ton; 
1805, $25 25 per ton; 1806, $26 25 per ton; and 
then it went steadily up to 1809, when it was 
$29 40 per ton. It remained at that rate until 
1813, when the Russians and Swedes were pour- 
ing iron into England, and the rate was then in- 
creased to $32a ton. In 1819 iron, if imported 
in English vessels, paid a duty of $32 per ton; if 
in foreign vessels, $40 25 per ton. Iron slit or 
hammered into rods, iron drawn, or hammered 
less than three quarters of an inch square, here- 
tofore pebhibited paid a duty of $100 per ton. 
Kinds not enumerated, but which were before 
oe paid a duty of fifty percent. Hoops, 
vefore charged $57, paid a duty of $118 75. From 


these figures members can judge how England 


has protected her iron manufacture; and, with 


| reference to the bill now before the committee, it 


_ only after a long period of success. 


will be seen that the British always imported the 
largest amount of goods under specific duties. 
The necessity of securing the heoue market to 
the home producer may be thus stated: a man- 
ufacturer has observed that his country, for a long 
period, has been supplied with a certain article at 
a range of prices at which he thinks he could fur- 
nish it. He consults the consumers of the article, 
and they encourage him to go on, agreeing to give 
him the preference. He makesa large outlay, and 
legins his work. His goods go off freely, and he 
has the market. The foreign article must now be 
withdrawn, or reduced in price. It cannot be with- 
drawn, for there is no other market, and the price 
is reduced. The home producer is now receiving 
his first lesson, and he must reduce his rates also 
at the first stage of his operations; the foreigner 
It becomes 
now a struggle for existénce; and the foreigner, 





| again enters the lists. At this stage of the strug- 
gle, the whole quiver of free-trade weapons is let 
, loose upon the monopolist, who is charged with 
| receiving a premium to the whole amount of the 
duty toe sustain a manufacture that ought never 
_ to have been started. The absurdity of not buy- 
ing altogether in this cheap foreign market strikes 
the philosophers of the closet so strangely that 
| they cannot express their surprise at the dull in- 
tellect of mere men of business. To resume: the 
home producer is again forced to ask further pro- 
| tection, and to say that his business must perish 
if he does not obtain it. Again common sense 

revails over theory; a heavier duty is laid and 
nis business revives, though suffering severely 
from these interruptions, and by no means in the 
state of efficiefiey in which it would have been but 
for their influence. If it be a that the for- 
eigner is unable to continue the struggle unaided, 
he applies next to his Government for the re- 
moval of certain taxes, charges, and duties, which 
bear upon his products, for the avowed object of 
| enabling him to retain the foreign market, of 
which he may otherwise be deprived. 

Thus may a struggle be carried on for many 
— to the serious injury of both parties, per- 

aps to their ruin. The operatives engaged in 
the home product, thus injured, must suffer se- 
verely, while the advocates of free trade cry out, 
‘Jet them fight it out;’’ and the merchants, also, 
who are the real purchasers, find their interests 
greatly promoted by the contest, as the lion’s 
share falls to them. Itis thus, too, that the cheap- 
ness of a foreign market, which makes it the very 
climax of free-trade arguments, is caused by want 
ef demand for its goods, ‘That want of demand 
arises from home production, which deprives the 
cheap market of its customers. The more the 
foreign market is thus cheapened by home pro- 
| duction, the more the necessity is increased to af- 
| ford protection to that market, on which the home 
| production is mainly dependent. Iggividual mer- 
chants and consumers are always prompt enough 





| to avail themselves of a cheap market when it 
offers; but nations should never commit their 
= to the ma eg 4 of relying on any market 
ecause itis cheap. ‘The policy of a nation can- 

| not be changed with the productions of a market; 
| but it is the business of individuals to watch the 
| market, and operate wherever advantage calls 
them. The United States cannot obtain her 
whole supply of iron from Great Britain in one 
quarter of the year,make it at home the next, and 

| go abroad for it the next; nor can this be done if 
the quarters be extended to years, or to periods 
of five years. It is worthy of remark that, while 
free-trade theorists cry out ‘* humbug,”’ “let us 
alone,’’ and all that sort of thing, as summing up 
all the wisdom needed by Governments in the 
| management of trade, they stop the mouths of la- 
| borers, artisans, and manufacturers, as not know- 
ing or not to be trusted with their own interests. 
‘* Who are to be let alone ?”? The merchants. These 
agents, these buyers, transporters, and sellers of 
the products of industry ask, by their friends of 
the free-trade philosophy, to have the whole bus!- 
ness committed to them—to be let alone—while 
they exert every faculty, every nerve, and all the 
shrewdness, superior knowledge, and address 
they possess, under the stimulus of all the selfish- 
ness of human nature in the prospect of gain, for 
their own benefit. But let it be noted that the 
producers and the manufacturers do not cry “let 
us alone.”’? Their cry in Europe, for the last cen- 
tury and more, has been for protection; and it has 
been accorded to them. nder this protection 
the products of Europe have increased at a rate 
of fivefold the increase of population. But this 
let-us-alone policy is put forth only in behalf of 
the foreign merchant. The merchant of the domes- 
tic product unites with his special patrons; the for- 
eign merchant, whose business represents but & 
tithe of the business of the country, asks to have 
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